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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
4th June 1806,

No. 28. Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Police, to the
Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Neddiwuttum,
ord May 1866, No. 829.
C:versl Departnient. ’ )
I Lave the honor to submit Captain Beatty’s report on the rccent disturbances

* at the Mount between Scpoys of the Gth Regiment and the Police.

2. The precise cause of irritation cannot perhaps be ascertained. A series of
attacks on individual men ended in a serious row on the 16th instant, and the mat-
ter has become the subject of a Court of Inquxry, the result of which will probably
be laid before Government.

3. In the meantime, I have taken measures to havo both the Inspector,
Matcher, and IIcad Constable Leahy replaced by men of more judgment.

4. Captain Beatty was at Conjeverum, on a tour of Inspection, when these
occurrences took place.

From Captain R. DEATTY, Acting Superintendent of Police, Madras District, to the Inspector
‘ General of Police, Madras ; dated Saint Thomas’ Mount, 1Sth May 1866, No. 172.
With reference to the late disturbances between the Sepoys of the Detachment Gth Regiment
M. N. I, and the Dolice here—which, I believe, have been alrealy reported to you, durinz my
absence ﬁom Hcad Quarters, by the Assistant Inspector General —having since the 14th instant
teen daily present at the Military Court of Inquiry, and heard all the witnesses, I shall endeavour
. ‘to give you an outline of what I believe really occurred. 1 may mention that there are great
- ' : 3 discrepancies between the statements of the varicus witnesses, and it is very difficult to arrive at
' : ' the truth. )
2. On the cvening of the 9th May, an Orderly boy of the Golandauze, named Meeranath Allys
_ complained at No. 2 Station in the Dengallee Bazaar that he had been assaulted by a Sepoy. e
L - wags told to make Lis complaint to the Magistrate, as it i3 not a, case in which Police can interfere.
. . ) ) e . Soon after, a disturbance being reported in the fish market, ITead Constable Leahy procesded to
; - ' ' : ' the spot. When there the Orderly boy, who appears to bave followed him, suddenly called out
P *¢ there is the man who assaulted me,” pointing to a Sepoy named Shaik Daood ; the latter im-
' mediately rushed upon and assaulted the boy. Ilead Constatle Leaby at ouce scparated them,
on which the sepoy turned on the IIcad Comstable, and struck him several times; on-this, the
Head Constable arrested and took him to the station. There have becn a number of rows oa this
Scpoy’s account in tht bazaar, the bazaar people and the Orderly Loys (of tle Golandauze) calling
him a ** Wahabee.” The Sepoy Shaik Daood has since been convicted by the Cantonment Magis-
teate, and sentenced to three months’ rigorous imprisonment in Chingleput Jail.
3. On the evening of the 10th May, the Inspecter, Mr. D. F, Matcher, had been visiting the
sick in Hospital, and was returning, on horse back, to No. 2 Station, by the road through the Sepoy
Lines, when he was assaulted, by having sticks and stones thrown a‘ him, Ly three men whom he
i recognized. Ile went to 2 Native Oficer and comylained, but he said ke could do nothing for Lim.
i Oa this the Inspector procecded to the Station Staff Oficer, and with Lim to Captain O'Necil, CGom-
mandiug the Detachment, Gth N. I.  The latter returned with Lim and the Stasion Staf
i Officer to the Lincs and had the ‘men paraded, when the Inspector pointed out the three men.
' Captain O'Neil declined to punish his men, as there was only the Inspector’s word for it:  dlr,
Matcher was under the impression that the Dresser probably witnessed the assault, and sent a Con-
stable, named Adeemoolum, for him. This Constable was waylaid by the Sepoys and beaten.  Un-
fortunately no one but Scpoys witnessed the assault. After this, at Mr. Matcher's request, the
: . . : ) : . Police at No. 2 Station were strengthened from the schaol,
. . 4. At about 930 a. x1., on the morning of the 11th, the ITcad Quarter Inspector sent a Con-
stable with a telezram to me about the state of mattars. This Constable was also assaulted by
four Sepoys, who took away his turband, brass number, Division letter, and sandals.
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5 Thc Head Quarter Inspector and Inspector Matcher then reported what Lad taken pla

to C()I()“ l l l'()“ ( |)]ll.llinlal'
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l enlcnt 0" c llltOIlmOth \[l lqtl at‘ “ho aave thCHl an('te

inz the Station. Colonel Eaton then gave orders confining the scpoys t(i) thm:fll‘tlliz the Lu ar
pormitting five men at a time; uader a Non- Commissioned Oflicer, t'o proceed in unifv
to make purchases.

