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Praceedmgs of the M’adras Government, Judicial Department

£ . . | 2nd October 1867.

-

No. 20.© Read the following letter from the Acting Commissioner of Police, to
the Acting Chief Secretary to Government Fort Saint George; dated
Madras, 19th August 1867, No. 101..

* 1 have the honor, with reference to the accompanying certificate from Doctor
‘Wilson, to report that the Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, is unable to admit the
~ insanc into that Establishment, as it is now full, and likely to remain so for some

time. T have, therefore, to solicit instructions as to where he is to be detained.
2. Te was sent by me, in the first instance, to the Penitentiary Hospital, on the
13th instant, at Dr. Wilson’s request, for observation, and he is still there, but he is

. not a criminal lunatic, nor have I any authority to confine him where he is, even

were there spare accommodation in that building.
3. - I had, however, no other course open: Doctor “’ﬂson could not give a cer-
. tificate W1thout having had the man under obscrvation, nor could he treat hlm with-

" out having him in a hospltal

4. The present dlﬂiculty has arisen from the recent transfer of the Idiot Ward

~of the Monegar Choultry to the Lunatic Asylum, into which latter no person can be

‘admitted without the certificate laid down in Act XXXVI of 1858.
5. Supposed idiots are frequently brought in by the Police to the Commis-

w.

‘s sioner, and they were, prior to May 1867, sent by him to the Idiot Ward of the

~ Monegar Choultry, the Medical Officer of which Institution furnished the required

“certificate in due course; but, this system having now ceased, I request orders as

to where they should be sent for observation in future.

6. It might be deemed advisable to add a detached ward for such. détenus,
to the Lunatic Asylum now building, but, meanwhile, unless they can be received
into the General Hosp1tal Iam not awale of other available accommoda’uon

No.-21. - ORDER THEREOX, 2nd October 1867, No. 157
The Governor in Council is of opinion that insane patients, whlle under obser-
vation, should be confined in the:Penitentiary. The Commissioner of Police will
make such a re-arrangement of the accommodation available in that prison as will
- admit of a room being set apart for the reception of insane persons.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To thé Commissioner of Police.
y»  Inspector General of Jails.
»  Inspector General, Medical Department. :
Exd. J. I Burns, BE ‘ - o )
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