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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
3rd September 18067.

- No. 13. Re_ad the following letter from the Secretary to-the Government of -

India, to tho Scerctary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
Simla, 10th August 1867, No. 3270. 5

Hume Department.
Judicials

I am directed .to forward, fur the information of the Government of Fort

Saint Georg ' wcti .
From Officinting Secrelary to the Chief Commissioner of % and for any action that

British Rurmah, No. 420, dated tch Fobruary 1£67. mav be . found necessary . :
e Obief Commistiouer of Dritish Burmah, No. 20€2, y od ] ﬂece.sar),. a (;‘OP} of tho
datod £8th February 1867, apcrs noted 1n the marg ; -hi
To Government of Bowbay, No. 2063, dated 25th Febro- P P ey o.n) me which

ary 1367. . His Excelleney. in Council will perceive
From Government of Bombay, No. 1023, daled the 30th . .

March 1867. that it has been decided that Durmcse
From Sccretary to the Chief Commissioner of British . :

Burmeh, No. 2052, dated 13th July, and one enclosar. convicts sentenced to 14 years’ trans-
To Governmeut of Bombay, No. 3263, of thia date. . .

: . portation and upwards, shall, in future,

instead of to Port Dlair, and that a batch of such convicts

be scnt to Bombay, .
were to have been despatched to Madras from Rangoon on-the 17th ultimo for

trans-shipment to Bombay.

——

From Captain C, I. IIILDEBRAND, Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of British
Durmah, to. E. C. BAYLEY, lsq., Sccrctary to the Goverpment of India; dgpted
Rangoon, Gth February 1867, No. 42C. .

I have the honor, by direction of the Chief Commissioner, to request you will bring to tie
potice of Iis Excellency the Yiceroy and Governor General in Council the great danger there is

in sending Burmese convicts to Port Dlair.
hope of escaping from the Dort Blair Scttlement, known

convict, is realized. - .
2. There are now reported to be in the Andaman jungles 22 out of 30 convicts who effected

their escape from Tort Blair from July 1864 to July 1866, being about 30 per cent. of the
number sent to Port Blair during that period. Adjoining the Port Blair Settlement there is a
large Island called the Creat Andamans, It is covered with jungle ; and, like the jungle on tho
Island, on which the Port Blair Settlement is established, contains pigs and birds, besides cscu-
lent roots. The Burmese convicts sent to Port DBlair are almost, without cxception, men who
have been accustomed all their lives to the jungle, and who, -thercfore, can find no difficulty in
obtaining subsistence therein. Their re-capture, 50 long as they remain in the jungle, is almost

to be entertained by the Burmese

impossible. . _
-3, TIn addition to the fact of the Andaman jungles afording great protection to escaped

Burmese convicts, there is the very great danger of their cscaping from those jungles to the
main land, and, as they arc all desperato characters, cventually becoming Dacoit leaders. They
om the Settlcment, either by geizing boats, or by constructing canocs
ocs are of the most fragile construction ; and it proves the persistence
herish and carry out their plans of escape, that parties of
scanty supply of roots and gourds, and are often without

escape in large numbers r
in the jungles. Thesecan
with which the Burmese convicts ¢
convicts embark in them with but a
water for days. '

Three parties of convicts escaped in ¢
Coast of British Durmah in a wicker work canoe ; in another case they made their escape with

the arms of their guard. The whole of the escaped convicts composing these three partics have
been re-captured ; and, with the exception of four who are in the Moulmein Jail, are all confined
in the Rangoon Jail. These re-captured Port Dlair prisoners now in the Rangoon Jail, together
with other desperate men sentenced to t-ranspor;_"gtion, form a formidable gang of about 50 men,
who have,once already combined for forcible outT'. “eak, and are 2 ccascless cause of anxiety to the

Jail authorities. Tho Rangoon J ail, I may obsq ve, 1

there is no other Jail in British Burmah to which it would be advisable to send these prisoners.’

