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No. 163. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public Works
Department, dated 11th April 1866, No. 1118.

Communicating papers, in view to its be-) - ’
ing ascertained why an inquest was | (Vide Proceedings, Public Works Depart-
not held in the case of a man killed } ment, dated 11th April 1866, Nos. 187
on the Karkoor Ghat, in the 7th Di- | and 188). ‘
vision. J '
No. 164. OrpEr THEREON, 20th April 1866, No. 588.

The foregoing Proceedings will be communicated to the Magistrate of Malabar,
who will be good enough to explain why no inquest was held in the case referred
to in paragraph 3.

L3

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chicf Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Malabar, .

Exd. J. Tolloch. .
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l’rocecdmrrs of the Madras Gowrnmcn! Publw Wor Ls I)epartment
1Y Aprid 18

Ne. 187. Read the following letter from the Superintanding Engincer, Tth
Division, to the Scerctary to Government, Depurtment Public Works,
dated Camp, Coonoor, 21st March 1865, No. 301 :—

1. I have the honor to report the occurrence of three accidents on the Coonoor,
Tambracherry, and Karkoor Ghauts, the

, ) two latter attended with fatal results.

The reports of Captain Law, and the subsequent Medical Report (for which this

has been delayed) will best explain the nature and coasequmces of that on the

Coonoor Ghaut,

Lnclosure 1.

Carraiy Low’s RerorT.*

“ 1t is my painful duty to report an accident on the upper portion of the new
¢ Coonoor-Ghaut, during my abscuce on the works below Burliah, last Monday,
““the 15th instant. _ .

“ Tt appears that out of ten holes on a particular rock below the fourth mile one
“missed fire. Pensioned Sepoy Vcerusmvmy, Cooly Mootoopillay, and a boy named
¢ Nursa, approached the Lole, the boy carrying powder for fresh priming.  Accord-
“ing to their account, which I took from them at the Dispensary, the Sapper had
“introduced the copper ncedle into the hole, and was in the act of withdrawing
“it when the charge exploded. The poor boy who was in front, Landing up the

pmnmf' was thrown down, hiy right arm frectured, several =plmtexs struck him
“in diderent parts of his body, and his face was much burnt; it is feared that he
¢ ywill lose Lis loft eve.. Tha Svpror was muvah hrot canl s left eye. also much
“injured, its recovery-doubtfal, whilst the Cooly escaped with a slight scorching.
¢«Much as I regret the accident, I am thankful that no life has Leen sacrificed.”
Docror Oce’s Rerort.t

“Two of the men injured by blastmg on the Coouoor Ghaut on the 15th ultimo
“arc still in ITospital. The thivd man was bat slightly burnt, and was soon ablo
“to return to work. -

“ Of the two cases now in Ilospital, Sepoy Vcr\m“'m'my (late 31st Regiment
¢ 3. N. I} has sustained severe m_]ur_\, in both eyes, an:l it is not probable, in my
¢ opinion, that he will ever regain uscful vision in cither cye, so as to be ablo to
“ carn alivelihood. _ _

“ The boy Nursa has, basides minor injuries, fracture of the right forc arm, and
*a scvere wound on the left temple and left eye, accompanied w ith total lo&a of
“ vision in the left cye. o

Tt is my opinion that he will rezain the use of his right arm, although he may
“not be able to use it freely for a considerable length of time.” -

9. It cannot but Lo concluded that this accilent is owing to w ant of due
caution on the part of one of the sufferers, who was considered to be sufliciently
skilful and prudent to be cntrusted with this sort of work, ordinarily, in the

“absence of Captain Law.

3. The fatal accident on the Tambrackerry Ghaut is fully dctmlcd n tho
accompanying copy of Proceedings of a Court of Inquest held on the occaalon,
which retarned a verdict of accidental death, acquitting all concerned of any

* No. 4 of 17th Jaauary 1885. t No.dof 104 Felruary 1863,
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department. -
Y Lith April 18€3. ‘
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. Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public 'TVoi'L;s-bbj);zr'£7}éclzt.' k
. . Lth dpril 13€6.

_ Friday, 23rd February 1860,
The Court having met pursuant to adjournment, President and Members procced to view the
» ground where the accident occurred.

