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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmen!
18t May 1866

No. 183.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Magistrate, Tanjore, to :
the Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George dated Vallam,
9th May 1866, No. 101.

I have the honor to report that two persons so closely answering the descrip-
tions contained in the Roll published on page 638 of this year's Fort Saint George
Gazelle, as to lcave but little doubt of their being the convicts therein referred to,’
have been apprehended at Negapatam, and are now in custody of the Police, Pre-

. vious to the arrival of the descriptive Roll, the Captain of tho vessel from Penang,
in which these men were found 1urking, handed them over to the Magistracy, on
his arrival at Negapatam, and Mr. Hutchins had already written to Penang, con-
jecturing, from their having got on board surreptxtlously at that port, that they
wero escaped convicts. . ~ \

2. The receipt of the Roll seems to clear up all doubt, One, it appears from
this information, was tried at Mysore, and tho other at Belzaum, and that both are
gentenced for hfe. It scems scarcely worth sending them to these distant localities
for identification, and considering the strong case against them, the wisest cour se
appears o be to send them to Madras, for subsequent re-shipment to Penang; but I
shall be glad of Government instructions on this matter. I enclose abstracts in
English of the very vague and unsatisfactory accounts they give of themselves, and
I may add that they escaped from Jail the day previous to the sailing of the vessel
upon which they were apprehended, and upon which, as I before stated they had
clandestinely embarked. Mr, ITutchins, in the concludmg paragrnpb of hm ..epor[
makes the following observations regarding the disposal of these men, and in
which I quite concur :—

‘ As they are already sentenced to the very highest punishment, short of
% death, provided by the Penal Code, it docs not secem that any objeet would be
“ gained by prosecuting them under Section 226 of the Indian Penal Code. It
* seems, therefore, necessary only to obtain witnesses to their identity, and bave them
“ returned to Penang, though the circumstances are so conclusive, in my opinion,
¢ that they might be returned without previous sworn identification.”

.

One prisoner states that his name is Rengan ; that he is & Native of Neilgherries in Coimba-
tore District. He is & laborer by profession, cutting grass and carrying loads. Ile was travel-
ling over several parts of the country, and at last he proceeded to Madras as a carrier with a certain
gentleman, whence be embarked for Penang about three years ago, where he was working as a eooly.
He was unwell there, and with a view to return to his own country, he embarked on board a vessel.

He met the prisoner Muthappa in the ship ; while on board he was spprchended as a thief. He l
had a silver coin worth 2} Rupees, and a handkerchief. They are now with the Police. Tha prison-
er addsthat he never was convicted before, nor was he in Jail at Penang and escaped.
' (Signed) A. R. HUTCIINS,
Acting Joint Magisirate.

One prisoner states that his name is Muthappa ; that he is a Native of Thandapettai, Bellary.
o is a laborer by profession, cutting and selling firewood. IIo has been always a wanderer, not
staying in any one place for more thaneizht months. At last, he arrived at Malras, whence he
embarked for Penang about six years ago, where he was employed as a laborer. Ile saw prisoner
Rengan at Penang, sea coast, and they both left Penang on board a vesscl. In the veszel thcre was .
& discharged Poon who asked the prisoner two Rapees. They did not give, and the pean apprchends’
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‘ed them as being thieves, and delivered them over to the authority. = Prisoncr had six Tupces and
odJ, and two gold rings which are now in the station. . Prisoner further staies that ho was neither

‘formerly convicted, nor did he escape from custody &t Penang.
' (Signed) A. R, ITCTCHINS,

: : . . dcting Jo.mt Magratrales

4
]

I\o 184. Orper THEREON, 18th May 1866, No. 781,

‘t.1e foregoing letter, under proper custody, to the Commissioncr of Police at

{Madras.
/ 2. Ontho arrival of the men, Captain Hearn will be sogood as to compare them

N

i’Wxth tho descriptive Roll published at page 638 of the Iore Saint George Gazetle,
‘9pth April last, and submit his opmxon as to their identity, for the information and

[or ders of Government.

RV ‘ - (True Extract).
. e Chief Secretary.
A
l] -
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. ‘o the Actmg Ma.gmtrate of Tamore J
:,, Commissioner of Pohce ,
i ‘ ) _ o . ) *
-
?;:1 .
( Exd. J. H. Burns.
yﬁlsi L N T

The Acting Magistrate will take measurcs to send the prisoners rcfen‘cd foin
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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