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. L l’rocee(lmrr.v of the Madras Goverament, Judicial Department,
e . 9th Ocfober 1867.. - ‘
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‘ \ , No. 78. - Read the followiur" letter fro \‘ the Acﬁnni Session :Tudfre of C’hittom to
N the Chief Secrctary to Govcmmcnt F 01t wamt George; datcd Cl uttoor 4th_ '
o , October 1867, No. 5. -~ P : :

B I have-the honor to forward, for tho mformatlon of Government, cr)p" of a
letter received from the Supormtcndcnt of the Chittoor Jail, rcporting upon an un-
fortunate accident which attended the exccution of a - Malmmnd'm named Hyder
Sahib, at Chittoor, on the 26th ultimo, owing-to the rotten state of tlxo "J.ll()“’e, which

Y

L®

Pl : ¢mthor1txcs but hitherto ineflectually. -
s 2. I‘mm Dr. Rule’s letter it might be inferred that a short delay in the cxe-
* cution was the only inconvenience caused by the giving way of the ring bolt; bLut
O I think Govemmcnt should be informed of the details of the acmdent “lnch lxme 3
. : reached me through the Supermtcndcnt and other sources.
o - 8.. It appears-that the preparations for the execution being completed, Hvder :

* When the catch which secured the drop was removed, and the drop lowered, the ring- -
bolt attached to the cross-beam at the top of the gallows and through which the
; 7 “rope passes, gave way, owing to the rottenness of the cross-beam, and the unfortu- -
¢ .- nateman,instead of bemrrsuapendecl in the air, fell heavily to the ground, a distance N
Y - . of about ton fect, and there I'\y until the rope could ba removed and pnased through - -
T another ring. ' : - »
4, The platform or drop is reached by means of ‘a narrow ladder, not brond
: .renouvh to admit of more than one person ascending at the same time.  Up this Jad-
‘der Hyder Sahib had to walk a second time to hls exeeution, but his strensth fail-
- ing before he reached the top, he was supported from behind, whilo - the executioner
- mrremously, but brutally, raised him on to the drop by passing the rope over the ”
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4 . man’s neck and so assisting him. The mecutmn was then completed. - ,
;};:% S o 1t is much to be 1ewretted that such an qppallmff =poctaclo should havc ac-
4! R n _COD]p’lﬂlC(] this cxecution. ,

; - - 6. Ihave addresscd you upon tlus sulgect and put thc W hole f.lcfa before Go-'

K Ty crnment witha thrce-fold object :— = - N
;,i v T 1st—To obtain His L‘(ccllencv in, Counml’ orders to the Publlc \VorLS .
g o Department, requiring the immediate construction of a new gallows at Chittoor.

B + 2ndly—To cuwrre~t that the new gallows may be so constructed that the
Ny " 4 uufortunate persons about to undergo the ettrcmc penalty of the law may be decent-
“1 'ly assisted i in their last moments; and e : -

= - . 3rdly~To dn‘ect the attention. of' Governmont to what seems to have becn

)

_a grave nc"lect of dutyon the pfu‘t of the Dcpartment of Public Works or Jail
authoutlcq in not' having long since taken measures to prowde a smtable g‘inWS,
when the want was urgently brought to their notice. . , o

7. I find that the Session Judrre of Chittoor was in commumcahon Wltll tho

- - Exccutive Lnﬂrmcer on this subjectas far back as the year 1864; that, on the 21st

? . ’I\Osember of that)ear, the then Executive Enginecr, Captain Chrv;txe, address-

l SRR S ~ ed aletter to the Superintending Engi-

' ' Frg;:fggg;;;zf;':g;"f;, ‘gng“Pe““‘e“°‘°” Eegi " neer, 4th Division, forwarding an esti-
From Erecutive Engineer, to Saporintending Engincer, - mate for a new gallows, and a second -

S lmh Sgptember 186», No, 416. .

: letter on the same subject in Septcmber

: SR A | 1860 but I cannot dxscover that any {lctxon Was taLen by the Supenntcndmn Engi-
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\ ‘ ~ has lon'v since been brouwht to the notice of the Pubhc Works Dep’u‘tment and Jml

. Sahib was placed upon the platform or drop, his arms bound, and the rope. adJucted S

-
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Proceedmrrs of the Madras G overnment, J u(_lz'cial Department,
9th Oclober 1867.
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{ neer upon mthcr lcttor Arram, in Deccmber 1866 acorrcspon eneo | |
Dr. deFabeck, the then Supermtendent of Chittoor Jail, and the, Assistant Lnn'u;.eor :
! when tho'latter Officer condcmned the present gallo“s and an urwcnt letter " from

i Dr. deI‘abecL to the Inspector General of Jails was tho Yesult, but which letter has ‘
\ to the present elicited no reply.

