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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
‘ 8th May 1865, _

‘No.101.  Read the following Proceedings of Government in ’éhe Pullic Works
Department, dated 19th Barch 1866, No. 889. o

Communiecating, for information, tho steps™ | ,
taken to prevent, as far as possible, a | .. e Ty
recurrence of the accidents which have | (Vido Procecdings, Public Works Depart-
lutely oceurred by obstructions being ment, dated 19th March 1866, Nos.
placed on the Railway line between Tri- | 395—399). '
patore and Salem. ; : , S

- T —— .

No.102. . Ozpem THEREOY, 8th May 1866, No. 704. |

. * Communicated to the Inspector Gencral of Police. .
L ,  (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
' T ‘ Chief Secretary.
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Proceedmg: of the Madras Gorernment -Public Works Department.
19th March 1866.

, Read the following letters :—
No. 395. From the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the Secretary
to Government, Department Public Works, dated Madras, 28th February
18€6, No. 99.

1. With reference to G. O. of the 21st instant, No. 603, I have the honor to
gubmit, for the information of Govern-

Agent and Manager's letter, No. 125, dated 23rd  ment, the papers enumerated in the
D?"&“gﬁ%?&:;;g;&o Egﬁlﬁ’;sl&bﬂ margin, relating to the recent accident
on the South-West line, near Mulla—

pooram.

- 2. Captain Weldon's full a.nd clear report will place the Government in pos-
session of every thing which has yet transpired regarding the accident, and with
most of his remarks upon tho subject I fully concur. '

3. The success with which the perpctratorg of this most gross outracre accom-
plislied their work was doubtless due to neglect of duty on the part of the Line
Watchman, and it is clear that the effective supervision of these men is the first
measure to boe taken with a view to the prevention of similar attempts. I trust

that the arrangements proposed by the A gent and Chief Engineer will secure this

supervision,

4. The Railway authoritics d1ﬁ'er from Captam Weldon, with regard to the .
effect which the employment of Canstables, to patrol a portion of the Railway, pro-
duced upon the attempts to obstruct the line. The employment of these*Con-
stables was sanctioned by Government
on the Gth June® 1864, and they were
refained until July 1803, a period of

¢ G, 0. No. 369.

thirteen months. Mr. Smart points out that during this time, five cases of obstruc-

tions occurred upon the portion of the line under their supervision, and argues that

:  little or no good resulted from their entertainment. Looking to the number of cases

of this nature which occurred in the early part of 1864, four attempts having been |

" made within twen’c};r -two days in the months of March and April, and to tho result of

asimilar experimentt upon the linc of the -

' Scmu‘mned by Government on the 12th  Great Southern Rullwuy, I am by no
Au*uatlQﬁo in G. O. I\o 464.

means clear that Mr. Smart is correct in

hxs inference; but from the issue of a conference which was held }‘esterday upon

- the subject, and ‘which i3 clsewhere communicated to Government, it i3 evident that

tho increased cxpense is the principal ground upon which the Railway authorities
objact to the employment of tho State Police.

5.  With rezard to the Permanent Waoy materials being left upon the Railway, .
1 agree with Mr. Smart that ¢ while renewals aro being proccedcd with, it i3 quite
1mpo‘xs1b10 to avoid having somo matcrials scattered along the line.” '1ho instrue-

" tions which have been issued will doubtless lead to greater care being taken of these

materials, g0 as to prevent enl—dnpoxd persons from getting access to them; but
nothinz save the strictest watch will avail to prevent large stones being pl:u.ed as

- obstiuctions, upon tho rails.
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| Proceeé:ﬁg: of tlze Madras Government, Pubhc TVorl.: Department_
i 18tk March 1866.

