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e

Read the following papers:— S S
N_0.133. From . ROBINSON, Esq., c. s. 1., Inspector aneral of Police, to

PR s .
‘g the Acting Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
N _ Kotagherry, 1-7t!1'.'August 1867, No. 1492 ‘

4

__ “With reference to G- O, No. 966, dated 14th June 1867, I have the honor to
e submit the reports of the local Officers on the matter raised by the District Moonsiff

1 } ~ of Karempudy, viz., the_prevalence' of female infanticide and murder amongst | '

| .. | Lumbadies. ' ol |

{ ,‘« = 9. The District Officers diseredit the information; and it will be observed

| v ' that it cannot be substantiated in any way. The Moonsiff’s iuformation is worth

o v T ess. : S - | )

: 3. Iam not mysclf prepared altogether to discredit the possibility of the .-
‘ existence—if not still, ‘at least formerly—of the practice of female infanticide
‘ l o amonyst the Lumbadics, as amongst many tribes of the same character in India,

j I have heard of it as vague hearsay, ycars ago: but I have never known of an au-

t - _ thenticated instance. Their customs, as ;cspects marriage, are expensive, and afford

_‘ , ~ the usual temptation; a prepondcrance of females muy be considcred an incon-

’ . ' venience by tribes of the waudering habit of Lumbadies; and they are a roug'h, law

‘ lessrace. . . . : . ,
i - ‘ 4. Dut it is not within the Presidency that any measures can be adopted in- -

: ' respeet to these things. The homes of the Lumbady tribes are in Central India

~ (the few who have scttled inour Districts are cultivators, and live like ordinary
{ ) : . ryots), and their preguant women do not generally accompany their gipsy camps.
1 - The females who march with them are grown women and girls, who are usefully

' o ~employed as cooks and carriers” of "domestic utensils, and whose destruction would,

therefore, cause necdless loss and inconvenicnce. They are further stalwart crea-

turs, Wi coald wall holl thairown. I donot think that mnurders take place with

unusual frequency amongst the Lumbadies on the line of march; for they would

Lo Le heard of, as these camps are specially watched by the Police, on account of the .

' predatory Liabits of the people. ' ' . : . .
5. Iowever, the Police has been warned to pay special attention to this matter.

by { B ——— . .

: . . From the Superintendént of Police, Kistna District, to the Inspector General of Police ; dated

y 0 . Masulipatam, 31st July 1867, No. 188. , S

; : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a eopy of the Proceedings of Government,

No. 123, dated 14th ultimo, referrod for report of the result of any inquiries that may have been

PRI PP
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—~=

! ' made into the alleged prevalence of infanticide and murder of adults among the Lumbadies or
i , Brinjarries, who traflic in salt and grain between [Iyderabad and the Coast Taluqs of Kistna District,
. 9. I would beg to premise that the report of M. R. Sabhapaty, the District Moonsiff -of

Karcmpudy, is by no means the first instance in which the existence of such crimes has been alleg-

cd, as they have been for many years attributed to the Lumbadies, but, unfortunately, only by

persons who were never kuown to have any authority for such a belief, other than tradition or
ruwour. S | . :

3. When M. S ibhapaty scnt bis report to the Assistant Superintendent, mentioning he was
informed from a ** reliable sourco” that infanticide anl adult murders were committed among the
Lumbadies, I supposed it was caleulated to afford some  assistance in any inquirics that might bo

