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Preceedings of the Madras Government, Judicisl Depgrizest,
21st February 1866.

Read the following papers :— -
No. 173. From the Inspector General of Jails, to the Chief Secrctary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George; dated Ootacamund, 81st January 1866, No, 731.

I regret being azain compelled to bring to your notice, and that of the Govern-
ment, the cnormous mortalityof the Calicut Jail.  On an average of 407 prisoners,
191 dicd during last ycar, 48 of the deaths being from cholera; indecd, if the pri-
soners at Poodiangady Subsidary, Jail are deducted, the mortality amounts to above

' 50 per cent. per annum. It isall very
0. G., 16th December 1863, No. 1937. well to say the number in Jail must not
exceed 200, but what is to be done with

. the rest I know not. It is not, Ibelicve, over-crowding, however, that eauses the mor-

e .-+ tality at Calicut, but the Jail is badly lo-

. Average | Per centage of \ vy 3t 18
Caticate | Grendh | Deaths cated, gnd, as I sdid 10 years ago, ‘it 1s
—]— : ‘ undesirable to retain this Juil as a place
1855-56 42 108 From 60t 80| ‘Of confinement for prisoners on long sen-
1856-57 307 133 and mo . . -
185758 a2 205 not condneq| ©* tences, asit has hitherto proved ex-
185359 | 358 67 to the Juil,| ¢ : : a1 visitat]
183000 | 59 o bt o] ¢ ccedingly liable to annual visitations of
© 1860 61 358 75 the MHogpital] €€ nyq] rQl AT VY » mh3
1535 | 30 ohs or Sabortions) epidemics ina very virulent form.” This
1662.63 420 357 Jail, . S e
lee2-63 a2 37 . Iwrote when theannual ay erage mortality
- 185465 83 . 152 was 9% per cent.; 18 per cent. has Leen

the rate of mortality since that.
2 At Vizagapatam the prisoners have for four years been in tents, or in a

standing camp. I would urge the same course at Calicut, and that the present Jail -

be sold. I should not at all be surprized at itsfetching 30,000 or 10,000 Rupecs,
it being admirably suited to business.

No. 175.  Telegram from the Chicf Sccretary to Goverment, Fort Saint George,
to the Superintendent of the Jail, Calicut; dated 6th February 1866.
What is the present state of health of prisoners in the Jail.

No. 175. Telegram from the Superintendent of the Jail, Calicut, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated 7th February 1866.

Iealth of the prisoncrs unusually bad at present, - Average strength, during
January, three hundred and ninety-four.  Mortality twenty-onc. °

No. 176.  From the Inspector General of Jails, to the Chief Sceretary to Govern-

ment, Fort Saint George; dated Ootacamund, 15th February 1866,

No. 781.

In acknowledging your telegram of the 13th instant, I have the honor to stato
that T have made arrangements which will allow of Major Farewell’s continuing a.

gang of prisoners at the 2 mile stone on his new road, besides the gang at Py-
o

~kara. I shall thus be able to distribute 50 prisoners from Coimbatore to the Zillah

Jail, Lawrence Asylum, and road gangs, drawing short term men from the two
former for the gang at the 2 mile stone, while that gang. of hardened workmen
will, as sanctioned, be sent to Pykara,
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Rlst February 1866,
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2. There are thus 319 Prisoners only remaining at Coimbatore,

3. Idonot like oceupying a brick in chunan building, ¢ven at this season,
immediately on its completion ; but I think wit, precautions thig may be done,

4. There are five blocks of 32 cells, cach, finished at Coimbatore Central
Jail.  Each cell may hold four convicts, (indeed for my part I had rather over-
crowd a new lime built building), The Government hay e thus 5 x 32X {=640Lerths.

5. There are now 419 prisoners at Calicut, and 82 at Paulghat. T would
remand, say, 60 of the Paulghat (Salem and Coimbatore convictions) prisoners
to Coimbatore, including all inland men,
Malabar inland men, of short term uncxpired, to Paulghat This would leave about
360 at Calicut ; 50 of these will be in the Subsidiary Jail, leaving 310 in the Calicut
District Jail. Of these I would desire Dr, Pearse to sclect 130, who he t_hinks
can best adapt themselvos to the change, for transfer to Cgimb.atz)._x;o.

6. The transfer of Wost Copst men to the dry climate of Coimbatore has been

repeatedly deprecated, hut I have watched the cases of transfer of thcse.lixcn, and,
I'must say, I think 1 Is not so muel, chan

duces the pining to whicl, they succumb,

7. The State prisoners were certainly as healthy at Guntoor as on the East
Coast, and T can hardly imagine a greater contrast in climates than in thoso of
Guatoor and Calicut, At Tinnevelly, a largo gang of Tellicherry prisoners were
dying off when the SUrvivors were returned, I have great hope of intramural labor
lessening this mortality among transforred prisoners,—indecd, among all classes, as
Ihave repeatedly stated ; and T think that the Coimbatore Central Prison may, there-
fore, be used experimentally for Culicut prisoncrs,

‘ 8. I would havo planks, with three inel battens unde
tosleep on, and put a hambgo mat against the newly
sleep near the four corners,

9. If planks are not supplied, the floor should be well coal tarred,

built wall, making the men

————

OrpEr THEREOX, 21_§t February 1866, No. 251.

The Governor in Council directs that Licutenant Colonel Wilson will take

steps for relieving the Jail gt Calicut, with as Iittlo delay as possible, by transferring
prisoners to the Central Jail at Coimbatore,

(True Extract),

Chtef Secretary,
To the Inspector Gencral of Jails,

Lxd.J. H. Burns.
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