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Read again letter from the Principal Inspector General, Medical Department, dated
'21st December 1865, No. 388, and recorded in Proceedings of the 5th
April 1866, No. 498.
No. 177, Read also the following letter from the Officiating Principal Inspector
~ General, Medical Department, to the Chicf Sccretary to Goyernment,
Fort Saint George; dated Fort Saint George, 1stMay 1866, No, 160.
WD reference T UTder or Government, Judiciel Department, No. 498,
5th April 1866, I have tho -honor teo
A _ submit Mr. Dougall’s explanation.
2. Mr. Dougall explains that & Telugu Urzee had been sent to his bouse, but
had missed him. The message he received at 5-30 . 3, Was a verbal message.
8. Mr. Dougall, in paragraph 6 of his letter, shows that his public duties at
that particular timo were. very numerous, but. it is to be regretted that he did
not at once, upon receiving the verbal message, make the necessary examination of
the body. , :
4. Ishall call the attention of Medical Officers fo the necessity of making

No. 84, dated Rajahmundry, 19th April 1866,

Jjudicial post mortem examinations with as little delay as possible.

From Assistant Surgeon J. DOUGALL, Ciril Surgeon, Rajahmundry, to the Deputy Tnspector

General of Hospitals, Northern Division, Waltair ; dated Rajahmundry, 19th April
1866, No.34. , j
I bave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your Memorandum, No. 290, dated 16th April
1888, forwarding *‘ Proceedings of Government, Judicial Department,” dated 5th April 1866,
and beg to state, in reference to the order thereon, that a Telugu Urzee was sent by the Sub-
Magistrate. This Urzeo stated ‘ that & body had been found dead, near Alipur, and I wasto
examine and certify if there were any marks of violence upon it.”” It was a mere verbal message
that I rocelved at 5-30 P. u., but the Urzee had been sent to my house, and missed mo by the way.
Its contents had beon correctly communicated to me by the Dresser, and it eontained not the
slightest indication as to what the suspicious circumstances were which called for the examina-
tion. : ’
2.- Engaged a3 I wasthat day, and at the late hour (sunset) at which I received notice that
the body had been sent to the Dispensary, I could not have made a post mortem examination by
day-light ; and as I was then on my way to visit a patient, and I was simply called upon to certify

. &8 to marks of violence, I decided to examine the corpse in the morning.

3. 1lad the Sub-Magistrate's letter given any information as to what the suspicious eircum-
stances were attending the death of this woman, I would have set every other duty aside, and
made an immediate examination of the corpse, and there would then have been some guide as to
what course of examination I ought to have pursued ; and I need not remind you that the most
minute post mortem examination, without a chemical analysis, will not disclose the cause of death,
whon certain poisons have been employed to produce it. -

4. But cngaged as I was that evening, unaware that the body had been so long dead befors
being sent to the Dispensary, and no} informed that th“ were any suspicious circumstances
(further than that it had been ** found doad” at Alipur), I did not consider that an examination
by candle-light that evening would be so satisfactory as if made by day-light the following
morning. "And as Alipur is not over & mile from the ITospital, I never imagined that the woman
had been dead for more than an hour or two, in which case there would have been nothing to pre-
vent me examining the body the following morning. P ‘ ,

5. On the 5th Dccember 1865, I explained to Mr. Carmichael that, if Sub-Magistrates
were instructed to communicate to the Medical Offiger the suspicious circumstances attending the
death of the body to be examined, it would lead to more satisfactory results,

6. Dy a reference to the records of your Office, you will observe that, at the time referred to,
beaides the various duties I had to perform as Civil Surgeon, I was Superintendent of the Jail,
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