6. On the cvening of the 11th, between 5 and 7 o
Sepoys with fixed Bayonets patrolled the bazaar. Appareotly about ¢ or 6:30 r. M., mt 1(()1‘)
No. 411, Vecrasawmy, of the office guard, was returning from Lis rice, when he was att I\L o
beaten by Scpoys. Iead Constable Leaby, No. 524, Deputy 1lead Constable, N agappah, ant ; o z r\lr’x
. Constalle Kistappah, and No. 555, Constable Shaik Moodeen, sceing a tumult in that ¢ r(i 1
" (ahout 100 yards from the station, opposite the shop of one’ Annasawmy, ) and hearing that a -m;
stalle was being beaten, ran to the spot. Constable Vecrasawmy has recognized and pointed on
to the Court of Inquiry two Sepoys, named Shaik Gooroo and Boorun Sing, as his assailants on thia
occasion. At this time it was getting dark, and there seems to have Leen a scuflle betwesn Pulice
and the Sepoys, of which most conflieting accounts are given. ITead Constable Leahy received a
scvere blow on the head, and a Sepoy named Gopaul Pillay was also severely wounded on the head.
The latter accuses the Iead Constable of having struck him on the head with his sword, and at
the time canght hold of ITead Constable Leahy's coat, and tried to drag him to the Lines. The
Picket ITavildar and others made him let go Lis bold and sent him to the Lines. The Sepoy
Gopaul Pillay’s statement is supported Ly another Sepoy and by a milk Ley, whilst Head Conztalle
Laahy himself denics it, and the Deputy Ilcad Constable and Constables with Lim, as also G.u.nn(r
Ryon, of the Invalid Company, who happened to Le near. Ilead Constable Leahy and lis 1aen
returned to the station, and sceing the Sepoys in great numbers, with shouts advancing from the
dircetion of the Lincs, ke blew his alarm whistle toget his men tozether. The lavildar of the
Picket ; apparently consulted with his men, then advanced to the station, followed by the mf:)b. of
Sepors, and, wheeling his men right shoulders forward, gave the word *‘charge bayonets,” driving
Head Censtable Leahy and Lis men into the station. The ITead Constable from behind a piliar
parried them off with his sword, the other men taking refuge behind walls asbest they could, whilst
the Sepoys kept up a storm of stoucs and other missiles on the station, smashing the station lamp
and doigz other damage. A Native Officer appears to have cowe down and driven the men to thcir
Lines after this. ’

7. With regard to the causes “hxch led to this ill-feeling, I can only attrilute it to the fact
that the Sepoys of the Detachment have of late been much dissatisfied with the prices of food in the
bazaar, and have bad quarrels with the bazaar people, more especially with the butchers, who hLave
been *“chafting”” them. Complaints have been made against them to the Police, who have declined
to interfure, and consequently the Sepoys ha\e Lcen under the impression that the Police were in
Ieague with the Lazaar people.

8. The Police were not wholly blameless during these disturbances—the attacks on isolated
members of the Fovee, aud the generyl attack on the evening of the 11th, excited them—but I do
not consider that there is evidence against auy members of the Force sufficient to support a Crimi-
nal proseeution.  ITead Constable Leahy showed that he has not suficient nerve and coolness for
~ charge of a Cantonment Station, and I fear that Lis word ecanuot be implicitly relied on; I have
tacrefore suspended him, pending the receipt of your orders regarding his ultimate disposal.

p. x., a Dicket of a Havildar and threoe
1stabie,
d and

P. 8.—1 should mentien that, at the time of the occurrences on the evening of the 11th, the

Inzpector, Mr. D. F. Mateher, had gone to visit the Guindy Jail and Sydapett Treasury guards, of
which he has the supervision.

No. 29, OrpER THEREOY, 4th June 1866, No. S68. i
: To be recorded.

(True Extract).
: J. D. 81,

Acting Cheef Secretary.
Exd. J, H. Durns,
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