- instituted. A o ' o o ‘




CE . . _ -
i " Proceedi t, Judicial Depart
S . - = J Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judiciac epar ment, 3
B . . . . ’ - 4 ‘ . . o 5
9 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, ~ _ ' o - 8rd Seplember 1567. - o
‘ ' 3rd Scplember 18067. 4 - . T e ‘
M . \ o © . cattle, and are exposcd to much suffering and hardship. The number that carry away salt from
. Therefo,;(_. . R . d - . B . ! : the coast canunot be correctly calculated, as there are thousands of them ; but 1t 18 a.lm_ost im. _
Sal , before t e ?spa,tch of Mr. Thornlill’s letter to Government, I questioned M. s : possiblo for infanticide and adult murders to prevail among them, to the extent supposed by the
Sabhapaty as to how he had clicited the hearsay intell; detailed in i 't d whether < T . fobrt ; - i ithout th o i
his informants would be equal] iearsay intelligence ¢ etailed in his report, and W | ' District Moonsiff, over'a period of many years, without the occurrenca of one or two cases being
Magistrate qually communicative to the Assistant Superintendent, tome, or to any 4 substantiated. _
(L . R ) ) y - . ) . (- .
. 5 11 i it w . . ; ; i ; ice, Kistna Distriet, t inte i
- .e rephefi that it was only with the greatest difficulty that he Lad induced them to speak e From the .Assxsta?t S-upcrmtcndent of Police, ol:mtna. 1str1c , t? the_ Superintendent of Police,
on the subject, that ho had called them Bépara-c]y to his hoase 1 after much coaxing and f ' Kistua District ; dated Masulipatam, 29th July 1567, No. 43, _
- u 1 h 0 N . .
encouragewent, prevailed on them to imention what they knew ) f’ ar; ’ .? ¢ that Lo Lad ':sured o . - With ref>rence to the Proceedings of Government, referring back a letter addressed tome - °
_ them he was not making official inquiries : and tl‘la't hey ew f .~uc ;lcn.ncs ;l @ '1 '\th their : - by the District Moonsiff of Karempudy, on the subject of suspected female infanticide and murder
.~ statements to any one else, or help to trac'o the ersons ‘;33 POrime th ey ;m{u '1 ne \L(; :\hp(:;fknow- o - o of adults amonz the Lumbady caste, I have the honor to report that, from the Moonsif's statement
* ledge. -lI_encc, 1 doubted that the * ggurce” oi?\l S.mrom W, oTn they ..a\. (.crn‘:: li)ll "eoven : T .. tome, I am unable to credit t.hc Naikwady’s story. The ;\fmkwady will not repeat his state-
to the extent of repeating o hearsay tale M. Sabhapaty’s infurmation was ** reliable - 3 ' ments, and, even were he willing to do so, they are valucless, as he cannot point to his informants, = ¢
; 6. Still, T took care to say n(')thin; that mi 1' ‘ } Do, ol oso ' S5 ' _ 2. Travelling and wandering gangs are, as a rule, registered at the stations and outposts
- of throwing light on foul Practices Wh?ch to ut]}‘lg g .te“d to discourage him in Lis avowe P“(’;P "I SR L' at which thoy halt, but with Lumbady gangs this is impracticable, passing as they do by hun.
expr?ssed myself mnxious to obtain ;ar‘vil-le 41 'at time had been suspected, but not‘cxposcd-} i : o § - dreds a day en route for the salt depOts: tl.ley scldom or never remain more than one day at a
On his part, promised to report any fu‘:th)er e‘; ence, 50 as to taks up a caso of the kiud, and he, - e ' place. - The Deputy Magistrate of the Palnad Talugs assures me that he discredits theso ramours,
‘ The Assistant Superintendent, wh maation lx_e col.lld glean. - y N . o - and from his long residence in those parts, and his knowledge of these tribes, his opinion is
: . » Whose letter® I Il.xerew}th forward, also failed, aftefr acon- . : ! oo valuable.’ : o 3 : . _ ,
® No.45, datod 20th inctent, - Vtrsa‘ufm with 3. Sabhapaty, to find himselfin ‘ T o 3. Though stationed in close proximity to the Karempudy Moonsiff, the Deputy Mazistrate
' ' 3 position to turn the information to any 8¢= - . " hag never reccived from him any intimation or report of the supposed occurrence of these crimes.
_ t.md Police of that locality and neiehb hoo. - count. 1lis inquiries thoxed the M“S‘St‘:acy " } : - 4. Thoe Gooroos who are supposed to insﬁigate adult murders among the Lumbladies are said
in the prevalence of such crimes Shbourhood had not heard anything to indace them to belicve . ’% _pever to accompany the gangs on their travels ; they chiefly reside in the Hyderabad territory.
8. The opini ' - : 3 ' o : ‘ : ' -
. pmion of Dap: % ) I tor . .
resided, is peeuliar] Depaty Mazistrato Venkatachellam, in whose division M. Sabhapaty A . I‘C".lf" ’”f ‘f/ tl.w Deputy Inspector General oj: Police. L
: seuliarly valuable on the suliect : . : . ye e - i) * Many hundrcds of Brinjarries pass every year through- the hill tractsfrom the Nagpore Pro_’
all classes of Native society ne subject, a3, from Lis long experience, as a judicial officer, of . " , R . ) : 9y ro..
faw men have 5o 106y, and his intimase cequaintance with the erime of the country, which = " vinces to the cogst., and are well known to our P.ol_l.ce. They travel during the dry months, and -
< SO mspariugly rooted up 8 of infautic] S P ttle in the Raipore and ———— country during the wet scason. I should doubt fomale