-

: 6. The orders to which Mr. Elwin alludes were issued many years ago, 1

"am by no means clear whether they could now be strictly enforced ; and under the
improved Police arrangements of late years, it seems hardly fair to place much

“responsibility on heads of villages. The Magistrate of Salem has been recently
-addressed on the subject; but I think that we should look chiefly to the Watching

i
4

‘of the Line Watchman, referred to in paragraph'2 of his letter, No. 127, and it
‘shall be duly reported to Government; anything further which may transpire
regardmg thm accident shall also be at once commumca.ted to Govemment

' ——

b

for Railways, dated Madras, 23rd February 18668, No. 125.
1. Adverting to my communications® ss noted in the margin, I have the honor to submit,

i % Nos. 85 aad 80, 8tk Instant, and 9, L3th instest.

for the information of Government, a copy ‘of" :
Captain Weldon's report, with reference to the

- Establishment, and to the Police, to prevent offences of the nature complained of.
7. The Agent has been requested to let me know the result of the prosecution :

- From the Agent and Mamger of tho Madras Railway Company,to the Acting Consulting Engineer |

accident near Mulliapooram, on the night of °

the 7th instant, together with copy of |commumcanon from the Chief Engmeer commentmg on

that report. - .

2. Government will observe, that attempts to obstruct our trains, did not cease altogether as
stated in paragraph 6 of Captain Weldon's report, during the employment of the special Constables
"to patrol the line at night, and whose services were dupenud with upon the r&commendanon of

1 Mr. Robinson, the Inspector General, and Captain Drever.

" 3. To double the number of Night Watchmen on tho length between Tnpatore and Salcm,

‘and to appoint an Inspector over them, to see that they perform their duties efficiently, will, I .

trust, meet the difficulty pointed out by Captain Weldon, from the fact that these men will then be
able to pass over their allotted distances so freqnenﬂy as to render next to mponmblo & repetition
of tho gross attempt of the 7th instant. : : L : :

4! “The attention of Engineers has been agun ca.Hed to the neceesity of concentratmg s

observed that the miscreants on the recent occasion did mot content] themselves with using

" Railway chairs or sleepers, but placed on the metals a stone weighing some 50 or 60 Ibs.

. 5. Any precautions which the Railway authorities may take, will not, in my opinion; do half

the good which would result from the carrying out of tha Orders of Government Nos. 188 of the °
19th June 1856, and 25 of the 16th January 1857, printed ot pages 45 and 33 of the Compen- !
dium of Railway Orders, which place the responsibility upon the headﬂ of nllageu of preventing

tttemptl to place obstructxonl ‘upon any lme of Railway.

6. 'The subject is & very important one, and will, I feel utmﬁed recexve every attention at

‘the hands of His Excellency the Governor in Council.

From the Chief Engineer, to the Agent and Manager, dated Madras, 21st Febmi.ry 1866 "No. 124.
1. Ibeg leave to make the following remarks on Captain Weldon s report regarding the

sccident near Mulliapooram on the 7th instant.

. 2. In June 1864, eleven Constables were employed, on the recommendation of the Inspector

General of Police, to patrol the 2nd Division, South- West Line, and see that the Watchmen attended

tto their duties. These men were retained until July 1865, and durmg that penod the return of
obstructions on their beat was as follovs —

. much as possible, all Permanent Way materials used in the repair of the line, but it will be
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' .Beypoor left Mulliapooram at 10 p. x.

Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Publw Works Department
19¢A March 1866. |

Memorandum of attempts made on the 2nd Division. Dates of Engin'cer‘a lecter.

17th June 1864, 2018t milo. Placing chairs, 14th June.

1et July . ,, 14%#% do. 2 pot-sleepers placed, 24th June.
19th Dee. ,, 156th do. 4 chairs placed, 18th December.

17th Jan. 1865, 150th and 151st miles. Obstruction not stated.
15th Feb. ,, 123rd do. Chairs, 12th February.

3. You will observe that during the last five months no attempts to obstruct trains were
made, and this is probably what Captain Weldon means when he says that the attempts ceased
altogether while the Police were employed, but if this cessation was due to their presence it is
somewhat remarkable that no renewal of these outrages took place until the 7th February or nearly
seven months after the Police were removed. My own opinion is, that we derived no benefit from
the presence of the Police, and I presume that the Police authorities themselves were of the same

~opinion a3 the removal of the Constatles was, I believe, suggested by them.

4. 1 fearitwould bo & difficult matter to get any number of strangers to fill the post of

- Watchman. The men naturally prefer to be located near their own villages, and if strangers were

employed, plots would be set on foot by interested persons to get rid of them.

