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“ 9§ 0, Public Works D.,partment, 6t Decembur 1865.

- % prices for all necessaries of life.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,z
25th Ala_/ 1866.

-

“No. 276. - Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General
: of Police, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated
Madras, 9th May 1866, No. 734. _ ‘

I have the honor to solicit the instructions of Government, with reference to
the refusal on the part of the Supreme Government to pass my Budget Estimate

for the construction of huts, &c., amounting to Rupees 53,000, ‘
2. The indispensable provision for gradually hufting our men has hitherto
_ been annually made in the Budget of the Public Works Department, in the same
manner as has always been done in regard to all bLuldmc's required for all other

- Departments of the Public Service.

’ 3 “In October last, the Government of India ruled that “ it only leads to

“ extra expense to employ the Public

. o 3254, dated 16t October 1865 “ Works Department to construct huts

“and temporary buildings which re-

L quu‘e no skﬂl and v,hlch the Civil Officers themselves can get done more cheaply,

% and quite Well enough,” and threw on Police O:ficera the construction and repair

~ of ¢ Police lines and buildings, except large Police stations,” adding that * their

¥ construction or repair may be provxded in the Civil Estlmates under each Depart-
% ment, as petty construction and repair.”

4. My Budget was returned to me for revision, in accordance with this new

principle, and the result is the total
} Nosons 4 disallowance of the usual grant for Police
L huts and lines, .

5. It was duly exp]amed, in submitting the estimate, that this was a mere

~ transfer under explicit orders. The Supreme Government reply that this explanation
- would have been sufficient in reference to any other Department, and observed, .in -
general terms, that there are xtems in the Police Budget which the) thmk admxt ,

of reduction. :

6. Thus, either the Pohce must go Wlthout sheltet', or, as the Sup1 eme Go-
vernment suggest, the money must be found by savings under other heads.

7. 'The Madras Police Budget is fairly and honestly drawn, with reference to

' actual demands. . The bulk of it is for ﬁxed Establishments actually sanctloncd
- and fully employed.

8. Uncertain and moderate savmvs, of course, accrue in consequence of casu-

" alties and temporary inability to recruit up to full strength. But these savings, to- =

| gether with any others which may accrue under the Budget grant of Rupees 39 lakhs,

have already been e1tirely appropriated, under the sanction of the Supreme Govern- -
" ment, dated 19th January 1865, No. 599, “to enable this Governmont to grant an

« allowance of batta to the subordinate ranks of the Force, to meet the pu,sent high
9. We clearly cannot treat as available “ savings” sums alveady fully ap-
proprlated to indispensable purposes, or divert any part of them to meet charges

which belong to the Public Works Budget. M: reover, these ‘¢ siviugs™ under

every head are rapidly  decreasing, and this year will be small. uc\ual Districts
have only been granted the boon of batta during some months of th.e passud oiticJal

: year, noththstandmg high prices, bocause the BaY uags would not adwit of the full -
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L grant. We cannot now withdraw this pledge. The pay of the Force is avowedly 1 _ - " , fnnless so provided, there is absolutely none.. In the low country, wherever the

t b
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inadequate ; prices are still rising, and in some Districts are almost at famine rates. ~ i g olice are not hutted, the men are practically quartered on the Villagers. These

! The savings on the entire Budget, when divided among so many men, gives but
. & small and a very uncertain rate of increased pay. '
%, 10. I have already shewn, in a former communicati
‘ November 1865, thata general reduction of the E:%tablishment cannot bc sa
- made. The proportion of Police to the population of the Presidency is 1 to 1108.
% In England it is 887, and in Ireland 1 to 420. Several Districts of this Presidency
: We cannot therefore hope to find the funds by

gonditions ought not to be allowed to continue for a day longer than is unavoidable.

| 2 ! (f%lt has been by budgetting annually for a reasonable sum—and surely £5300 for a
on, No. 2205, dated 15th # - . §whole year for a Force of 21,000 men, scattered over an area of 142,000 square miles,
fely 3 , gis reasonable—such as has been refused this year, that we are gradually providing

' ,éin Hill Districts that shelter which the lives of the men claim, and are overcoming
‘;in the inhabited parts of the country the grave objection there must ever be to.
_quartering the Police on the Villagers, ' S :

. 16. In conclusion, I venture very respectfully to express a hope, in reference
I'to the terms in which this grant hasbeen refused, viz., that an explanation which

¢ are notoriously undermanned.

disbandments. , . , :
: 11. On all sides, there are calls for increased protection. The increase which 4

has been found indispensable in the Khond and Sowrah hill countries, must, I fear, § %ﬂ_}would have been sufficient in reference to any other Department is insufficient in
* be met by transfers from other Districts which can ill-spare the reduction. The : i : ;reference to the Police, that the Government of India may still be pleased to accord
“ number of convicts confined in Jails is steadily on the increase, and the large 7 ! the same consideration to the Police as is extended to other Departments.