The Court note for information that the spot where the accident occurrcl iz situated on the
“ gouth face of the Tambrachorry Gliaut, overlovking the counntry, which is several hundred feet below;
: the ground here is scarped and shelviag off in parts, and running down at others almost perpens
dicularly, the same i3 composed of hard and decomposed granite, and land slips, the former in
_mass, the other in strips, one picce supporting the other; the land slips are agzain covered by a
" foot of very light svil, the wlhole Leld togethrr by the routs of rlantains and other small shrubs, -.
which Lave penetrated theinterstiees of the rock covercd. It is along the face of this rock that'the_'
Sappers are rmining a four-foot trace. Tach prozressive foot, up to date of accident occurrx;.mg.l
ileing cut in the solid rock, the change in the fo maticn Leing at the spot where the stone slips
and which was the cavse of the death of the above Sapper, and the maiming of threo
To ike lctt of, txd cdioining ihis ot isawass of solid rock, on which other Sap;,-crs:'

occurred,
others.
were at work Loring. _
The Court now procceds to record the cviderce.of tLose present shortly befure, and at tho
" time of the accident oceurring. _
First Ividence.~Clhinnicn, Jen:adar in the IT. Company Sappers and Miners, states thus :—
" Yesterday morning, the 22nd instant, the Saypers of tho II. Company detailed for work were dis-
tributcd along the fuce of the rock to be removed.  Surae Loring rock, others removing such a3’
ted, and the small party in guestion escavating stone at the extreme end, whero -

At this latter place were Lwo Sappers at work, whose numbers was after- !

a
3
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“had leen Blas

" the acci-lent ocemrred.
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“wards inerecas d toseven, the deceased Private Soobramonicn being onc, Lznce Naizue Runzien ‘.\‘13.
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Sappers at this end of the line. At} todp.o. I visited the place,"auld neticing a Sapper |

pike incautiously on his left shoulder, he Leinz then standing to the right of the .
houlder 3 he did so, some rock was detached,and as

ail
usinz aliaud s
mass, dirccted him to work it from his right ¢ ,
every tling appeared correct 1 movcd on dewn the lice. A quarter of an hour Jater, thejaceident |
occurred ; I jmmediately hastened back, had the deecased and other wounded men removed, and |

sent word to the Apothecary. Saving a slight pulsation, the deccased had ceased to Live. R

Serond Lvidence.—Havililar Appasawmy, No. 1,021, states thus :—1 was in charge of a party -

. e . T . .
of Sappers, boring and removing rock, yesterday the 22ndinstant. At this spot, where thc.: accxdcnt;
nding on the rizht; this stone I:

occurred, were two men, removing stone with crow-bars, both sta ) _
all No. 1, belind this again there was another stone, which I will call No. £, which being of |

-will ¢ : _ ]
nd No. 1, and under this were other smaller picees of stone, vhich

© greater length, prajceted beyo

azain Ly tho removal of No. 1 I feared mizght move forwarld,
work. I therefore dirceted them to monnt on No. 2, nhich they did, arplying their crow-
bars; but not succceding in moving it, I scut them for 2 stout pole, ealled some other Sappers to

assist, planted the pole asa lever between No. 1 aud No. 2«

1. and hart the fuet of the men al

2 stenes, and having attached a picce cg’

wild eane to the end of it, mounted the party,:?

: "'I:"'e N"';"‘.Tﬁ."' ‘?’,""b”:’:m::;n' geven in number (nawes warginaliy given) on?
‘O ,766, Moonesawmy. . - Y,
To. ' %737, Verketraman, the apparent firm ground belind No. 2 stone,”

Do, ,, 2,ity, Sectith,
D, 1,384 Runins,wmy.
Do, 4 1897, Riemugwmy.
Do. » 14,735, lolliuh

ani told them to pull, they did o ; the stono No.
1 shook, they pulled azain, and it moved for-
ward, No. 2 followed, and the wmass also on which-

they were standing, and the whole party, were precipitated head foremost a distwice of somo
+ A , vhi o v

‘ twcn‘y-ﬁ\'é f2ot, mon and stone roiling tozether. Thed

ot once, the farmer when raised was to all appearance dead.