. 5. I concur with Captain Weldon in thinking that it will be adviaable to increase tho number
of Night Watchmen on the length from Tripatoor te Salem, where we are most liable to these at-
tempts, I will therefore double the number and appoint an Inspector over them. As regards super-
vision, T have issued instructions for the Inspcctors to travel by night trains at uncertain intervals

_ at least four times in each month, in order tosatisfy themselves that the men are at their posts.

I called the attention of Enginecrs on a former occasion to the necessity of concentrating a3 much

as possibla Permanent Way materials at Watchmen'a buts and other depbts hut I need hardly pointé
out to you that while renewals are being proceeded with it is quite impossible to avoid having some
materials scattered along the line. The subject shall, however, again be brought to the notice of tha

Engineers.
(True Copy.) : :
(Signed) R. B. ELWIN,
Agent and Manager,
From the Assistant Inspector General of Police, to the Agent and Manager of the JMadras Railway
 Company, dated Madras, 19th February 1866.
I enclose Captain Weldon's report on the late Railway aocidont near Mulliapooram for your -
perusal, and shall feel obliged by your returning the same.

——n

I‘rom the Supennbendent of Polico, to thy Assistant Inmactor Gonaral of Police, dated Madras,
16th February 1866
: Railway accident near Mulliapooram on night of 7th February 1866.
1. In accordunce with instructions I procecded to Mulliapooram on 9th instant.
I found Capttun Storey, the District Superintendent of Polico at Mulliapooram, making
enquiry into the circumstances attending the accident on the night of 7th February.

2. I saw the Driver of the train (Gomez), and he states, “¢ that thoe 7-15 4. x. train from
At about 175th mile, or between 177} and 178th mile, ho
stopped the train in consequence of hanng run over something. Examined the engine and carriages.
Communicated with the Guard, and sent on one of the Firemen (Daroogen) with a lamp to cxamine
the lino in front. Daroogen returned saying, he had gone about three telegraph posts’ distance ahead

“and could sco nothing unusual. On examinimg the line on the eastsido, found halfa pot-sleeper

broken in two about throe tracks' length in rear of the train ; part of the slecper was between the

trainand part about s foot and a half outside.
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Startéd the train sgain at a slow pace ; at aboat three telegraph posts west of 1774 mile

< went over some otler obstruction ; before the train could be atopped went over something else, and
* on the train being stopped and search mado the Chief Guard Shaik Mokedeen and the third Fire- \

, G. 1Inall these cases detection is rarely possible, tho means for effecting the obstruction are
ot ﬁ);nd, icilem;]y li‘idﬁl;e‘dy by the side of the line. Almost every working villager along the line
o erstands how to i . . . ] .
‘ man found another pot-sleeper damaged, lying between the rails two or three trucks' length in rear : .;' the Watchman is on hisc:ea::st]::;l ksl?:?:); . on;:;lly sp:;t aﬁifd:rk night is sﬁle?ted ’ e::; ::
 of the train ; returned to the engine and asked Assistant Fircman Clarke if ho had locked in front for - " walk tho whole length of his beat just befm? fmin oanda o, 0 ggez"ﬁ: mn‘; ‘;_;;pzze .
. any more obstructions ; Clarke replied, that ho had gone ahead and could see nothing. Pub the ample opportunity is afforded to laco stenes or chut 18 ‘"f;c " :'0 1:. e
3 train in motion again at a slow paco. About 200 yards west of the 177th mile went over _ ) ; ‘ 13 or other cbstructions on the line.
~ gomething else, which threw the engine and three goods waggons off the line, damaging the engine, - : ‘ ,

It is very rarely indeed that satisfactory evidence can be obtained. Either it is so positively ‘.

the fire-box to be secured, and went to ace after the train snd passengers. -~ Opened the doors of the

' carriages to let thoss who wished to get out ; sent off one of tho Guards ‘wit.h a telegram to be

despatched from Mulliapooram to Salem.
The train was protected behind by the three tail lights, he (Driver) with Guard went east to

. protect the train and place detonating signala ou the line.