& ¢1ass as the Brinjary; Ps ruwours of infauticide and secret murders among so large A . selile , : . ) .
9. Heir Wjarries cou'd not have eseaped his attention ° ' LAt infanticide being gencral amongst them. We have never had- a case yeb reported, although our
1-0 . Ie informed the Assistant Superinterdent that luod: dited such ’g _ - .feypdrc and Hill Force are warned to watch' for’ this particular crime, The womcn in generay
" had 8 ttj.lc'd (;ecent,]y met the Naik or Haadman of 5 Tanda at,xs(c‘lr'c 'lt;: 81;0‘ r;l;mourz. Taluq. e . i« : travel with the Tandas, and, doubtless, mortality is high amongst new bora children, from bad
L 2 .- 2audm; and; . qir -ada Talun. ; ! o i . ; :
" women and czllullg thelast 20 years in the neighbourlivod with'ot;l?m ai?; m] “CZ\N‘ :; : ‘rqu ‘ith | f { } | climate, exposurc, and the hal‘dshx.ps necessary to a gipsy life, : ' '
© had also traﬁ'l]I ren, about 50, and cultivatod lanl under the Z l"-"310 ns {Inm, pom e ‘; he B 9. On the other hand, there is no doubt but that they are a lawless class, and, in Central
§ ickeod 3 . . ) Qe S fie . d K o il . . . . . . . . .
means of li'vel‘chel n salt,  He eame to me with the ecinplairn tL:;:u; ;1;' s p to tro yle'u.'s naﬂ eir i l 1§ India, are notorious dacoits. I'rom inquiriesin Jeypore, the Tandas seldom go beyond Chatragar
: . ain ver o th : ' : .. R - . : . !
Ay S ihood, and it wag difficult in thess P ak Drinjarries were oSS r and have no relationship with the Brinjarrics of Tpper India. o :
¥ Loprovewents |, \ hes: days fur many of themn to earn tleir bread, asso . - I " . .
. Were in much Jo. ad been mage i roads and earriares. th L R i f Ly S (Signed) T. E. TENNANT,
_ '11 o Cs8 dimand by merchants thaa f\n-mcﬂ)- azes, that Brinjarrics and their ballocks - ! ; 4, _ Deputy Inspector General,
+ L soon askeq P ly. A : . . —— . .
- that wives gug a:s ¢d him about the habits of Lis ¢la 11 . . e o i fods . ' 1 T lo . .
 aecomman and children were generally left in the! ass, and learnt, in regard to their families, ] No. 34,  From W.ROBINSON, Esq,, ¢. s. 1., Inspector General of Police, to the
of d:)l‘:tn:y g 8 Tanda to and frou the co'xsltn — ?Dm(,‘s mear Hyderabal, and that thoss secn : Y Acting Chief Secretaryto Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras,
. aughters . e N t Wire on me y N . oy . ; it B Lo . .
| Presen‘:s . was C.Xpunswe, but that, if 2 mil had o Y_f‘ small pumber of them ; that. the marriazo o ) / _= / E 99th August 1867, No. 1525. | .
o oo B ab their marriage. he zavo the more danghters than he could afford to bestow v, Gonoral D ) o ' o :
such girls were killeq ¢ thoce ‘m away simply without such pra . that it waa not YR oucral Department. _ . o : o
ed at thoir 1t LTS nt such presents ; that it was . ' A 4 ] ) . . - o ey
3 W gel. Why should e killll::l bxr;hr Tie s2id *“ we keep and bring up s mang daughters |l / ¥ _ With reference to my letter, dated 17th August 1867, No. 1462, I thinkit right
9 y 0 "oy e ; . . 5 _ e s off el tuat rocely . : o o7
- 12, They lookea up to thg Got rem " adding, in a lower tone, * there are wany men.” i SR to submit a copy of a demi official note just received from the Inspector General of
e 3 ( dria . . * : Y - : . . . .
o c];msn.kr- his worq Vinding n aJroo or.[ rizst, hLe stated, with much respect, but did A Y Police, Contral Provinces. _
~ . 1 o s Y S N ! ! . . a > ® . . . : .
. lik:\vi?mmmy’ aud all Lumbadieq w.?““f‘?d of life and death ; Lis Gooroo lived always P f '}, : 9." 1 think this Civil Moonsiff has been travelling far out of Lis record, in pub-
3 on N RYH) 1t . R . e N P - oy o . - .« . .
Gone ;cco;lumd him ag their Gooron m-; hc.d H.lc coast on this side of the Kistna river v, / licly ascribing to these tribes revolting criminal practices on the vaguest hearsay.
ol V'ersh ike ) Rakeer, ang is '-'-'0111’; id paid him a fee for every Lullock-load of salt. This ‘ % i : - : ] , ‘ .
. . @ Assistant Snperinte " nown, , l 2y Porice Inspector GExERaL's OrricE, CENTRAL
. - ndent . r 3 T . -
the ‘.Lumbadxes, and I haye always b o i Lls.l'etter. mentions that the Gooroos do not travel with | o, . Provixce, Naarore, 20tk dugust 1867,
sacrifice of adults alona their rout “ard the exue, They cannot, therefore, Le the cause of the AN My Dzar Me. Rosisox, ! -
4. Iy conclusio: Iw r;’“tes, 3 would appear from 3 Qa,bha by ’ . Coan In a Madras paper, abgut a month or six weeks ago, I read that’some Assistant Magistratein
> * ’ v - O ) ¥ S y . . . . . T . . N e . .
oceasionally committeq ould remark that it ig not j Ay e rcp.ort. . ' P 5 (I think) the Dellary District had been making somo investigation into the DBrinjarries, and had
 velling] i ¢d among the Brinjarrics ot naprolLable that crimes of the kind are dooL e, _ . R o '
PoLTveing ong dlstqnccs daily, and aWiding r-oad- fTh(:y lead a wandering apd unsecttled life, tra- o / o » ) 4 .
' oo TS O er ungle tracks, on account of pasturoe for #haie _ C b '/, ' ' T S I AP R PREE S TR
. . . : . [ H . .«..;:'__: ce R A ., - _ . L .
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. have any of the competent
" being perpetrated by the I3

