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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
16¢% July 1867, '

" No. 165.  Read the following letter from the Inspector .General of Jails, ¢ th
Acting Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Georgo ; dated (g t .
camund, 6th July 1867, No. 62. ’ ‘ola-

+ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government noted
in the margin, directing that all conviets

Judicial Department, 27th June 1867, No, 1028 ll))roposgd to be sent to Port Blair should
¢ inspected by a Medical Of
that certificates of health should be sent with them, = S imd »

2. Ithas hitherto beenthe practice to detain any conviet sufferine from
serious illness, or from any comp]aint' requiring the postponement of his en:bqua-
tion, but the fact of a man’s being old and infirm, or of his being afflicted witl; any
diseaso in a chronic form, not coming under the description given above, has noi.
been allowed to interfere with the carrying out of the sentence of tmn.kpbr,tation

3. The tenor of Doctor Gamacl’s Tetter, however, taken in ‘conncetion x.vit’hA
the Order of Government above specified, leavés mein doubt as to the standard
of health and physical ability which may be required henceforth before a convict
can be embarked, and I, thereforo, request you will favor me with the views of Go-
vernment upon the subjact, in order that I may issue instructions to the Superin-
dents of Jails, previous to the biennial despatch to the Penitentiary of convicts under
sentence of transportation, so that the expense of sending down unfit persons may
be avoided. ; -

. No. 166. OrpER THEREON, 16th July 1867, No. 1124,
Tle Inspectpr General of Jails in this letter asks for instructions as to the stan-
dard of health and physical ability which may be required henceforth before a
convict can be embarked for Port Blair. - :
. 2. Hitherto, the fact of a prisoner being old and infirm, or of his being afflicted
with any disease in a chronic form, has not, the ‘Inspector General of Jails states, ’
interfered with carrying out the sentence of transportation, provided that the dise;';,se:
is not such as actually to prevent embarkation. ‘
3. With reference to the high death rate which has recently prew-ailed among
convicts sent from Madras to Port Blair, and to the recommendation of Docto:-
" Gamach, the Oﬁiciuth)g Scnior Mcdical Officer, Port Blair, the Governor in Council
is pleased to order that none but healthy convicts shall be embarked for transpor-
tation, to the exclusion of those who, by infirmity, would, ori arrival at Port Blair,
be incapacitated for any useful labor. . !
("True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary.

o the Tnspector General of Jails.
Superintendent of Jails, Presidency.
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