Finding no Watchman near, and not having seen one for some tim£c, went east to the first

‘ Watchman's hut near 176} mile. Inthis hut found o man aslecp with a Company’s badge, No. 127,

on him. The Guard said this was the Watchman, and the man said Lhis name was Callen. After

g taking every procaution to protect the train on tho east side, returned with the Watchman Callen

_in custody. Went down the train again to the passengers, and found that no one was seriously

hurt. Went west and placed detonating signals on the line, and tried to find a Watchman on this

(west) side. Found no Watchman, nor was any light seen in that length. Returned to the train

and remained with it till Driver Smith came with Liig engine and some coolies to render assistance,

“about half past 6a.m. Atabout7 or 8a. x.Mr. Iuyothe, Assistant Trafic Manager, and

Mr. Read, the_Locopotivq,Foﬁrcmanl_agr’iy'od, and a report wus mode tothem. 7,
On examining the ground in the morning at dawn found a large stone, weighing some 50 or

© 60 1bs., which had evidently been run over by the train.”

3. From the enquiries I have made I consider the present case to be one of the worst that has

. yet occurred or been attempted. The ohstructions commenced between the 177} and 178th mile,
 and wers continued at intervals wuntil the final disaster was caused by the train rupning into a
. number of pot-sleepers which, from an examination of the live and engine, I should say had been

: keyed on. All the obstructions appear to have been placed chiefly on one line of rail, the northern

rail, 80 as to ensure as far as possible throwing the train off the line. The Guard states that he counted

eight eleepers on each rail, but from the way they wero scattered by the train there may be some doubt

as to how they were placel. The number of aleepers uzed and the evident general motive to be

» presumed from the way in which the obstructions were placed would scem to point to some reason
" or motive for the crime other than ill-will to any particular Watchman, which ia the usual cause of
- theso attempts. It is said that some of the villagers of Pillapurty (which is close to where the

aaid accident occurred) bear ill-will towards the Watchman Callen, but the obstructions commenced

in the ncizhbouring beat to Callen’s ; however, that may be accidontal, as the night was very dark,
and the perpetrators may not have becn able to distinguish where Callen’s beat commenced.

4. This Watchman's (Callen's) lamp was quite cold, and evidently hud not been lighted for
some time. The Driver states that on leaving Mulliapooram he only saw one Watchmen’s light,
and that near Mullapooram, and no more till Le came to the length beyond Callen’s to the eastward,
so that alvantage was taken either of a gross mneglect of duty on the part of the Watchmn (2) in
whose length the accident occurred, or those Watchmen are themselves implicated, though itis
difficult to find any motive on their part for an activo participation in the crime, However, they
are clearly liable for breach of duty under the Railway Act. ’ . ,

5. I rcmained with Captain Storey, and every endeavour was made to ohtain “some clueto - .
the perpetrators of the crime, but little satisfactory information was obtained ; the Police are "
- ptill working ut the case, and it is possible yet to detect the parties concerned.

- R T A

* tender, and some of the waggons. Was himself, with the Fireman, thrown off the engine. Ordered - -

P R R

‘direct a3 to cause suspicion of its truth, or so gencrally circumstantial as to be equally consistent

-1with innocence a8 with gnilt:

T

£

LI

‘} I; the running ?f night trains is to be continued, the Company and public mast look for @fety :
-0 such measures being adopted as will make it very improbable, if not impossitle, that any attempt '
can be made to obstruct the line without discovery by the Watchmen, Deteciton is, as a rule,

hopeless.  Prevention ia quite possible, and much more satisfactory.

A short time ago it was found advisable to employ a cerﬁin number of Police Officers to patrol .

the line at night and supervise the Watchmen.

¥

¢
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. ].'Ihe exfnployment of these men was attended with most beneficial results. Attempt's to obstruct .
the line which had bocome seriously frequent ceased altogether, and the services of the Police were

dispensed with,

At pre:sent the Night Watchmen are under no supervision, and neglect th'eir daty accordingly.
There is a Watchman to every mile and a half, this may be sufficient in the day time, but the !

night beats should be shortened at least one half, and the men placed under very strict supervision. '

¥

I understand from the local Officers that ;-;at:hﬂgculty i;s‘ﬁevr{;e;icnced in proc;riﬁg_ Night
Watchmen. The pay is about 5—10 Rapees per mensem, I think it is very questionable policy to

