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- - Proceedings of ‘the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
. ’ o 26th July 1867. )

“f

No. 292.. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public Works
Department, dated 22nd July 1867, No. 2196. ,

~ Calling for the record and notes 1n ﬁ'veryl(Vide Proceedings, Public’ Works De.

important casc of mischief which was ‘partment, dated 22nd July 1867

tried by a Sub-Magistrate of the Madura 5 Nos. 520 & 521).
District. '

b No. 293. " OrpER THEREON, 26th July 1867, No. 1198,
Communicated to the Magistrate of Madura, who will furnish the documents,
and afford the explanation called for in the foregoing Proceedings.
. (Signed) R. 8. ELLIS, -
Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Madura.-.- - \
Exd J. Tulloch.
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~acted judiciously in sceur

. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 22nd July 1867.

A

No. 520. Read thé following letter from ‘the Officiating Superintending
Enginecr, 8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Department
Public Works, dated Ooslemputty, 9th July 1867, No. 711 :—

1. I have the honour to acquaint you of a remarkable piece of villainy that
has been attempted at Madura, but which has been fortunately frustrated.

9. From information given by two bricklayers employed on the new Court
House building, the Range Officer, Mr. Colquhoun, discovered that hollow pots had
been inserted in the walls at the points of support of the large beams of the floor
and also at one of the angles of the main walls. The two
ence that the pots were inserted by another bricklayer, with
whom they remonstrated, but who silenced them with abusive language. No
other person could be traced as having assisted, and the bricklayer was at once
brotzht before the Sub-Magistrate, being charged with mischief under the Penal

of the upper story,
bricklayers gave evid

. Code. On the evidence of the two other britklayers, the prisoner was sentenced

to a month’s imprisonment, a punishment which seems hardly commensurate with
the nature of the offence, but which under the circumstances was all that could
bo awarded. The full-power Magistrate present at the time, and who might have

~iuflicted a more severe punishmeunt, was already engaged in a long case. Itishard

to believe that a native workman should have devised such a plot of his own
ithout there being some moving agency in the back ground; hence, in
{agistrato to take up the matter, there would have been incur’re d
nce being made away, or tampered with, and the Range Officer
ing immediate punishment.

accord, w
waiting for the )
the risk of cvile

No other object could have been had in view but that of bringing disgrace on
the Dopartment, by the failure of the l_)uilding ; if the weight of the superstructure
had not subsided on to the pots before the roof of the unper st ory was being laid
the collapse when it did happen would have brought down the whole pla:e a.mi
caused the certain loss of life and limb among the work-people. Wo are a’ccus-
tomel to tricks in the way of bad work and materials, but a plot of this nature
amounts to the diabolical. The oppo‘rtunity for placing the pots in position was
carefully taken, and their being there fxt all ingeniously disguised by mortar, the
ma’stry on the work was engaged dufmg a couple of hours in the forenoon in
measuring some timber that had come in, and this allowed time for the mischief,

If any other person was concerned in the matter, there is little chance of his

now being discovered.
. L J

No. 521, OrpEr THEREON, 22nd July 1867, No. 2,196.

The Government desire to have
laid before them the Calendar of pre-
liminary inquiry and the Notes of the
Sub-Magistrate who tried the case referred to in this letter, 'The Magistrate of the

CIVIL WORKS, No. 72.




Proceedmrrs of the Jlladrae Government, Pubhc lVor/n .I)eparlment,
22nd July 1867, '

Madura District will be requested throurrh the Judicial Departmnnt to furmsh
. these papers, and to explain how it was that a case of such 1mportance was dlsposed

of by a Sub-Magistrate.
W‘V{

Major, R. E
Under Secretary to Government,

( True Extract )

! To the Supermtendmo Engineer, Sth vamon
Jndxcml Dep:u'tment v

A

‘Exd. S. T. Aagnstm
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