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RN 3. Nothg oould be ducoverad now by ethmng thebody. - . .
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oL Proceedings of the Vadras Government, Judicial Department,

: " 5th April 1866. .

s et

Read the followmg papem' S SR .
No 31. © From the Magistrate of tho Vizagnpatam sttnct, to the Ch.lef cere-
tary 10 Governmont Fort Samt Goorfre dated Vlzagapatam 5th Deccm-'
ber 1865, No. 374, =~ - N
" T have the honor to enclose copy of a deposp:lon ma.de before me thlS day by
Dr. Dourvall tho late Acting Civil Surgeon of this place.

et oxphms itsolf, You will observo that the Sub—’\iamstrate sent a female -

corpso, for cxamination, to the Civil Hospltnl on the afternoon of the 19th Novem- -
_ ber ultimo, and - that Dr.. Douaall ‘after inspecting the body, at 7 o'clock on the
. morning of- the next day, sont in a certificate Bt&tmg ‘ that ihe body was qmte
docomposed and.no marks of violence visible.”

v - 8.7 To this latter clause of his certificate, torfether 'mth the passagem hls '
deposition, which I have tmderhned we must look for Dr. Dougall g rengons for.
abstaining from a post morlem exammu.tnon. But I submit that this is hu.rdl} Batls-

i factory. A body is ecnt to the Civil Ioepital in cascs where a healthy person, .

w1thout any obvious cause, ‘and under cu‘cumstanceu ‘which are suspicious, comes
“to a sudden end. . ¢ Marks of vlolence are visible enough to pcrsons not prctond-
ing to any sczentxﬁc knowledge. Wlicre they are not present, or, being present, .
“do.not account for the death of the subjcct an mtemal exummatlon is sure]y im-

‘4, Nothing can bo done now l,n thc;proscnt case, but I beg té suggcst that
gome general rule may be laid down, for the guidzmcc 01' Methcul Oﬂiccrs, by the

Hoad of thelr Depa.rtment. AR e
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I’resant —-bepoy Tatayl, Plnson'cr., T : PR 17..:'4‘. .;'5':

'Deposmon of Joseph Dowgall, on oath, uub - ‘ PP
© Taman Asistant Sargecn, Madras Army I was lately in chn’ge of tbo le Hoapit.ﬁ
1 remember the 19th November last.: It was & , Sunday. I got information about 20 minutes
" or half pnt 5 o'clod: P. M. that there was s oorpse for examination come to the Hospltal. I
- wu then ina carrm"o in the bazaar, I u.sked when was it brought and where from. My 1nfor- :

e : . mant, the Dresser, sid ‘*a short time ago

. Annbubdru-glplhﬂw‘h’w‘ Jal. " that afternoon, and from Alipur®.” Ths next

i (S:gncd) D. F‘.C
Lo e e - duy I'went:to the Hospital sbout 7 o'clock

VA M., laavmg alrcady bmu wfomed by t}u Dresser tlrat there were mo external marks of

- violonce. On arrmnrr at the Hospital, 1 m-pected the body It was, 1 beheve, a female corpse. .
I can't say a1 to ag& It was in an advanced stage of dccompoeition. 1 should say 40 hours
dead. Thero were shght stains of bloed on the cloth, which had every appearanice of menstraons

~ blood, but there were no signs of abortion. The body was swollen end putrid, and thero were

" 0o signs of any unnatural death.- She did not seem to be a pregnant woman. - «

e, 1look a.t tho certificate, . I ses it "{s duted 19th in the Dresser’s hand-vnhn I dont
knov bow that arose. I aigned it on the 20th, immediately afier ms.pecung the body. o

U e e (Sngned) JDOUGALL, R
L TN .} AuutantSurgeml. o
Ll R 3 DF CARMICHAEL,

USSP
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L ;"‘ Proceedmg: of the }v[adra: Govermncnt J udzcaal Depm tment
N B—The oer‘hﬁcata is as folIow- e e

" “Thisisto cerlify that I have sxamined the b':d; of L womu.n (tant b_y the Sub—M.agutrato
of Vimgupatnm) whmh 18 qnne docomposed md o muku of violence visible.”
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; (31gned) k2 DOUGALL,‘/ "
e VIzAGAPATAn, thh Nomber 1365 e
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L Acung de Surboo
(True Copy) ‘ : o
: (S:gned)_ D F. OARMICHAEL

e e Magutratc of tﬁo D:strir;t
Referred to the Pnnclpal Inspector Geneml, Medmal Dep:u:tmcnt, forhls

OmeOIL

Forr Sirst GEOB.GE, (Signed) A. J ARBUTHN OT
16#& Dccembcr 1865

L v Cbuf Secretary
ENO
£

* Froni the Prmclpal Inspector General Med,lcal Depa.rtment tothe Chlef
g Secreta.ry to Government, Fort Samt George, dated Fort, Salnt Geofg‘e, :
v - Rlst December 1865, No. 388, ‘"

In returnmg letter, No. 374, dated Vizagapatam Sth December 1866 £rom the s
v L[e.g-ist:‘ete_ef the Dn:.tnc

‘ t, and its enclosure, received W1th your endorsement of the
) I have the honor to stats

thnt it does not appear to. ‘me - necessary to
; lay down any general rule on the subjecs. * Every Modlca.l Officer is aware that, m
“this chma@, 10 time eno_nld be lost in proceedi

erred m not. gomg at ‘once’ to mspect
»the corpse, when informed, on the aftornoon of the 19th N oveber, that it had been
brought to the IToapital for that purpose.” 1t i ¥ery probable, however, that, amid -
:the vatious duties which a Civil Surgeon

L has to perform, somethmg more urgent
jmay have prevonted his domg 80, and hls bemfr /right, or otherwiso, in - refreunmg
{from makmgu post mortem emmumtmn a

ppearn to me to Ldepend great]y on the .
1nformat10n commumcated to Lim . by the Magmtrate rocra.rdmg the cn-cumstences of
the case, or whether he' ‘wasloft any dlscretlonary power to decide ‘on the necessit
‘or othorwme of opening the body,

for, unless neceesary 1t is very demublo that .;, .
fuuch an eMmatlon of a decomposed mass ehould be avoxded ca
201 would take this’ opportunity

of stahng tho.t it seems’ to me very deeuable

that before the conduct ofa Medmal Oﬂicer in such mattors is brought to the notxce <
of G0vornment he should have an opportumty of explammrr his reason for aeting

{ns he ha.s done. Though the - ClVll authontxes of the - District cannot dnectly call

i ' e i .iﬂf.thf:ir power to do 80’ through . the Deputy
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, OT bja."méfbf‘ferbel ~11iessago,'and ehetﬁer
‘therewas 1o *wntten rerort of any kind - from the Sub-llagmtrate regardmg thq ks
oorpse, elther totheelf or to the Drcesor, ot v,
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; To the Pnn(:lpal Impecf-or Geneml, Hechca.l Depa:tment.
Exd. J. H. Burna,
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