‘ : oo . \g o . ‘; o .
Third Evidence.—~Lance Naigue Rungicn, No. 1,030, states thus :—Th= stoncs on which the

- men wero standing, and which moved forward were, up to the time of the accident, concealed from

\

i

cecased and others injured were extricated |
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Proceeding sqftfce Madras Government, Public Works Depariing: @
11 Aplll 1866,

view by the earth above, and their existence, saving by excavation, ccull ned have been doto.tad.

Fourth Evidence.~—Drivate Polliah, No. 1,753,
Do. Moonesuwmy, No. 1,766 . .
These Sarers ararow in [lospital.

Do. Venketraman, ,, 2,781
Do.  Scetialy, » 2,160

. The evidence of the above four men is to this effoct :—We mounted the mass which sprearcd

to be of carth, in rear of the two stones in front, unsuspicious of any danger e\1<tm~ in our minds
th time. The ev xd*rce is hcr\. closed, .

_ In conclusion the Court obscrve that tho ground alove and to the rear, and right, is of 2
most trcachcrous nature, a greater portion of it beinz on close examiuation, and as this aceident bags
revealed, composed of accumulated land-slips made up of stene and car:h, and covered with grass
and brambles, thus hiding from vicw the slabs resting.as<they do one against the o -her, the
removal of one of which might, in the opinion of the Ceurt, be ths cau:c of loosening masscs of
tons weizht resting on it, and v .mh has been the causo of the accident in the prescut instance.

The Court would here record that no blame as rc"arh want of Jus care on the part of these
whose daty, under ordinary ecircumetance, it wo'ild have Leen to have dotocted such fault in the
ground, and guarded against it, can be laid to the charz: of any one superintending the work of
the 1. Company of Sappers yesterday, the 22ud jnstant, and are of opinion that the deccased
Private Sochramonien met his dcath aceidentally.

A Medical Return of the wounded Sappers in Tlospital aceompanics these Procecdings.

The deceased Private Soobramonien having left a wife and a clLild totally unproviled for, tho
Court venture, with the utmost respeet, to solicit the favor of Ilis Excellency the Commazder-ia-

. Cldaf enbmittine the easg of the widow to th > fl. sorahle e hnl ration of (,mummcu \\'i;h view to

a pension being granted her,
’ (Siznel) ILF. D.\KEY.\'E, Caotain, .
' Dresident of the Courie
(Signed) I P, R. CRAWFURD, Licutenant, U stonbers.
Sigued in the Tamiicharacter Vese v Scsivan, § viay
(A true Copy.) ~
L.uCKADIE, ' (Ql zned) I ML RAYNSFORD, Cuptain,
24th Iebruary 1866. Commanding Luckale,

Forv arded for the information of tho Exccutiva Eagineer in charzy of Tarnbeazhurry Ghaut,

Luckadic.

No. 188. Orprz Toceeoy, 11th April 1566, No. 1,118.

r 'ESTABLISHMENT, No. 19.

1. The Government regret to learn
the serious accidents which the Supor
intending Eugtaecr of the Tth Division

Tambrdcherry, and Karlur Ghauts.

rcpmts to hate occurred on the Coonoor,

. Tis Excellency the Governor in ‘Council will be prepared to consider any
- applications  which Licutenant-Colonel

Yide (‘lnrtnr‘{ of the New Cole, and paze 383 Walker muay su abmit 1 the prcscribcd
of Grant’s Circular Order Dook. form, for the grant of gratuities to tho

men who have been injured, and to the funilics of those who have beea killed.
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. Pracecd:;: gs of the Meadras Government, Public Works Deparimert,
11th April 1866,

3. Inthe case of the'man who was killed ¢n the Karkur Gh;.’.ut, s Ceurt of
Inquest was not convened in accordance with the Rules. These Proceedings will.
accordingly be communicated to the Judicial Department, where the matter will bo’

~ further considered.

s

(True Extract.) )
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Lo L TR T I Colone] R E,
- Seerctary to Govmzment.
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To the Superintending Engineer 7th Division,
s»» Military Department.
s oudicial do.
’ C,ntrouer of I‘ubhc Wo‘ku Accounts. .

-

" Exd. S, T, Avgustia.
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