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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udz'bz'ai Department,
7th March 1866. ' S

)

Read Lie following papers :— . L
No. 54 From the Session Judge of Tiﬁﬁevelly, to the Chief Secretary to Go
vernment, Fort Saint George ; dated Tinnevell 14th T i
oy e il Tanerlly 4t Py 1985
I have the honor to bring to the notice of His Excellenéy the Governor in
Council the wery unsatisfactory and
.meagre report* made by Dr. Wyndowe,
L theChemical Examiner, regarding certain
and which was evidence in Sessions No. 10 of 1866, a trial

# 22nd Decomber 1864, No. 179.

analyéis ‘made by him,
for murder by poison.

" 9. Among the subjects
the prisoner. These the Me
pills of the ordinary size of five grain pills. .

3. The Chemical Examiner, in paragraph 3 of his Report, says, ¢ in these, i.

2 the pills, upon analysis, 1 detected the presence of arscnic.” He does not sa; '
how much arsenic, or even whother there was more than a trace. The defence was

that the pills were for medicine 0
that they use arsenic in small quantities,

submitted to him for analysié were two pills found on

.aminer deposed were

and the absence of any information as to

quan
. 4. T am of opinion that it was the duty of the Chemical Examiner to report

the quantity of arsenic in the pills. ,
-5, In paragraph 1 of his Report, he says “I detected arsenic in some quantity

<t in the stomach, and the small white particles in the stomach proved, upon analysis,

st §o be arsenic.’”’

¢. Here, again, the quantity found is not given. The Medical Officer déposes

bite powder in the stomach, amounting to some five or

six grains. , ,
that the Chemical Examiner should have given the quaxﬁity

7. Tamof opinion :
of the arsenic found _in the stomach—at all events, of that found as ¢ small white

particles.” ,
8. In paragraph 2, be again,

presence of arsenic,” but no more. ,

9. It may perhaps be di
intestines or in other parts, but it required but ordinary care to tell the quantity

present in £wo pills, and in the shape of white particles found in the stomach.

speaking of the intestines, says he found “the

Teferred to the Chemical Exéminer, for explé,nation,
(Signed)  A. J. ARBUTHNOT, °

Forr SAnT GEOKGE,
Chief Secretary.

23rd February 1866.

From the Chemical Examiner, Madra;z, to the Chief Secrefary td Go~
vernment, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 24thiFebruary 1866, No. 39.
' In returning the enclosed letter from the Session Judge of Tinnevelly, I have

the honor to 0
made, regardin

No. 55.

g my Report, dated 22nd December 1865, No. 179.

dical Officer who forwarded them to the Chemical Ex-

btained from a Native Doctor, and it is known

tity was the very ground on which the Assessors found the prisoner not guilty.

feult to tell the quantity of arsenic present in the’ :

ffer the following explanation, with respect to the complaint therein
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9. A reference to the enclosed copy of a letter from Assistant Surgeon R.’
Dempster, 39th Regiment N. L, forwarding the substances for examination, and*
which is the only communication I have received concerning this case, will shew
the amount of information which was demanded from me. In no part of that letter”
is a quantitative analysis asked for ; the Medical evidence, together with, as stated in'
my letter, the detection of arsenic, in * some quantity,” in the stomach, appeared to:
me to be evidence sufficient to establish the cause of death in the woman, and there’
isnothing in the letter which scems to require a further analysis than sufficient for
the detection of the presence of arsenicin the other substances submitted for exam-
ination, As regards the white particles it will be seen they were removed {rom the
stomach by Assistant Surgeon Dempster, and sent to me in a separate bottle. Mr.
Dempster appears to have estimated their weight at from 5 to 6 grains.

3. In upwards of 40 cases® in which T have detccted arsenic since holding

' my present appointment, the simple de-
tection of its presence has been all the
‘ 7 information called for. i
4. 1am quite aware that, in certain cases, evidence of the actual quantity of
arsenic found is required ; and for this reason I invariably keep substances submitted
to me for examination a sufficient time after reporting upon them,'to enable me to
undertake a quantitative anglysis when nccessary. I do not make this quantitative

analysis in all cases, for the process is one which requires great care and occupies
niuch time. : ’ '

# From up eountry stations,

. .

4. In the present case had the Secssions Judge, immediately after receiving
my Report, applied to me fora more complete one, I should have been able to hav(é
aiforded him the required information ; but no notice having been taken of my
Report, after a certain length of time, the substances were destroyed. ’

6. Iwould rospectfully submit, therefore, that although in this particular ca§
‘my report may be, as the Sessions J udge states, unsatisfactory and meagre, that it
then appeared to me to be as full as_was required by the case; and if E t\zcre not
s, the Sessions Judge, or other Civil authority, ought at the time to have applied %
me for fuller information, which I was then in a position to have afforded. :

From Assistant Surgeon R. DEMPSTER, 39th Regiment M N. I, to the Chemical Ex-
aminer, Madras ; dated Palamecottah, 15th December 1865, No. 84. .

- lhave the honor to inform you that I bave this day despatched, by banghy, the stomach ané
contents, also part of the boyvels and contents, taken from the body of a woma; pamed Enaum Bee
the late wife of Subadar Shcik Furreed, 39th Regiment N, I., which I request you will kindl 1
analyze and inform me of the result. She is supposed to have met with her death b 1 !
ministered to her by the other wife of the said Subadar, 7 poison, ad
2. On my miking a post mortew examination of deceased, I found the whole of the stomach

and intestines presenting evidence of inflammation, and several dark patches near the pylori : ¢
of the stomach. Some white powder was also found in the stomach, which is placed in bgtytle ;;oenlc

[24

3. In botile No. 2, is put a portion of the upper and Jower bowel, and contents of the same
the poison.
5. From the symptoms observe

opinion that the deceased met with her death by poisoning, most probably with arseni
6. Ax:rack has been added to the above, for preservation, *

4. In phial No. 3, are two pills, found about the person of the woman suspected of givi
ing

d before death, and from examination of the body, I am o.f

Rl Zooney

3~
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
7¢h March 1866
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No. 56. ﬂ ORDER THEREON, 7th March 1866, No. 354. ,

The Governor in Council considers the vexplanation farnished by the Chemical -
Examiner to be cufficient. Dr. Wyndowe was lfad, by the tenor o.f the reference made
to him by the Assistant Surgeon, to view 1t. simply as an inquiry Whef,her the sto-
mach intestines, and pills contained arsenic. He did not consider himself called

] make a quantitative analysis, and consequently followed what he states to

upon to If the Session Judge wanted more precise information, he

bo the usual custom. 1t
should have applicd for it. o . |
9. Inall cases hereafter in which a quantitative analysis may be required of

what is sent up to the Chemical Examiner, the Magistrates concerned éhou}d be

. careful to state their wishes explicitly.

- (True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Session Judge of Tionevelly.
Chemical Examiner.
Magistrate of

Fxd.J. H, Bumé
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