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~ With :Z}’erence to the Order of Grovernment noted in fhe margm, 52 lmve tho,

' honor to inform you that, on the 28th

.Juilieial Department, 21ut Felraary 1866, No. 263. Febrnary, I callcd UPOH Dr Peﬂrs(;'

' Superintendent of the Jail at Calicut, to

_ furmsh me with a full Report regarding the dispatch of the gang of conviets to

- Madras on the 5th idem, and 1, herewith, forward lns reply, togeﬂler thh the sub-
sequent correspondence on the subject.

2. Dr. Pearse explams, in the second pa.ragraph of liis Tetter, that although
the convicts were not in robust health; he was of opinion, consndermg the great
recent sickness and mortality in the Jail, that all convicts who could bear a move
ought to be sent away at the earliest opportunity, and he states his ‘conviction that
~more than one life has been saved by the step. Inthe 3rd paragraph, he explains

the cause which led to the gang being® placed in the train on the moming ‘of the
‘6th without a proper meal, viz., that the men were so fottered that they had noet
- safficient freedom of action to enable them to cook, and that the Police had refused

to allow the handcuffs to be removed from the leg irons. The: lotter from the
Inspector Greneral of Police, which is herewith enelosed confirms this statement.

3. It would have been better had the gang been provided with food before
leaving Calicut on the morning of the 5th ; but, even had this been done, £he un-
expected dptentmn of the party at Beypoor, unhl the morning of the Gth, involved
the necessity of cooking at that place; and that such was not carried out does not
appear. to have been the fault of the Warder.

. 4. Ofthe 22 convicts, one dicd in the train between Beypoor and Salem, as
-stated and one the Madras Penitentiary, on the 0th February, of Dropsy. Thc
remaining 20 were embarked for Port Blair on the 7th April, their health having
improved considerably during their two months' stay at Madras, * There had becn

* 21 deaths in the Jail at Calicut in the month of January, and as the health of the
prisoners continued unusually bad at the time of the transfer, the grounds assigned
by Dr. Pearse for removing the convicts to Madras appear to me to be sufficient.

From_ Aﬁmstant Surgeon R. E. PEARSE, Superintendent of Jail, Calicut, to the Inspestor
- Genoral of Jails, Ootacamund ; dated Caligut, 6th March 1866, No. 8.
 “ T'huve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 820, of 28th ultimo, giving
cover to- Order of Government, Judicial Department, 21st February 1866, No. 263, ealling for a
Teport npon the prisoners lately despatched from this to Madras, %

2. - First, as regards the health of the prisoners when sent from Calicut, I may observe that
they were not by any means in robust health, The point, however, to which I directed my attention
waa simply whether or not they were fit to travel, and, with reference to this, I examined all the
men most carefuliy a day or two hefore thoy were dispatched—the more sickly among them, more

mptmg them, atthe same time, from labor of allkind. As Ihaveadmitted, they were
' th; 1t may be smd 1 onght not te. ha.ve sent them at all ;in roply, I can only say

.
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L .i Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, p
23rd May 1866, +

A

From the Inspector General of Police, to the Inspector General of Jails ; dated Madras, 30th April
f‘ 1866, No. 696. , ~

With reference to yeur letter dated 22nd March 1866, No. 932, the Superintendent of Police
of Malabar reports that the convietsin question had to he kept in the Adghari’s Cutcherry at
Chalium (Beypore) for the night. It is an open shed ; and for greater security the eentre ring of
the leg chains (which is usually fastened to the waist) was passed through the handeuffs by which
transported convicts are coupled in pairs in transit.

2. In doing this the Police Officers clearly erred in judgment, and orders have been given
that leg irons and handeuffs are not in fature to be connected in any way.

3. He was further wrong in not uncoupling the conviets temporarily to admit of their taking
their meal. Care will be taken that this does not recur, ,

4. T atiribute these errors, on the part of the Officer in charge, to anxiety about his charges
alone. He found himself unexpectedly with a band of the Malabar convicts under sentence of
transportation, at Chalium, with no accommodation whatever, and six miles from any aid, and he
seems to have taken undue measures to prevent escape,

No. 243, - ORDER THEREON, 23rd May 1866, No. 800,
To be recorded.
(True Extract). .
A, J. ARBUTHKOT,
ki, SN L . Chief Secretary,

B = L e S L

£xd, R, H, Lee,
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