‘his address 7 I rather

_Teport recently submitted
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<

:4' o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, ,

3rd September 1867,

——

“ascertained that they practised infanti
Drinjarries a Pricst was attached, wh
obeyed in all matters, both temporal
cxisted especially amongst the Brinj
began to make inquiries, and had a

cide to a great extent, and that to each Tan_da 01‘. Ca’f‘{’ ;’f )
o exercised great influence, and whose beliests they lmph‘fl‘: g :
and spiritual. It was stated that the state of things dcscrf CI .
arries of Hyderabad and Central.India. Ilaving read this,

. ]
census taken of all the Brinjarry camps settled in the Central

N . . - e moe in :
Frovinces during the rams, and they are very numerous. The papersare Leginning to co The
now, and none of those I have received confirm in any way the statcments above referred to. ;
proportion of female to male children seems

- 4
to show that iufanticide is not practised ; nc{thcr'.
persons (Natives) whom I have consulted ever heard of such crimes
rinjarries, and there are mo priests attached to any of our Tandafi,
gentleman is who made the inquiries in your Presidency, aﬂd.“'ha" 18
think he is a Native, but am not sure.. I wouldlike to writo to him, and
ascertain upon what gro

unda he has formed his opinion, and amongst what particular tribe of the
Brinjarries the practices he describes chicfly exist.