_ 8. Copies of the Engincer's letter to the Supenntcndont of Jail, and of tho *
! latter Oﬁicer s letter to thc Inspector General, are herewith forwarded. ,Tlxe Go- ;
‘, -vernment will obscrve that Dr. deFabeck requested the Inspector General’s oplmon i
f (as to Whether future executions should be permitted upon the present g zallows. =
9. I trust that His Excellcncy in Council will see fit, upon this rcpresentation, :
"‘to issue immediate instructions to the Department Public. Works.. The October Crim- !
'inal Sessions commence on the 9th instant. Necessity may arise, and tho gallows :
he azain in requisition before the close of the current month, hut, until a new gal- | ’
lows i is erccted, capital punishment must nece«azml_y be SUDandO\l in Chittoor. _ {
From tho Assistant En'rmoer Chittoor Range, to" the Supenntendent of the District J :ul
Chittoor ; dated Chittoor, 12th December 1866, No. 439, :
As requested in your letter, No. 188, dated the 1lth instant, I inspected the Jail gallows
‘tbxs morning. The wood-work is in 3 very advanced state of decay ; and, although it may stand for
" gome time longer, 1 consider it unsafe and dm"erous in its present state, , i
2. The work caniot be repaired, and if the same description of gallows is to be conhnued

e

the present frame must be replaced by an entxrely new one, The present p}atform and the iron
; work are fit for further uso : )

: From A551stant Surveon W. F DEFABECL, Supermtendent of the Dxetnct J ml Chxttoor to
‘a : "~ the Inspector General of Jails ; dated Chittoor, 15th December 1866 No. 193,
T have the honor-to forward a copy of the Engmeer ] letter, No. 439, of the 12th instant,
. giving hls opinion upon the gallows.
- 2. . The further use of this structure in so dccayed 2 condxtxon mwht be attended with danger.

1 would, therefore, request your “early consideration- on- thé subject, with a view to orders being

pasced for the construction of new gallows, and. the removal of the old from the v ery objectmnable ‘

- position they mow oceupy, viz., within a few yords of the main road lea,dm'* to Vellore, in a most :

. public and exposed situation,”

. ing the dangerous condition of the gallows) you agree with me in considering it would be unjusti-
: fiable, in the face of the enclosed opinion passed by the Engineer, tohave recourse to the gallows
when the next executxon of hanfvmrv takes place. - S S .

From Assistant SurgeonS RLLE i. D., Superintendent of the District Jail, Chxttoor, to tho
: - .. Session Judge of Cbzttoor dated Chittoor, 26th Septcmber 1867, No. 293.

s
i3

3. Ihave the honor also to request you mll be good enough to inform 'me whether ( consxder- ‘

i

R | have the honor to inform you that the prisoner Hy der Sahib, .in Case No. 73 of 1867 on the -

" Calendar, was executed at 6 4. . this day (26th September 18G7).

2. He denied having committed the crime of which he has been convxcted to the last His
: remarka at the foot of the gallows were unimportant.

1

8. There were about 100 spectators, who, as far as I could observe, behaved in an orderly

: manner '
' 4. Trezret to have to report that there was a mxshap in the execution. You are doubtless’

- aware that- the rope by which the prisoner is suspended is rove through the eyo of an iron bolt,

-
1

This bolt at the upper part hag a sCrew thread, it passes completely throuWh the cross-pxece of the ::

gallows; it is, moreover, secured by.a nut on the top. ~- 7 -
5. Assoon as the drop was lowered, the ring-bolt drew right throuf'h the’ beam On cxam-

ination, the nut was found securely attoched to the top of the bolt thus shomn'r tho extreme rot<
tenaess of the uppnr bcam el ‘
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~"To the Acting Ses_éion Judge of Cluttoor :

e s

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
| 9th October 1867. "

e

6. The unfortunate prisoner wags, however, within a few minutes again suspended and eﬁ'ect-
‘ually executed.

7. 1 shall take unrnedxate steps to ha.ve a new ga.llows built, and hope that I may rely on

" your support in case of any official resistance or delay.

8. I donot think any one was to blame in the matter. The state of the gallows was evideatly

'unsuspected and I myself saw a man hanging from the same rmfr-bolt about three months ago.

OrDER 'rmmzov, 9th October 1867, No. 1615. ,

- Orders will be issued in the Department Public Works for the immediate con-
structlon of a new gallows, and on an improved plan, at Chittoor ; and, in the same
Department, explanation will be called for. in regard to the alleved neglect of the
Superintending Engineer of the 4th Division to forward the" estimate for new gal-

3 lows submitted to him by the Executive Englneer on the 21st November 1864. _
2. The Governor in Council directs that the Inspector General of Jails will

_ submit any. explanatxon he may have to offer ' with reference to the statement made
- by the Acting Session Judge, that the state of the present gallows was brought to

: h}s notice1i in December 1866, but without effect. ‘

S o (True Extract)

o N .o . o -

. s _Cloz'ef Sécretqry.

.
PR}

', Public Works Department,
i -»n_ Inspector General of Jails. -

“Exd. J. IL Burns, -
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