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No. 181. Kead the follf)wing letter from the Inspector General of Jails, Ootaca-
mund, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Georv’e ; dated
Ootacamund, 17th March 1866, No. 900. e

I have the honor to report that I arrived at Ootacamund on the 25th ultimo,
and put myself in communication with
the gentlemen named in theOrder of Go-
vernment noted in the margin.

9. After making full inquiry I am satisfied that the additional cost of convict
labor at Neddiwuttum will not exceed that of free labor, while the quality will be
superior, and the supply more constant. Such being the case, I have taken steps
to carry out the orders of Government at once.

3. As the Jail at Neddiwuttum had not been inspected by any Medical Officer
Dr. Miller visited it at my request, and has reported very favorably thereon. It
appears that the puilding can safely accommodate 200 convicts, and I therefore pro-
pose that the gang should consist of that number.

4. A party from the Jail at Ootacamund, to the strength of about 70 men, se-
Jected with reference to their fitness for labor, will proceed to Neddiwuttum in the
k, and the full complement shall be made up by transfers from

Judicial Department, 21st February 1866, No. 249,

course of next wee
Salem and other Jails as early as practicable.
5. 1 annex estimates shewing the comparative cost of maintaining convicts on

the Hills and in the plains, taking as my standard the expense at the Lawrence
Asylum Works on the one hand, and the average cost in the Jails on the plains on
the other. Mr. MeIvor confidently expects that the diet of the convicts will be
cheaper at Neddiwuttum than at Ootacamund, and from what I have been able to
ascertain, I believe he is correct ; but in making the comparison I have thought it
prudcnt to take thehighest rate as my standard, especially as prices are rising.

6. The estimate for the transfer of convicts and the allowance payable to them
for some remark, masmuch that as the expense must depend on the
the Hills, and on the distance from whence they are drawn,
there are no sufficient data upon which to found it. In the plains this item is mo-
derate, having during the year 1864-65 amounted to about 54 Rupees a year for
each Jail taking a general average ; but in the Lawrence Asylum Works it came
to Rupees 473-12-0 in 1864-65, and for nine months in 1865-66, commencing in
January, it averaged 56 Rupees a month. It is possible that by selecting convicts
with reference to the unexpired portions of their sentences, these charges may be
diminished, butit should be remembered that the selection must also have regard to
the fitness of the men for labor, and I therefore do not think it will be safe to rate
this charge at less than it has been put by Mr. Rohde, viz., Rupees 2-8-0 per man per
annum. In would appear from the records that in many instances men who come
up from the plains with several years of servitude still to run become so depressed
that their removal to the low country is found necessary. On the other hand, many
long sentenced men turn out, and continue to be, excellent laborers. It is obvious
therefore that, in order to keep up an efficient body of working convicts on the Hills
to the number of about 700, transfers, even under favorable circumstances, are like-
ly to be numerous, and consequently expensive ; but notwithstanding this I believe
that the cost of conviet labor at Neddiwuttum, in a gang varying from 160
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