Coald you tell me who the

Yours very truly,
(Signed) - H. D. TA?'LOR.

No. 35.. - Orpber THEREQY, ard September 1867, No. 1422, o
In the letter alove recorded, the Inspector Gemeral of Police submits t l?
result of an inquiry made by the Superintendent and  Assistant Superintendent of
Polic_e aof the Kistna District, as to the practice of infanticide and of adult murder (:1 :
suspected soreerers by the Lumbadies, who are engaged in the carriage of salt and.

gTain in this Presidency, and whose Liomes are chicfly in the Central Provinees and .
in'the Hyderabad country, -

- 2. These alle
Government by M

St g

ged erimingl practices were recently Lrought to the notice of

.2y Mr. Thorubill, lately Gollector of tho Kistna District, who Lad f
received_ his information from the District Moonsiff of K

3. It was not to be expected that the District Moo
information which wags given him at sccond hand,
trict discreditthe information furnished by
Tolice considers thatit {g not improbable ],
vail among the Lumbadies, " Mr. Robinso

marriages are expensive, which would g
alawless race,

arcmpudy. |
11T could sustantiate t]'l";
aud the Police Officers of the dlS"\_
the Moonsiff, but the Inspector General of:-
at the practices descrilied above may pre-
nobserves that their customs as regards.
fford the usual temptation, and that they are.
4. The information given by the Moonsiff of Iiﬁrqm})Ufly is supported Dby 8
to the Inspector General of the Medical Depurtment, by
De: Shortt, a most ent observer, who has given a very interesting account of
this tribe, o

5.‘ Dr. Shortt 8ays, “in some districts, the
"1 hf.ase Vvices are chicfly confined to travell
Practice in any statigy R

they more fre
other. They hays certain signs Ly X

Punishmen

compet

gee Y are addicted to thicving and Thug-

ers, but they never attempt a similar
uently fraternize, but never molest cac.h
which one tribe can distinguish another, Their
ts for all crimes, the verdict of which, when
over the communt & Lheir pricsts cxercise the power of life and death

; TMUnILy as the mos, sbsolute sovercian, Lut this is masked under the
cioak of religion and supernatyrg] agency; and "as: t,ribc they arc: bound to secresy
}\'hene\:er.the extreme penaltieg of their ,la\ivs’aro carri‘,‘d into cficet.  Unchastity -
1 " strictly punished wig, death : froquently, ~ .

-

e

“both tho woman and man suffer whcn_ '

>
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmenl.ﬁ
 Proceeding 2 :

: Srf?epteinbe_r 1867. R
. ‘;\ :
.‘..; .

‘ : d together, and neither the justice nor
i buried or burned togethc d neither
detosted, oad ﬂle,“f corliz‘iaz:;eof Their social system is entircly d1s'c111.1c:;1 fro:; :;11;;1'
yaution 1 om Y O : oo
. exe‘:utxon 1s ev.er.cl precmnizo no authority, keep aloof from man dl'n” :h o ]a'“.;
. Qf 'Illldm. tl::ya.nd atilow of no interference among them regarding thei
interfere with no one, W o |
¥ > 9 . ] __ . . ; Oré I_I)-
or customs, & i from personal inquiry in Orissa, Nagpore,
- ason to believe, from persor riss 5 Hy-
- I have every 1': Vizagapatam, Jeypore, &e., that sorcery, w1tchc¥'§ft, 1';1 o
. derabad, Sm:]tl'l f‘ur‘lct(i)c’ide prevail among different communities of the tribe. Th
- sacrifice, and infa

i i ¢ alisn] Of

. O I)it ’
. d their religion partakes of both these c1ecds.. Ta.tcllhtctin.lzl‘; c)-’
. Mahm?'wi;n: a:l " torm of 'i‘an da’, having its own priest, who i3 said tolead a p
is localized by th '

1 'l ly influ-
: ic liv d habits of these priests greatly
1 ‘life : he monastic lives an oits o : f
culiarly ho.ly lifc ; ind t; le composing the commumty.’ They are looL.ed up t? with
e m(tl's - ggieZt awe, and their edicts, notwithstanding their severity or
- much vencration an )

