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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
. : ' 17th February 1866.
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‘ : Read the following papers :—
£ No. 163. From the Magistrate of Vizagapatam, to the Chief Secretary to Go-
" vernment, Fort Saint George; dated Vigagapatam, 9th October 1865,
No. 324.
Referring to the Order of Government, Judicial, No. 1385, of 26th September
- ultimo, and to the order on the 'same
# 6. 0, No, 1704, of 29th Novombar 1864 subject,* I have the honor to state that,
during the past year, I have taken
several opportunities of examining the Police Monthly Returns of Warrants and
Summonses, and T find that the form of compilation prevailing in the Police Depart-
ment is still open to considerable amendment on one point.
9. Mr. Robinson complained that by issuing warrants in “ petty cases” (where
o summons would suffice) very serious annoyance to the people was caused, with
great additional labor to the Police. The Magistracy of this District stood first in
the list of offenders, but I showed that the Returns had been improperly swelled by
entering warranis fo carry out sentences, levy distress, and the like, amongst war-
rants in “ petty cases.” '

3. This erroneous procedure was then corrected by a Cireular from the In-
spector Geeneral's Office ; but I observe that, this year, the District is debited with
1924 warrants (embracing 5191 persons) in minor or petty cases.

These figures, 5191, are added to 17,934, the number of persons summon-
od. The total is 23,125; and dividing the population by this, it 1s assumed that
1 in 74 was brought before the Magistracy by warrant or summons in petty cases,
during the year. .

4, Bat, from the investication I have made, I am satisfied that nearly the
whole ot these 5191 persons are included in the 17,934 persons summoned. = When
a party (defendant or witness) fails to appear to a summons, it is a clear direction
of the law to procure his attendance by a warrant; and from the inquiry I have
conducted in several cases (a very laborious affair, as the original warrants, after
their return by the Police, have all to be carefully sorted) it is clear that it is the
continual default of parties summoned that leads to the large number of warrants
issued in ““petty cases.”

5. 1 do not say that such warrants should, therefore, be excluded from the
Returns of Police operations in any Districts, but it should be stated how many
of them are ¢ original” warrants, and how many are warrants “ on neglect of sum-
mons” ; otherwise, a very unfair estimate will be made of the discretion exercised by
the Magistracy. a

6. The separation will also answer other useful purposes. A contemplatién
of the result, year after year, would probajly lead to a recognition of the necessity
of an increase to the present Magisteria.l Agency, or to other improvements and
changes. 1 have no doubt, myself, that it is the enormous distances people have
now to travel that causes (mainly) this default of witnesses. A compromise may
be made hetween the parties, or the complainant himself may make default.~ ¢ The
« Court is so many miles off. Why should I lose my labor on the farm? T will
« take my chance.” This is obviously one likely reason for so many defaults; but ‘
there may be others. The Sub-Magistrates may take cases out of their turnm,
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i PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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