L4
L

The following circumstances go to prove that the -

his manner. One party actually reached the Arracan

is the stronzest Jail in the Province ; and



- ’ AL

LT T S m s v AR e A i - am e a———n, ———

Procecedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depart'ment::
| 3rd Seplember 1867,

—
B e e S N

‘As, therefore, it is not safe sending Durmese convicts to Port Dlair, I am desired by the C}fid
Commissioner to request you will have the goodness to move Ilis Exccllency the Viceroy and
“Governor General in Couneil to sanction Burmese-convicts, sentenced to transportation, being sent,.
in future, to Bombay, to which place it is believed that Chincse convicts from the Straits Settle-:

ment are now sent. ) : :
4. Should sanction to this proposition be eccorded, Iam desired to request that leave may:

~ ton andi . . . :
b2 grant: ”Ul‘_ gending to Dombay the Burmese prisoncrs now in the Rangoon Jail under sentenco.
of transportation. '

From A. P. IOWELL, Esﬁ., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Hlome Department,

to the Chief Commissioner of Lritish Burmah; dated Fort William, 25th February 1867,
No. 2062.

With reference to your Officiating Seeretary's letter of the Gth instant, No. 42C., applying
fo‘.. sanction to send, in future, to Bombay, instead of to Port Blair, Burmese convicts under sen-
tence of transportation, I am directed to request that you will be so good as to report the average

number of Burmese Prisoners annually sent to Port Blair, and to ascertain from the Superintend-

.enb of the Secttlement the Yyearly averaze numler of cscapes of such convicts.

2: _lt_is presumed that no convicts have been sent from Dritish Burmah to Port Dlair, except
those Judicially sentenced to transportation,
[ 3

From A.P. IOWELL, Esq.,

———

Under Sceretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

to the Chief Secretary to Govc-rnmcnt, Dombay ; dated Fort William, 2Sth February -

1867, No. 2063.

Uaw dreeted te forward, for the infcrmation of Ilis Exccllency the Governor in Counci'l, f}:e
anncxed copy of a letter* from the Oﬂicx:{tl_ng .
Secretary to the Chicf Commissioncr of Dritish

' ‘ Burmah, and to say tlat, rcferring to the
extract from the Procee:

. y
. lings of the Government of India in this Department,under date the 12th
Septeiaber 1860

\ » Copy of which was furnished to the Government of Bombay, the Governor Gene-
~ ralin Counei] ig

' . % No,42C,, dated the 8th inatant,

4 g'\rr-mp,'sho}ﬂd be &2t to Bombay ; and as that Presidency has been relieved of the charge of d.‘:
traits’ convicts, who have lately been sens to Madras, instead of to Bombay, Ilis Excellency ?

Comeil hopog that ¢ i . . N he Durmeso
convicts, ’ here will be no difficulty in providing for the secure custody of ¢ e

———

From W, WEDDERBURN_, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to th'e ch:;—
I amtgy to the GOVCm'ment of India, Iome Department ; dated 30th March 1867, l\o-ilt -o'

'Mr Und q’“ted by the Right Tonorable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the recerp ont
+ nder Secretary Howel]'s letter, No. 2063, dated the 28th ultimo, stating that the Goverum

f India is des: ¢ ik
; uﬁ:ix; 1shde=1rous that Burmege convicts, sentenced to transportation by tho Courts in -Iéusst’
n proﬂzlis 01;1(1 :);: sent in future to Bombay, and expressing a hope that thero will be no dific
, Bg Ior the secure . . _

2. In reply, T am custody of the said convicts. cpector

' General of Dripe. desirec} to state that on a referenco having been made to. the In:
the arrangen o I the Presidency, thyy Officer reports that he sees no difficulty in carty!
SR g;m:nt Indicated by the Government of India I tobo
. e transporteqd : oo L .y na Jail, to
"thence distributeq I;o 80 convicts will, in the first instance, be received into the Tanna Jaib

. d in the
Central Prigop gt Yerro!:(;:f the more secur jails, and they will be eventually contjme