_amploy as Watchmen residents of the villages cloge to the line. These people are mixed upin all |
- the family and village squablles, and plot and counterplot is continually going on, I have been in- :

gy

+ formed that the villagers both dread and dislike these Watchmen, and are continually apprehensive *
" that charges will be brought against them either of having Railway property (iron, &¢.) in their

 possession, or of trespasa. Some of these charges may doubtless be well founded, but many, 1 fear,
" are not. i ’ : : ’ '

For all these cases of ohstructing the line, or at all events in the ‘ majoriﬁ of the cases, the :
means whereby the obstruction ia effected are provided by the Company. It would be very

/" desirable that some arrangement be mads to avoid leaving iron chairs, ‘sleepers, &c., lying unpro- :

tected by the side of the line ; repairs were being carried on close to 'the place where this acci- .

~ dent occurred, and numbers of pot-sleepers were lying about. It might be possible to place such

articles in charge of & Watchman.

.Tho Watchman in whose length this accident occurred has been forwarded to the Magistrate -:

- ; for trial :

The train when it ran into the last group of sleepers was travelling at the rate of about 10 -

. miles an hour, the maximum authorized speed for night trains being, I believe, 13 miles an hour.

; a good deal of time had been consumed in eramining the line on the occasion of the tw

The Driver says it was about 1040 p. ¥. when his engine was thrown off the line, and that |

stoppaces. 0 ‘ previous

3

. It is difficult of course to judge in eool blood what has been done jn an emergency, butit cere -
tainly does occur to one's mind that having already passed twice over obstructions and no Watch- -

. men being visible, a lower rato of epced or more extended examination of the line would have been

- advisable.
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Procecdm 78 of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmens.
19¢h March 18C6.

Anpy further steps taken from time to time will be reported by myself or CaptunStorcy, who is

conducting the enquiry.
(True Copies.) ‘ ’
R.-B. ELWIN,

(Signed)
' dgent and Manager.,

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Rai]ny Company, to the Acting Consulting Engineer -

for Railways, dated Madras, 24th February 1866, No. 127.

1. With reference to your communication of the 23rd instant, No. 119, intimzting that the
Government desire to bs kept fully informed of all that may be discovered with respect to the
recent accident near Mullapooram, I have the honor to state, that with my letter dated yesterday,

No. 125, I submitted a copy of Captain YWeldon's report thereon, as alzo the observations of Mr-
Smart, and at the same time informed you of the precautionary moasures we intended taking with
a view to ensure the safe working of trains by night. '

2. In reply to paragraph 2 of your letter under reference, I beg to state, that the Line
Watchman was found aslocp in his hut, and that his neglect of duty, for which he is being prose-
cuted by the Police, enabled the miscreants to place obstructions upon the line. This man had a
range of 1§ mile, and as the night was dark, I nced hardly remark that had he been at his post,
he could not have secn the whole of .his beat at one view. Even by day, owing to curves, inclina-
tions of gradients, &c., &c., » Watchman cannot supcrvise the whole of his rango at a glance.

3. Night Watchmen aro provided with hand lanterns, with which, en the nights, when there

is no moon, they inspect the line, and show signals to passing trains, but these lanterns would not
enahls A Watohman t5 s00 moro thm R0 ox 30 yardo abead of him, S :
4. Arrangements will be lmmed.mtely made to double the staff of l\xght Watchmcn on the

2nd Division of the South-West Line, and I ycsterday _applied to you for authonty to employ an
Inspector to overlook these men.-

-+ 5. You will have lcarnt by my communieation’ of yestcrday, that mstrucnone have been
issued to the District Engmeors to concentrate, a3 much as possible, all Permanent Way materials,
used in the repair of the line, and I have made known the wishes of Government in this respect
_to the Chief Eng_ineer, who will, 1 am satisfied, give effect to them. :

6. I trust that these edditional precautions will prove effective,

No. 396.

_ charge, dated Madras, 3rd March 1666, No. 107.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Actmﬂ' Con-
sulting Engineer for Raﬂways dated Madras, 2nd March 1866, No. 134. -

" I have the honor to submit copy of a letter, which reached me yesterday,
_frorn the Honorablo D. Arbuthnott, Collector of Salem, and to state, thatin accord-
~ance with his suggestion, I have requested him to oﬂ'er a reward of Rupees 250 to
be paid to any one who erl give such information as will lead to the apprehen-

sion, and subsequont conviction of the offenders, who placed obstructions upon the .

