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‘ ’ Preceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
‘ ’ - .12th March 1866."

No.85.  Tead the following letter from the Magistrate, North Arcot, to the Chief -
' " Seerctary to Government, Fort. Saint George ; dated Kangancllur, 5t
March 1866, No. 10. o ' N
I havo the honor to submit, for the information of Government, copy of aletter
from the Joint Magistrate, reporting the cccurrence of a collision between some
Sepoys of the 6th Regiment Native Infantry now stationed at Vellore and the
\ " Constabulary, ‘ ] ' |
2. Looking at the facts as narrated in Mr. Barlow’s letter, Government may
. be disposed to think that, in making the matter subject of special report, I am

- attaching {o it a significance which the ecircumstances do not warrant. The demon-
stration has, fortunatcly, not been attended with any very seriouscosequences, but in
3 N the existing pressure of scarcity end high prices, sach symptoms may not be safely

disrezarded, and as there is undoubtedly a great feeling of uneasiness in the
" Vellore, Tirputti, and probably in some of the otherlarger, Markets of the District,”
I have thoughtit my duty to bring the matter to the notice of Governmant. _
3. The first of the two causes noticed in paragraph 5 of Mr. Barlow’s letter is; ~
PN undouttedly, the origin of this disorderly outbreak. Colonel Kcmpstcr_ and theOfficers -
oy of the Regiment did all in their power, I am informed, to facilitate inquiry, and,
) i  besides, made such departmental arrangements, as will, it is hoped, repress any
. : further ebulition of the daugerous spirit which has given rise to the present -
i collision. 7 '
4. At the same time, I am bound to state that the Velloro Bazaars are not *
yet free from pauic, and the rumour (which T have not had time to verify), that the l
same R :ziment, when stztioned at Vellore a good many years ago, was implicatéd
in some serious grain riots and other disturbances, does not tend to allay appre-

- v
‘

hension. - - .
5. The Government are in possession of certain confidential reports, to which

1 neced not do more than allade, and will, from the papers thus before them, be able
to form their own opinion as to whether any -special precautionary measures are.
- called for. _ « C e S ’
6. 'The question alluded to in paragraph 6 of Mr. Barlow’s lefteris too large
and important an one to ke touched on in this place, and I, therefore, reserve any-
commeit I'may Lave {o offer until I bave the Joint Magistrate’s views before -
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From tha Sub-Collector of North Arcot, to the Collector of North Arcot ; dated Vellore, 3rd -
March 1866, No, 109. ) g ’

_ When at Damarapak, on Satarday last, engaged on the Jummabundy, I received a report that
some serious collisions had occurred between the Police and Sepoys of the 6th Regiment. YXatonce
returned to Vellere, and, with the able assistance of the Superintendent of Police, 1 have made
| ‘ general inquiries as to the cause of the disturbance, a3 well as Leld a regular investigation into '
the conduct of the Sepoysaccused of assaul.ing the Police, &c., &ec., and attempting a  loot.”

2. My inquiry has just terminated, and has led to the acquittal of the three Sepoys eccused
a8 ringleaders, Lot solely on tle ground of individyal identity being doubtful. The reasons for
: ~acquittal will Le clear to you from a perusal of the remarks appended tothe Calendar, copy ~of
which will be forwarded Lercafter, but the inquiry will not be without results, as it clearly brings
out Low far the Sepoys, as a body, were implicated —a matter of the last importance.
3. At about half past 4 or 5 on the evening of the 21st ultimo, a Sepoy, uader the influence
+ of liquor or bany, was arrested by the Dolice for some alleged irregularity in the Central Bazaar,
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‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicigl Department, - §
‘ 12¢h March 1866, ’ j
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“Tge crowds in the said Bagzagr and a good number of Se
POYys upon this braidisheq sticks, and erieq out
ing a Europear. Head Constéble) and rescued the prisoner
the crowd, and then went off o the Lines in a bedy, ‘None of the Se
- time, Nexy morning, the Regiment Was paraded, and certain in
- tingleaders.  Thace were the men tried and acquitted before me,
4. What followed later in the day, after the rescue in the Dazaar,
- . two Constables going on duty to the Jai] were waylaid near the Sally
. armed with s"ticks, ‘ tenﬂ; the men bad (o be sent
" offenders, as it wag dark, and the Sepoys new co

.
poys among them.
loot loot,” and beat off
and got away through
poys were in unifarm at the:
dividuals picked out ag being the
was ﬁryorse.‘ At about 7 p. M.
porbby some dozen Sepo;'i
to hospital. These Const&bleg,
mers to the Station ; by therc,g

- Nothing is easier than to recognize g Sepoy 4’
you are well aware, g
8. Idonot think there wag any premeditated intention to loot the Bazaar, but there ig not :
a good fecling between the Sepoys and the Police. T trace ¢}
of"x'ice, and a feeling on the p

his to two causes i—lst, the bigh price ;
he Civil powers are responsible and ought ¢4 .
interfere in'some way, and, 2ad, that.tha Regiment
new Police, and think tha

. . k]
have never before Come In contact with the .
simple duty,

" " 6. The large Bay

aars now in Military limits, but with g Civil Police, and 4 Commanding.
Oflicer and Magistrate, each with separate guthor

recommend, will from the';
subject ofanotber and longer letter, with reference to ¢ of Govemment, Judiciagl !
Deparﬁment, No. 1802, datel 14th this Cantonment, as well as with :
reference to the Municipal Act abo
7. I trust there will be no fy
manding at Vellore to explain to th
m‘;icﬁ :ﬁ?«hat 2 serioys
of Police) arrangements g
Regiweat, has issued str
‘without leay‘e.

€7eD in undregg g
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e Froceedings‘
December 1864, regarding
ut to be introduced here,
rther breach of the Peace. Thava Tequested the Officor Cg
& men, through the Native Officers, the position and dytjeg of
offence assaulting them is5, Al Mr. Highmoor's (Superintendent
nd‘or.dexjs are most judicious, ang Colonel Kempster, Commanding Gth,
ingent orders; regarding his mep being in the Bazaars gf ter certaf
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