4. Tam desireq to

ng Out

. . - o, . h
desirous that conviets, senterced to transportation by the Courts in Dritish

[ : -~
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Cony forwarded to the Chief Commissioner of British Burmah, in continuation of this office
Yatt 011\1{) 2062, dated 28th February last, with a request that, in replying to that letter, the
i';rt;re’r ini‘orma.t,ion now called for by the Government of Bombay in paragraph 4 may be sub- -

By Order, &c.,’
(Signed) A. P, IOWELL,
' Under Secy. to the Govt. of India. '

mitted.

i:{om: DEPARTNENT,

6tk April 1867. , I
| ' ief Commissioner, British Burmah, to the
' ' VELSON DAVIES, Secretary to the Chief ner, ’

o MaJSo:cg.t::yE to thte Government of India, Ilome Department, Simla ; dated Rangoon, 13th
i No. 2052. S . .

"‘: Jull); 118121(’)1' by direction of the Chief Commissioner, to forward, for the information of
i I have the the V;ceroy and Governor General in Council, copy of a letter.to his addre'ss from
5 Exceucncﬁ ral of Prisons, on the subject of Burmese convicts who will trans-ship from
D to ’ stcamer for Madras leaying this on 17th instant.

ritish Burmah to the Bombay Presidency by tl.li .
{ . i British Burmah, to the Assistant Secre-
! . \CK, Esq., Inspector General of Prisons,

‘rom C. It’LAI:OCtI;; Eéﬁicf Cﬁmmissioner, British Burmah ; dated Rangoon, 3rd July 1867,
§ ary .
!

\ No. 120. v - 1867 to report to ou, for
! 1 have the honor, in answer to letter No. 883, dated 25th-June , P y

issi ' f Burmese convicts sentenced to 14
the i i iof Commissioner, that the number o ] :
e e aor 0£: thezn(:(li1 l1(1::>‘\\':1x'ds, now in the Jails of the Province, i3 40. These are all c.o]lect~
vears'limnsport::ttx:?lnprcparations are being made for their trans-shipment to Madras on their way
4d at Raugoon,

to Bombay by the next steamer.

?’ A h l eras f q te h
y e '.1 o 1XKe

. . to ensure that the total pumber of any year
25 11 be made so as, in future, of
E’J, an](l1 “:r 3“;%22:;: for transfer to Bombay in the month of January of the succeeding year,
re collecte g : ‘
" i i ] of February following. _ -
o fmbat:s); ltrllu: lghi!:i? r()}‘tom(:nissioner will have the goodness to address the Madras Govern-
3. lrequ

;Inent on the subject of the transfer of these convicts from Madras to Bombay,

] . t of India, to the Acting Secretafy to the
g 0 AYLLY, Esq., Secretary to the Government 0

rmm " %o?;::n{‘ent of Bgmbay ; dated Simla, 10th August 1867, ¢\o.. 32(;?,

Home Depm‘tmex;t. . .

" Judicial,

E With reference to your letter, No, 1023, dated the 30th4 of March last, I am directed to for-
“With refer s

ward, for the information of the Government of .
Bombay, a copy of the papers noted in the mar-

gin, furnishing the information required as to

51 average annual numbcer of Burmese convicts sentenced to 14 years’ transportation and upwards,

the ave : _

nd the probable time of their arrival in Bombay.

Ser————

?

i isei f British Bur.
3] tary to the Chief Commissioner o E :
fr:::h, elg? 2J.‘>y2, dated 13th July, with ove .en.,losur.o
I

‘

Qo 14 OgrpER TREREON, 3rd September 1867, No. 1413,

\; : Tixe Governor in Council directs that copics of the foregoing letter, and the

\ rs received with it, be furnished to the Inspector General of Jails and Police.
)

zape (True Extract).

] .

if Acting Chief Secretary.
,{‘o the Inspector General of Jails. ) o .
; ) T of Police. l , : N A

“d. J. Tulloch. | - .
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