Rallway near Mulliapooram, on the night of the 7th ultimo.

From the Maglstra.tc of Salem, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Ra.llvra.y, dated Salcm
24th February 1866, No. 2.

1. With reference to your letter to the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated 15th instant,

No.103, I havo the honor to inform you that from enqumes made on the spot Iam of opinion,

Endorsement of the Deputy Consulting Engincer for Railways, in

: “ M%J-AJW““'
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1" Prcceedmg: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
P 19tk March 1866,

. that tho offer of a reward of 200 or 330 Rupees for the conviction of the offenders would probably
. be attended with good results. ‘
2. The village of Pilaparty, within the limits of which the crime was committed, belongs to
the Mittah of Kuditoor, and I have called on the Mittahdar to give every assistance in his power
towards the detection of the offcnders.
3. There are four men in this village under strong suspicion, but the evidence against them
is not as yet sufficiently strong to warrant their arrest, but I think if a reward was offered more

t ' o : - evidence would soon be forthcoming.

: : A Major Stewart having stated in his letter of the 25th ultimo, No. 99, the

SR i © (True Copy)
. . . (Signed) WALTER F. HOOPER,
.f ' ) For Agent and Manager.

. I approve of the offer of & reward, as suggested by the Magistrate of Salem,
- and would recommend sanction being accorded to the disbursement of the sum of-
" Rupees (250) two hundred and fifty, in the event of the information desired

" being obtained. :
SR (Signed) H. N. D. PRENDERGAST, MHJOI' V.C,R.E, .
) g L o Dy Cons. Engr for Pazlwa_/s, in cﬁarge.
No.' 397, Endorsement of the Deputy Consultmrr Engineer for Ro.ﬂways in |

charge, dated Madras, 6th March 1866, No. 110. ;
- From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Rallway Company, to the Deputy .
Consulting Engineer for Ra.llwnys, in charge, dated Madras, 5th March )
1866, No. 143,

I have the honor to quoto as follows for the information of Government,
- from a letter® which has reached me :
this afternoon, from the Chief Engi-
. , neer :— : :
% “ T have reason to beheve that another attempt to place an obstructlon

“‘ upon the line occurred at the 147th mile, on the night of the 23th ultimo. . ,
: : ¢ A chair was found broken near one of - the rails, and thcre was an
‘ i“ indentation upon’ the rail itself. The engine appears to havo broken or passed i
¢ over the chair without attracting the attention of the Driver, as we havo received |
’ “no complaints from the Locomotive Department. '
¢ Orders have been given to stack chairs tiken out of the lino near cach :
. TWatchman’s hut, and in the present instance the cliair must have been taken from :
« one of these <tacLs : '
i The Watchrnan of the lungth has been hnnded over to the Police,” J

[ *

No. 139, dated 3th Ha.rch,

L

'
1
. O— | . . . {

‘[ 1. Submitted for the information of Government. !

\ . arrangements made by the Railway authorities, to prevent, as far as possuble,
- roffences of the nature now reported, I have only to remark that if the Watchmen
. cannot restrain persons from taking chaira from the stacks ncar their huts, it secms |

v rnecessary that somo other u.rmnrrement should be made for securing the chairs, .



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
10th March 1866.

s

Either there should bo & small store-room npear each Platelayer’s hut, or large -

boxes, in which the chairs may be locked up, and which can be conveyed on trollies
to the places where the chairs may be required.

’ (Sm'ned) H. N.D. PBENDERGAST Major, V.C,R. E.,
» Dy. C'om Engr. for I’atlways, in c/uzrge

-
S —

~ Endorsement of the Deputy C‘onsulting Enﬂ"meer for'Railways, in
charge, dated Madras, 9th March 1866, No. 114

No. 398.

From the Agent and Manager of the Ma.dra.s Railway Company, to the Deputy‘ '
Consulting Engineer for Rallwaya, in charge, dated Madras, 8th March

1866, No. 154.

