


Proceedings of the Madras Government, J
4th sze 1866.

No.24.  Read the following letter from the Magistrate ofﬁalnbar to ﬂaecluef
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Gaorge, dated Calicut, llﬁl M&y
1866, No. 60, _
I have the honor to report that, on the early morning of the 9th instant, one
Abdulla Koya, a Moplah of Calicut, a sailor, and a man of previous bad character,

murdered an old female relative, dangerously wounded another male relative, who

has been insensible since the outrage and is not expected to survive, and fired theix
house, which burned to the bare walls. This was in the heart of Calicut.
2. The Police were early on the spot, and every effort was made to apprehend

the murderer, who had been identified by a woman at the time. A man, believed to

be an accomplice, was apprehended ; but Abdulla Koya could not be found. A little
after 5 p. »., however, a woman happened to hit upon him in 2 drain not a quarter
of a mile from the scene of the outrage. In this, he had lain concealed during the
day. Immediately he saw that he had been seen he ran out, and with a knife in
each hand ran back to the burned house, and climbed a high sago palm which standl
in its yard. There he took up his position, and refused to come down.

3. The Police had got immediately on the track ; word was sent to the Inspec-
tor at the Town Station-house, who, having seen the Assistant Magistrate pass, re-
quested his attendance, and all were soon at the place.

4. Abdulla Koya was perched on the palm tree some 60 feet from the ground.
He declared repeatedly he had murdered the old woman in the morning and fired
the house. He was called on by the Police to surrender himself, as a Warrant was
out against him. The Assistant Magistrate, on his arrival, repeatedls -ummoned him
to come down. The man persistently refused, saying that he would only.come down
to kill some other persons, one, if not more, of whom he named.

5. The tree Abdulla Koya had mounted is in a small yard near others by
which an active resolute man might well manage to escape. The i.eighbourhood
is a mass of close lanes, intricate buildings, and thickly’planted gardens, into which
if a man escaped in the dark; apprehension would be almost impossible. The man
wasa powerful ruffian, armed, and desperate, and had declared his intention or
desire to commit further outrage.

6. Under these circumstances, the Assistant Magistrate ‘warned the man that,
if he did not come down, the Police would be ordered to fire upon him, This warn-
ing was deliberately repeated several times, and the muskets were pointed, but

without eftéct. "
As it was rapidly getting dark and the man’s capture was to be effected atall

hazards, the Assistant Magistrate after again deliberately warning Abdulla Koya of
the consequence of his refusal to surrender himself, without avail, gave the word to
the Police to fire.

They did so0, and the man w
effect, as he never moved or uttered s rund after it.
from the tree, and yesterday morning I ordered it to be buried by a party of con-

s shot dead, the first shot appfnc-nﬂ) taking fatal
His body was brought down

victs as that of a cond-mned felon.
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7. Mr. Overbury’s conduct has »
ment and firmness in a case which req‘ }
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