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. terial powers. .

o the Magistrate of

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
| 18¢h July 1867. - T

No. 212. ~ Proceedings of Government, dated 18th July 1867, No. 1147.

© It has beea frequently brought to the notice of Government that the Collectors
of Districts ‘are seriously impeded in the discharge of the ordinary miscellaneous
duties of their offices by the labor imposed upon them in the exercisc of their

‘authority as sole Magistrates having the full powers of a_Magistrate within their
- Divisions. I o : : S

2. .The Government observe that there is no legal -impediment to the highest

Magisterial pewers being conferred on any Covenanted Civil Servant, as Section 23

of the Criminal Procedure Code empowers the local Government to invest “ any

person” with the powers of a Magistrate. This comprehensive authorily bas, how- . '

ever, Leen llithei‘tq restricted in practice by the Order of Government, dated the 8th
November 1864, which provides that the full powers of a Magistrate shall be confeér-
red o1 thoso Covenanted Assistants only who shall have passed the second standard

. examination, and shall, previously to passing such examination, have cxercised, for '

a period of six months, the powers of a Subordinate Magistrate of the 1st Class.
.8. The Governor-in Council is of opinion that it would, in many cascs, con-

‘duco greatly to the relief of the Chief Magistrates of Districts, and to the more

prompt administration of criminal justice, if the rules laid down by Government,

" in their Order above referred to, were suspended or abrogated. = -

- 4. The Governor in Council is, accordingly, prepared to confer full Magis-

- terial powers on Covenafited Assistants who may be recommended by the Magistrate
. of the District under whom they are placed as qualified for the discharge of such

jurisdiction, and who have previously cxercised the powers of a Subordinate Magis-

- trate of the 1st Class for not less than six months.

5. In cases in which sufficient grounds may be shown, the Governor in’

"Council is prepared to relax the rule which requircs that an Assistant shall have

passed the first standard examination before he can be invested with the powers of

a Subordinate Magistrate of the 1st Class, provided that the Magistrate shall be of '
opinion that the - Assistant has shown himsclf to be qualified for increased Magis- -

ﬁctz‘n_g'mz'q‘ Secretary.
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