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Judicial Department,

Procecdings of the Madras Government,
281k FebmaryéSGG.
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Read the following papers :(—

No. 239. Mmvute by the Honorable the PRESIDENT, dated 24th February 1866.

I have read carefully the Minute of the Governor General, in which a sketch is
given of certain measures. intended to facilitate the establishment, on a satisfactory
basis, of a system for ensuring proper care and supervision of the Public Health.

2.© The Governor General says that the primary object which the Government
bad in view, when i established Sanitary Commissions in the three Presidencies, was
the improvement of the sanitary state of the Army, but that this object could not be
fully attained unless measures were also taken toguard against the numerous remory-
able causes of disease which almost every where exist outside the limits of our Can-
tonments,

3. He says that it was desivable to proceed gradually, and to learn by ex-
perience what was the character of the measures which ought to be adopted, and he
considers that this experience has now been gained, so that the time has arrived
when the Government ought fo take further steps for establishing a system which
shall ensure constant attention to the requirements of the Public Health throughount
India; and he proceeds o state the mode in which the local Governments and Ad-
ministrations can be furnished with the necessary machinery for the introduction of
sanitary improvements among the Civil population. Before T discuss the quality of
this mz‘;chiue%ru\.’, I must be allowed to say a few words upon the general question.

4. I may observe, in the first place, that the Sanitary Commissions have not, in
my opinion, ;{ddc-i a singlo fact to our krowledge either of the state of health of the
r:i;'ii {}ui sulation, or of the remedies whieh would tend to improve this. The mem-
bers have generally contented themselves with a sort of rechaugfee of the experi-
ence of otlhxrm's. They appear to have assumed, somewhat hastily, that, because, in
the tropical climate of India, the European becomes more liable to certain types
of disease than he was in his native country, the Native of India must, to a eertain
extent, partake of this liability. They have also assumed that the rules which have
been found applicable to Buropeans, with reference to prevention of disease by venti-
lation, &e, are equally applicable to Asiatics,

5. Now, I amrnot disposed to admit the correctness of either of these assump-
tions, I am nof, it-is-true,in a position to deny, positively, their correctness, for
we have not the data, which ouly proper statistical returns can afford, to enable us
either to affirm or deny any thing which may be propounded as to the health of the
population. We know nothing of the rate of mortaiity., the proportion of births to
deaths, the canses of de ‘h, and theage at which people marry or die. We have nof,
in point of fact, any in .. »imation which might snable us to establish the average dura-
tion of life, or to affirm, with regard to thisor that employment; or this or that
locality, that it produces an effect upon the population which tends to lower, or to
enhance that average. We are, in point of fact, working altogsther in the dark.

6. While, however, we have no positive information upon which to base sani-
tary theories, we have certain facts tending to prove that the Natives of India are
differently econstituted from the Europeans. = Their houses are constructed upon
plans, probably handed down to them by their forefathers, which contrast
most curiously with those adopted by the Europeans. The Native studiously
excludes the air from his dwelling, while the only object of the European is to
leave as many openings for its entrance and exit as possible, and to keep it in
motion by punkahs. The Native is altogether indifferent to the action of the sun.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
28th February 1860,
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2. I am directed to observe that there would
importance between the proposals made in the

vernor Generdl, regarding the

Beem to be a discrepancy of some
Minute of His Excellency the Go-
supervision of the Public Health Department in the
Madras and Bombay Presidencics, and those submitted in the Despateh to the
Secretary of State, which refers to Sir John Lawrence’s Minute

as containing the
details of the measure which it 15

proposed to adopt. The Governor General, in the
4th paragraph of the 4t} page of his Minufe, after adverting to the fact that
in Madras and Bombay there are separate Armiies under the control of the
local Governments, which is not the eas

se with the other local Governments and
Administrations, recommends that the
Public Health under the 3

arrangements for the superyision of the

adras and Bombay Governments should be placed upon a
footing similar to thut which it is proposed to adopt under the Government of India,
viz,, that the President of the Sanmitary Commission should become Sanitary Comnis-
sioner for the Army and should make his reports to the docal Goverfiment in the
Military Department, and thut he should also be appointed: a Deputy Secrctary to
Government. for the discharge of the Sanitary duties conneeted with the Civil De-
paviments.  The plans proposed regarding Distvict Health Officers would,” the
Governor General observes,  be equally applicable in Madras and Bombay, and
* the Sanitary Commissioner, in his capacity of Deputy Secretary to Government,
“would discharge the duties which, under the local Governments in th
“ Presidency, will fall to the Inspector Gener
“ Health.” It is to be inferved from the 1
the Governor General that in Mudrs i
should not perform the dutics of P
trary, those duties should be

¢ Bengal
al of Jails, as Principal Officer of
atter remark that it was the intention of
ad Bombay the Inspeetor General of Jails
rincipal Officer of Health, but that,
performed by the Sanitary Commissioner. 'This in-
tention, however, would scem to have been overlooked, or, at qll events, to have been
departed from, in the lotter addrossed to the Secretary of State, in the Sth paragraph
of whieh it is proposed that g separote and additional salavy should be assigned to
cach Inspector General, as Principal Health Officer of the Provinée, and the amount
15 specified which it is proposed so to assign in Madras und Bou]
other Presidencies and Administrations

3. His Excelleney the Governor
this apparent discrepaney to tl
it has an important bearing ‘on

on the con-

say, as well as in the

in Council has thought it right to bring
16 immediate notice of the sovernment of India, as
the arrangements to ho made in {his Presidency,

1 the opinion of the Madras Government, the
arrangement proposed in Sir John Lawrence’s' Minuté is far preferable to that
recommended in the letter to the Secrotary of State.

4." Tam to add that, looking to ‘the size of ke Districts in - this 1,Pxfetzidcn CY
and the duties which devolve on the Ciyil Surgeons, most of whem have charge of
r stations, the Governor in Couneil considers it im pos-
wse officers to exercise any effective supervision over the sanitary
arrangements of any other towns, of villages, than those in yylzicll they_uctqu}iy
rr:sidc;: Copies of Minutes recorded by His Excelleney the Governor and the Civil
Members of Council are annexed.

5

and he desires me to add that,

the Jails at the head quarte
sible for tl

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
 Chigf Secretary.

Exd. J. H. Barns.
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