£'  17. The Madras Police are doing their work as fairly and successfully as
£ other Departments. They are over-worked and under-paid, and they are exposed : €
%to hardships and discomforts such as affect no other Department of the Public
Service. Ope of tha gravest of these hardships must be seriously aggravated, unless
:the r. nchment, signified in the despatch I have ventured to draw attention to, be
twitha, wn. ' | E

=z L - . B . ) ) . : )
g,,‘_ oo B :1"~a;f',,?L»-x'.: - 3 LR A P R N : - . L - - R

0. 277  To the Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Department,

' number of prisoners confined in Subsidiary Jails must, for want of hecommodation, ° i
‘e guarded in detached buildings, at an increased demand on the force required for |
"Z{S‘reneral Police duties. The revision of the Town Police Establishments, on the i
introdustion of the Towns’ Improvement Act, claims as legal grant-in-aid at least ;
. between Rupees 6000 and Rupces 7000 more than is provided for in the Budget :
“under this head. ,
12. State services are inadequately provided for. The frontiers of French. »: ‘
“SBettlements require a more numerous preventive patrol; and tirere is no,use of | ls‘
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~disguising the fact that the cstablishment for the protection of the Salt monopoly §N
s every where inadequate. - The Salt stores contain about a million and half * ¥ dated Fort Saint George, 25th May 1866, No, 816.
sterling worth of Salt, and the annual manufacture exceeds o illion. A . AN R ST ' ‘ .
8 ’ i aoufuctire exedecs ane T 1o monor £ . Referring to paragraph 11 of your letter of the 29th March last, No. 1585, dis-

‘oly of a prime necessary of life—which is manufactured under circumstances which
invite illicit traffic and render its check very difficult ; which is spontaneously pro-
‘duced over hundreds of miles of lonely swamp—cannot be adequately protected by

an establishment whose cost is only 0'46 per cent. (or 1'65 Pie of a Rupee) of the

¢ revenue derived from it. The recent addition of 12} per cent. to the monopoly
price of Madras Salt necessarily increases the temptation to smuggling ; but while this
- measure is expected to add 13§ lakhs to the revenue, or one-third of my entire Police
. Budget, no addition is made to my grant for guarding the Sult revenue, and a
" retrenchment is made which must further cripple the Establishment. ‘ |

; 13. I have several just and reasonable applications from the Board of Revenue
_for increased proiection. A Member of the Board lLas recently examined the

; matter at every Factory, and reported the provision inadequate. I know that it is

LY

i thzg the demand of State services will lead to a sacrifice of the interest of the
f . i - . : = ) . . . B

Public. - .

¢ for Police Establishments the sum required for buildings, amounting to half a lukh
~ of Rupees. e ’ o ' S :
15, The question then comes, “ can the men go without shelter” ? T unhesitat-
; ingly answer, “ no.”” The Government is aware that in all over sickly Hill Districts
1 the men’s health and lives render it indispensable that good shelter be provided ;
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i 80 but I have not a man or a Rupee to meet these calls. 1 have great apprehensions |

14. Under these circumstances, we cannot pretend to meet out of the estimato
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T’allowing an item of 53,600 Rupees, being a charge for the construction of Police
“Huts, entered in the Budget Estimates of the Revenues and Receipts and the Civil
iExpenditure of this Presidency, for the ensuing official year, 1866-67, I am directed
S o S to submit, for the favorable consideration
oth May 1866, No.736. ~ and orders of the Government of India,
£ o the annexed copy of a letter from the
: Inspector General of Mofussil Police, showing the urgent necessity which exists for
£ the grant in question, and the impossibility of meeting it from savingsin the Police
£ Budget. e e S ‘ ’
. 9. The Government of India are aware that, hitherto, it has been usual to pro-
CoL e T vide for hutting the Police in the Public
e of Indis, 16th October 1863, Works Budget ; that, under the Orders
T e Co e noted in the margin, the charge was
transferred to the Civil estimates; and that the item disallowed is thus a mere trans- :
. fer, under explicit orders, from the Public Works to the Police Budget. o
( 3. With reference to the remark of the Government of India, that, in their
opinion, the Budget grant of 39 lakhs of Rupees for the Madras Police provides for
some items which are susceptible of retrenchment, Mr. Rovinson explains that the
Police Budget being framed with reference to actual demands on account of fixed
establishments fully employed, the margin for savings is not large ; that such savings
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3qf the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

g ~ Proceedin |
95¢h May 1866. : ?

ary inability to recruit up to full strength
" are already appropriated, under the sanc-
 #on of the Supreme Government, towards
" the allowance of batta to subordinate:
all the neccssaries of life ; that .

as do accrue from casualties end tempor

19th Janusry 1865, No. 599

R R R s

ranks of the Force, to meet the prcsent high prices of

- these savings under every head are rapidly decreasing, and this year will be small ;.
¢ and that several Districts have been granted batta during some months only of the,
f past official year, because the savings would not admit of the full grant. é
i -~ 4. Mr. Robineon, likewise, shows thats general reduction of the existing Force
©  cannot be safely made. He points out that the proportion of the Police to the popu-+
’ lation is already smaller in this Presidency than clsewhere ; that on all sides there |
- are calls for increased protection ; that the increase which has beon found indispen--
i sable in the Khond and Sowrah: Hill tracts has to be met by transfers from other’
. Districts which can ill spare reduction ; that the revision of the Town Police Esta-:
blishments, in connection with the Towns' Improvement Act about to be introduced, i
entails the payment of a Government contribution in aid of Municipal Funds of!
- between 6000 and 7000 Rupees over and above the provision in the Budget; that the
i frontiers of the French Settlements require a More nUMerous preventive patrol than
now exist; and that the Establishments for the protection of the salt monopoly is’
é every where inadequate. - : : i

; 5. Under these circumstances, and as it is indispensable for the well-being ﬂg!

% the Force that the necessary shelter should bé provided for the men, I am directed.

: *" to request that special sanction may be accorded for the sum which has been dig

fallowed. . . o ;

R e .
PR e AT 5T e
A e

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
- R Chief Secretary. J
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