. . 1 1 ] o . 1. 2 b ..
. 1 1 .l y 7 d. llelr re

.t sceresy, 1n all matters connected * with them§el_vos
ence, combined with tix)eu :llit:;o?: :f'-‘lfilfﬁ)t’hle[; Delong, as their pri.est.? arc suppos'ed to
| persoqally o the o by supernatural agency. o strict ar_ld l.)m_dmg do they.:cglll(i
_ know all their actions yted with themsolses, community, of trxbe., t.h_at. thcy_.\‘ou
sider all ma..tte.r y conne(;. rulge any single act concerning either their sgcm_l .hab1ts and
rather forfextﬂl Lf?rtgzzd;;f r:pine and plunder. On all vecastons, the priest is first con-
customs, or thei ¢

1 3 8 i Qs I'CD‘ ﬂl‘(}s .
1 11 e o A h o

- cts of plunder, robbery, or murder. The priests
T v g nies, or a » . o fore arid el
domestic or social ceremod . ) their monastic habits, their wants are few and sim
g : rom st o
fe of cehba-c)’, and, . lear whether the
lead » h}e munity providing them; but it docs not appear ¢
. acli eom ’
ple, ca

el : < armone their cattle. the pries't- 1s consulted,
AN »mselves, or murrain among their cattle, : .
© sickne ong themselves, xes the guilt on

51(-3{“1( " illcrlnhé Zttx’ibute such visitations to sorcery, 1.the prmstd f;‘:(izl doeri Lo

and £hou , . ity, when the supposed ev :

o qeoe o to the community, ) .

some “}'dwull uai bz:i):fc;n?md murdered, in the manner dxctat.ec(l1 by ttl;i t};:‘;esr:\,oi:

'dmtel"ylmth '(;ss }’rl‘hc cxceution is coolly and delibrately carried ou ~
batc the cvil. : . I vion.”
:uv{{mqry manncr, and the dead is buried in oblivion

, ¢ o ) ) S

1 1 1 car sel or.
lacing the new born infant in an carthen ves
. . R
practice 1s carried out by p g

AT " ith cloths steeped in a decgction. of tur-
chatty, the mouth oivgl::i]:l: sﬂt)ljvirzs;ex;oli trifling ceremonies being cz}r:lledsout;
meric, and ornamente ome remoto place in the jungles, an<.1 there bur;lc. 1(.1 om

 the chatty is tak.e nfo ¢ out a similar practice as regards their female chi ron.l.
of the Kh?nd tribe carry in Council is satisfied that the Inspector General of P(')x lacc(:;
6 ! h'c (}"()vcrr'“’::lx1 over the Lumbadics, and that furth.er andf r-nn(;'-l.::ntcicido
Wi'l}l kicep“ills{)relc;bxiwd as regards the extent tlo which :i:zmcrm;?eo Glovernor -
eviuen ¢ .. . 11 among . ! .
and m'urder --fmm'ts}upl(i;:tlﬁzlll)?nzzzti‘ij\ezlﬁxrlf;; that t}?o discovery an;l_tlzzp Itersx:g:
C; ‘:}1‘0‘1 ::::ir:::: Za‘:b:a besi; effected at tho permanent Head Quarters- o - ’
of these

. ilies or elective. On oceasions of - .
ST josthood is hereditary in certain families or elective .oce
S offiee of pricsthooc Bt
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' : whlch are descnbed as bemc in the IIy doxabad country and in the Ccntral Pro- : |
, vinces. i
‘ j 7. Theso Pf°ceedlngs will be communicated to the Resident of IIyderabad and :
' the Chicf Commissioner of the Central Provinces, witha view to such. mqumcs
: - being made, and to such measures being taLen as they may consxder necessary. :
} True Extract) o -"
‘; R. S. ELLIS, |
! Acling Chief Secretary. g
: .t . S
: VT the Resident at T SR ’
Y o the Rest entat yderabad s et e TG T
'; » Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, } With Proceedings No. 966.
i 1 y» Inspector General of Police.,
{ 'y Magistrate, Kistna District.
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