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" enough to faver the Governor in Co

From the Acting Commissioner of Police, t

' : JupiciaL DEPARTMENT.
B ! No. 1473.
To . _
' Tre HosorasLe W. HOLLOWAY,
: Judge of the igh Court of Judicature, Madras.
TloxORABLE SIE, ‘. - ,
~ Tam directed to forward the acbompmq*ing petition from Nicholas John Fen-
nelly Adams, sontenced to five years' rigorous imprisonment for forgery at the 1st
Qessions of 1867, at which you presided, and to request that you wiil be good
ancil with your opinion as to whetler the peti-
serving of the favorable considera-

(14

tioner’s prayer for a mitigation of sentence is de

tion of Government. ‘ :
v ‘T have the honor to be,

Hornorable Sir,

11¢h Scplember 1867,

Ciidef Secretary.

-
o mt——

o the Acting Chief Sccretary to Govern-

ment, Yort Saint George ; dated Madras, 3rd September 1867, No. 104.

T have the honor to forward a petition from one Nicholas Johin Fennelly Adam,

now a prisoner in the Madras Penitcutiary, conteneed to five years' rigorous impri-
sonment by the High Court, 1st Scssions of 1867, for forgery. :
2. The prisoner prays for a mitigation of sentence.
To ' ' ' -
Lis ExcerLency 1€ Reant IIoxozarrte LORD FRAXCIS NAPIER, BARON NAPIER, K. T.
Governor of the Presidency of Fort Sainl George and its Dependencies.
The huwble Petition of NICHHOLAS JOIIN FEXN-
* NELLY ADAY, now a Deisoner in Her Majosty's
Criminal Jail, and latc an employé in the Oricntal
: Bank Corporation at Madras.
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, _
That your petitioner isnow a prisoncr in Her Majesty's Crim
the High Court at Malras for a rigorous.incarccration for a peried of five years.
9. That your petitioner feels deeply aggricved to bring to your Lordship's notice that, under
tho dccision of er Majesty's Julges was far from being -
he is now sentenced to serve out thic length-

inal Jail, Laviag been s:ntenced by

the peculiar circumstances of his case,
© compatible with the unfortunate charge under which
ened peviod of five years. _ ' :

3. From tho time your petitioner was employed in the Oriental Bank Corporaticn cvery
ofGcial there could bear ample testimony to his unimpeachable character and rectitude of conduct
during the whole of his tenure in office, but your petitioncr humbly submits that he having been

" @ mere subordinate and completely uuder tho inuence and control of the prisoner J. M. Yelsmore,
' pctitidne'r was virtually bound to obey the ihjunctions of the prizoner Yelsmors, who was his imme-
~ diate superior, and thereby perpetrated a decd not ouly derogatory
_also cntailing a lasting rain on petitioner's unfortunato mother and a large circle of relatives.

- 4. That yodr petitioner's case calls for some mitigation, if not actual releasement, will bo

* ¢l-arly apparent from the following considerations :— :
1. . That your petitioner was completely duped, and lalorhg!ge
anxicty of mind, he was necessarily obliged to saccumb to the. imperative dewands of tae prisoner .

to petitioner's character, bub
]

as be did under a very great -
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' Yelsmore in aiding and obetting a transaction which has mow placed your petitioner in Her
.- Majesty’s Criminal Jail, N
1. That your petitioner is furtlier lameless in his unfortunate case may he still further
inferred when ha brings to yonr FLordship's notice that Yelsmore induced your petitioner, tlaro.\lgh
" sinistor m-.ives, tobe a virtual conniver in cashing a dozument on the Oricntal Bauk (‘-orpora}tl on,
forged by the prisoncr Yelsmore. .
nr. That youf petitioner connived at this document cannot be & matter of bowonderment,
inasmu:k as his non-comrlianee with the request of the prisoner Yelsmore would have cvcntnal.i)'
‘resulted in hig summary dismissal, or in some way or another; your petitioner being a mere tool In
-the Lanls of the prisoner Yelsmore, he would hava concocted, fabricated, and otherwise made vp
something to implicate your unfortunate prisoncr. : '
1v. That your petitioner respectfully submits that, inurging these argnments for a mitigation,
if not releasement of his sontence, he does not assume that he is perfectly, t_otn.lly_b!am(-lcss,
. althouzh your petitioner urzed it in his first point ; but his main object in throwing himse]f upen
your Lordship’s Lenevolent sywpathy is that, iu cases of a similar nature, wlero erimnces of greater
_magnizuds aud enormity have been commitied, where social intercourse of every order was dis-
turbed, where, in fine, the very foundation of human society was sapped by the outrageens conduct
of intividuals, your Lordship, in the hizh preragative of your vested authority, Las been pleased in,
the plenitule of your wislom and justice, nos only to extend parden, but in a great degree to
mitigate the sentence of the law. ' '

5. Since your advent to this Presidency, your Loi-dship's name has been characterized as

one of lnunanity and even-hauded merey ; your Lordship’s nams was intertwined with those feclings
- of national kizelacss and charity which run a threal over all your Lordship’s administration.

G. That your petitioncr is a young and growing lad of 21 years of aze; thathe Las yet to
sec the vicissitudes of time ; that he Las been unwittingly betrayed in the committal of & serious
crime, are cousiderations which he most heartly deplores.

7. That your petitioner having brought certain facts to lig'ht, whereupon the prisoncr Yels-
more was tricd and couvicted at the High Court for the same forgery (threc months after your
petitioner was convieted) to five years’ rigorous imprisonment, ho feels eonvinced that your
Lordship will extend your merey towards him, not cnly for the youthful piccs of indiscretion
into which he has involved himsclf, Lut for tho consolation aud comfort of an azel wmother
and a large circle of relatives. :

8. Irom the foregoing facts and circumstances, your petitioner most limmbly and fervently
prays that your Lordskip will pity and compassionate his distressed and deploralle condition, and
b2 graziously pleased to issue an order for a mitigation of the sentence passed upon petitioner; or
grant a final releasement. .

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall cver pray.

- L 3 (Signed) N.J.F. ADAM.

" Exd. J. Tulloch.
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