L In compliance with the requth contained in Major Stewart’s letter of the

. 28th ultimo, No. 129, I have the honor

138, Sthk to state,® that the Line Watchman,

employed on the 177th mile, who was

prosecuted for neg]ect of duty, has been sentenced to receive six months’ rigorous
imprisonment.

2, 1 also beg to inform ybu, that Goolam Jamin, the Telegraph Signaller

® Letier from Chlef Engineer N
- instant.

on duty at Salem, on the night of the 7th ultimo, has been charged under Sectlonr
XXVIL of Act XVIII of 1854, for neglect of duty, and ﬁued by the Sub-. ‘Iagmtrute" ”

Rupees 10.

3. It appecars that a telegram from the Guard and Dnvor of the 7-15 4. M.

train from Beypore, on the 7th ultimo, was dispatched, after the accident upon
that date, to the Mulliapooram Station, at about 11-30 r. »t. ; but that it did not reach
Salem until 4-30. . a. the following day, when an engine was made ready, and
the nccessary assistance scnt to the scenoe of accident. No doubt is entertained
that the Signaller at Salem was asleep. - . :

" 4. The Traffic Manager® reports as follows “ The punishment is altogethef
- *“ inadequate in my opinion, and I shall
¢ be obliged if you will bring the matter

“ to the notice of higher authonty, as the Dcputy Magistrate does not appear to

* No. 110, 2ndl[arch

¢agttach so much importance to the offence committed by Goolam Jamin, as it

Tho man has of course been discharged from the service.”

" 5, Iamsure thatI nced not remind you how great was Goolam Jamin’s
offence, and what serious consequences might arise from misconduct of this nature.
In the case under reference, a train conveying passongers was unnccessarily de-
tained five hours upon the line, two miles east of Mulliapooram Station, without as-
sistance being rendered, solely beeause the Telegraph Signaller ot Salem grossly
neglected lLis duty, TrustmD that.you will concur with -me, that under Buch
cucunstances a fine of Rupces 10 was too slight & punishment. -

4 Jeserves.

1. Submitted for the information of Government, with reference to para-
craph 7 of Major Stewart’s letter of the 28th February, No. 99,
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P "OC“dng Of the Madras Government, Public H orb: Depar iment,
; 16th March 1866.

: 2. Paragraphs 2 to 5 havo been communicated to the Magistrate of Salem, m
. view to his looking into the matter complained of by tho Railway authorities.

(S1gned) H. N. D. PRENDERGAST, Major, V. C., R. E,,
. Dy. Cons, Engr. for Railways, in c/uzrge. :

. No. 399. OrpEr THEREON, 19th March 1866, No. 889.

1. In the sccond of the papers above
“recorded, the Deputy Consulting Engi- -
' e necr for Railways in charge submits for -
conslderahon a proposal by tho Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Com- :

“pany, to offer a reward of Rupces 250 to any one who will afford information that *
“will 12ad to the apprehension and conviction of the parties who placed obstructions
“upon tho Railway nsar Malliapooram on the night of the 7th February. 1866. The .

- Government sanction the proposed reward, but they thmk it Would bo advisablo to-

'+ RAILWAY, No. 47.

1

¢

L . increase tho offer to Rupees 500. : -

: 2. The Govornor in Couneil regrets to observe from the Deputy Consulting
Enrrmeor s observations under date the 6th instant, No. 110, that another case of
obatructxon being placed upon the South-West Lme occurred on the pight of the ]
- 28th wltimo. Iis Excelleney is satisfied that offcrices of this kind will never be pre-

~~ented he collecting and storing old materials i in heaps near the Watchmen’s bhuts,
‘or wnder thelr ‘charge,” and the Consulting Enrrmeer will a.ccordmgly move the
Af*ent and Manager to take immediate measures for tho removal of all such materials
» to the ncarest station, and for placing them there under proper custody. N :

’ 3. The Government hopoe that the reward which they have now authorized to ‘s
- bo offered for the discovery of the perpetrators of the late attempt to upset the
-train at the 178th mile will lead to the apprehension of the guilty parties, and that,
coupled with the precautionary measuresnow to be adopted, their conviction will
put an end to further attempts of the kind.

(True Extract.) -

)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
- Secretary to Government, .

'1‘0 the Consalting Engmcu for R:ilways.

" Ed.xtorlTabIe 5,@ -
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