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¢ direct, but in no case for less than threc months.

bo liable to the discipline of the scparate system for such period as the o
du'e-"t but not for less than threo months, except in the following cases in Wluch {hz

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
10¢% September 1867,

No.92.  Read the following letter from the Taspoctor General of Jails, to the
Acting Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Ootaca.-
mund, 2nd September 1867, No. 92, ‘

During a recent inspection of the ropean Prison at this place, a Milit: ary eon-

viet, na.n\od Mitchell, complained that he had been subjected to solitary imprison-
ment, although such had not formed any part of his sentence. On i mquu‘), I found
that hc had merely been placed on probation according to the provisions of the
83rd paragraph of the Prison Rules, copy of which is annesed, and I, therefore, re-
quested the Superintendent to furnish me with a report, speeifying the manuer in
which the rule is actually enforced.

2. In hisreply, which is herewith forwarded, the Supcrxmondent proposes that
Prizoners convieted of Military offences, or of minor misdemeanors, should be
excmpted from probation, and that, in the cases of those who have already undergone

“thirce months of their seatenees, the period should be limited to one month. T con-
- ¢ur with the Supeuntcnucnt in the opinion that gome modxﬁcahon of thic rule is

desirable, but I do not advocate an entire exemp.ion from probatxo.l in any case,
nor do I think that sach should depenl upon the technical desiguatisn of the
offence committed. The distinetion betwee /fclon) and misdemeanor no longer
cxists in this country, and even if it did ¥ “should not consider that i oufrht to
docide the period of probation ; for a larceny, however petty, woullbe a felony,
while-offences of a far more scrious character would Le merely misdemcanors.

)

4. Although the separate system does not amount to solitary confinement,

it has a very s'dutar) cileet, as it Labituates men to the discipline of the prison,and

renders them more tractabte and obedient ; for which reason I would not recommend

that it should be dispensed with entirely in any instance, but the period of proliation

might bo permitted to cease at the expiration of one month in the following cases,
prowded that the conduct of the prisoner had been satisfactory, viz:—
L—Prisoners who have less than six months to serve when adwmitted.
IT.—I'risoners who have undergone three months of their sentences elsewliere.,
JIL—T'risoncrs who have undcr"onc solitary confinement as part of theiy
sentences. o o :
4, A copy of the Rule amended, a3 proposcd, 13 hcrewith annexcd.

Rules for European Pivson. . o
Paragraph 83. ‘¢ All prisoners on arrival shall te considercd to Lo on probation, and shall
¢ Le liable to the discipline of the separate system for such period a3 the oﬂ'cer in charge may

(True Extract). :
(Signed) W. J. WILSON,
-* Inspector General of Jails.
. Amendment.
The following is proposed :—
' Paragraph 83. All prisoners on arrival shall be considered to be on probation and shall
Zicer in' charge may

prabation

53

WWVWW“A ’



imoi,

e ~ 10th September 1867.

o 'Proceedings- of tke Madras Government, Judicial Departnient; ‘ |
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‘may cease at the expiration of one month, provided that the condict- of the prisoner has been
- satisfactory :— :
I.—Prisoners who Lave less than six months of their sentences remaining at the time of
admission. : " _
IL. —Prisoners who have already undergone three months of their sentences elsawhore.
IIL—Prisoners who have undergone solitary confnement as part of their seutences,
: - (Signed) W. J. WILSOX,
Inspector General of Jails.

From the Superintendent, European Prison, Ootacamund, to the Tnspector General of Jails, Ootaca-
' mund ; dated Octacamund, 29th August 1867, No. 146.
T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 1072, dated 26th Augnst 1867,

9. - In ascordance with the

3rd paragraph of the Prison Rules, all prisoners on almission

are consilered to be on probatien, aud are subjectel to the rules of the separate an

1 =ilent system .

ii the frllowing manner :—During the day the prismer i3 strictly gonfined to Lis ¢ li, with the

exception of one hour a d

aywhen he is taken out for exercise in the prison yard. 1le iz uot allowed

any communication with the other prisoners, thouzh no ohjection is male to his takiuz his exercise

in a yard where prisoners, who have passed this stage, are working in association.

e is allowed

light work to relieve the monotony of his confincment, sach as making or mending prison

clothing, knitting, or picking coir yarn for mats. IE hig conduct is such as to warraut the indal -
gence, he is periuittad in the last month of his probation to assist in clearing firewood, or any

other ordinary prison labor, in the yards for two or thrce hours during the day.

Thig, and the

having his trap-door of his cell left open during the day, and the exere

isc ju the yards with other

prisoners, as well as being permitted light work in his cell, constitute ths main features of distine-~
tion between ordinary separate confinoment and strictly solitary confinement.
3. Tas alvantazos of the probation system are, I think, obvious, as it tends to produce
_ sqtisi‘actory results in the character of a man which could not bo so well obtained by his being
parmitted free intercourse and communication with others immediatcly on his almission. Again, L.
) b.elieve it 1s ln_encﬁcial in its eflects, considered as a punishment, coming as it does in most cases 80
recently after the sentence, and further, it affords a better opportunity to the oficers of the prison
ot acquaint themselves with the character of the man before he is brought into association with
other prisoncrs. : ‘

4. T would here ohserve that I think the system might, with advantage, be modificd—thus -

I would enforce the three months’ probaticn only in cases of prisoners convicted of fclony, and
seatenced for a period exceeding six raonths, and omit it for miuor misdenicanvrs aud offcnees of a
purely Military character. In the.cvent of a prisouer having undergone threo wouths' imprisonment,

" either in a Military provost or any other prison, I would limit the probation tv one month, er be
guided hy the character aud conduct of the prisoner. 1 would strictly enforce it iu the case of all
prisoners, with former couvictions, or of a notoriously bad character.

No. 93. : pRDER THEREOYN, 10th Scptember 1867, No. 1453.
The Governor in Council sanctions the modification of Prison Rule 83, PYOPOSCd
by the Inspecctor Gencral of Jails, - S '

. (True Extract).

To the Inspeetor General of Jails, with cnclosure returned.

©

- Exd. J. Talloch.

" Chicf Seerctary.
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