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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
10th February 1866.
No. 124. Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Police, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Kotagherry,
22nd August 1865, No. 1749.

I have the honor to submit my Report on the criminal statistics of the
Presidency.

2. I must apologize for the delay that has occurred in submitting the review.
The Magistrates and Police Officers started, as the Government is aware, with six
months’ arrears to bring up ; and the system, though simple enough when once well
started and understood, had to be worked through some hundreds of agents. Hence
arose great difficulty and much reference, as well in District offices as in mine,
before uniformity could be thoroughly brought about, and tabulating could be
commenced. However, the system is now in good working order ; and my best
thanks are due to Magistrates and District Officers for the assiduity and anxious car
which has enabled me to lay the subject in its present complete form before the
Government.

3. I have analyzed these statements at greater length than will be requisite in
future years ; but I trust that the Government will not deem that too great detail

has been entered into.
1

4. The only point to which I would venture to solicit the attention of Go-

vernment this year is the feebleness of the action of Sub@asistrates of the 2nd Class
in the administration of Criminal Justice.

5. The important position occupied by this grade of our agenecy cannot be
xaggerated. Their original jurisdiction extends over at least three-fourths of all
s which may be summarily disposed of by ‘Magistrates; and nine-tenths of

all committed cases come before them for the preliminary inquiry.

6. But they allow their eriminal files to be burdened with an enormous
number of petty and frivolous cases, one-half of which are never prosecuted to
issue ; and of the other half an unreasonable proportion occupy their time with-

1 result—no convictions follow. It must be borne in wind, at the same
|

time, that a large number of cases, in which some action has been likewise taken,
disappears from these returus as false; so that the Statements, instructive as they
. do'not represent the full amount of the futile labor which Sub-Magistrates are

undertaking.

7. 1 have frequently spoken to intelligent Sub-Magistrates on the subject, and
asked them why they do not refuse to take up these e or refer the com-
plainant to the Head of the Village ? Their invariablereply has been that, when they
venture to do so, an appeal is made, and an endorsement obtained from a superior
Magistrate, remarking on the refusal and directing inquiry ; that, further, the charges
are preferred under, Sections of the Penal Code ; and the Criminal Procedure Code

does not recognize Heads of Villages.

8. I would venture to suggest that the remedy may lie in extending the
owers of Heads of Villages in order to relieve the Stipendiary Magistracy. Surely
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ted and complained of, under all Penal Laws, during the year,

e y including 787 brought forward froti theypre-
.ceding year, was 141,208. Three hundred and
four thousand four hundred and forty-one
(304,441) persons, or one in 79'5 of the population, were believed to l.)ave been concerne'd, or were
charged with offences, ‘Two hundred hand forty-two‘ t(l;ousand mnedbutndred and exghtyt-ifour
' '8 per cent. of these were arrested or summoned to answer accusations.
gféf: :lzoi‘:;?: z’nzrh:lnggrfg and twenty-four (90,124) cases, or 69'5 per cent, of all charges prefer-
red, with 176,694 persons, were brought to trial before some Court ; and 64,780 cases, or 71'6

Offences committed and dealt with by Courts.
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third (32'1 per cent.)of the apparent num-

he crime of the country is more fuithfully

f““' e vaaen: S estimate the extent to which the time of Stipendiary Magis- i

nt to the proper and careful investigation
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OffcSesagaingt the Penal Code are divigag g - 8 Admiistration.

Offences under the Penal Code,

forgery and offevcss aeniny 1
T, misoellancons o 2®

divided into seven classos : — Ist, offences against the person ;
2nd, offences against property with violence ;
8rd, offences against property without violence ;
; #th, malicious offences against property ; 5th,
currency ;

Offences against other penal enact-

Code under each pobss ves, The foﬂowingvabstm:t shows the offences under the Penal

criminal fitigation, 7he abuse should be resolutely dis~

and commitment |

.

h 6th, contempts and offences against public justice ; :
Ments are treated ces not included in the ghoye classes,
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persons, or one in every 345 of the p
was concerned ; 61,077 persons, e:chui!b‘ﬂ“
witnesses and prosecutors, were comp .
mhmm these charges, of whom 7394 were arrested (these of course where the 1 Pson
implicated in crime) ; and 53,423 were summoned before some Court. Only 13,839 charge
w(mi’“m‘*)"“&” preferred, with 81,424 prisoners or defendants, were pr
0 a final issue. Twelve thousand one hundred and fifty-six (12,156) cases, involving 28,
MW‘MI’YW complainants to go by default, or were withdrawn. Sy
. Bub, as before shown, 23955, or 862 per cent., of all alleged offences wmm
| persone 3 Sharges preferred before Stipendiary Magistrates under the Penal Code, against61,981
 Persons ; 53,414 persons were summoned to answer these charges, Eleven thousand mf;,_m
. and eighty-six (11,186) cases, with 26,552 defendans, went through all the formalities of & jud
cial trial, of which 7254 cases only, or 64' per cent. proved well founded; only 12,557 persons
ere punished, against 12,995 (or 50'8 per cent, of persons tried) who were released. Thepublie }
time spent by the Stipendiary Magistracy, in investigating 460 per cent. of those petty charges - »
which were tried, was thus absolutely thrown away; and every other person ”m was . ; i
mw&““mwﬂpmwwtuy&uwtdwocwp being legally es
Of those convicted, 10,170 were subjected to simple fine. Eleven umnaehmhuaadqi :
seventy-eight (11,378), or one half of these petty charges, against 26,856 persons, were not bmu‘ﬁ
hummual although public hmhul been wasted in hemng ndﬂmmwﬂ

I&—Dfmn against the person,

i e cag b
CC T
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¥ i

M‘ w shvmb in the manner in
m“ mh b —But ary Magistrates are olmouly careless

aontmto&mslmmmmmmamwﬂ',

| "’°"‘““‘“¢“¢f-vnt:~two (272) murders were reported; in 125 cases justics overtook

: eI - mmam.mm«w;“g:
> il : - with 28 murders—five infanticides

ey B S VNRE it - Khond h.lghlndlmllthnmbu—hré'w

Siowior h 275 Viza with 25 ; NormAmc.xumal.miM“

(179) murderers were convicted, and. ":"ﬁ i
sentenced to death. Eighty-two (”’M ‘

t ' ble homicide were reported. Ganjam and
mmmﬁowwﬂhﬁ mhﬂ%.owmdh ore. Theamdauﬂl‘

animlpobhhomioiduﬁwtholdlou; was 358. m.w
Illm 'hﬂﬂuhooﬁmmwﬂ*amwm Two h

~ and sixty-one (261) sbortive attempts 0
mit suicide wero reported ; in 106

; mw
: .: mra., md abandonment of °ﬁP""‘ "" e
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One hundred and si
and sixty-two (162) charges of forgery were made against 475 iy

5“ c[a“ Far
; gery and offences agas. . ;
» G dgawmst Cur. cases were tried, and 42 persons convieted—383

"mcy
One hundred and twenty- being released,

tried, an.dGG persons comvicted, four persons
we-re whipped. The clumsy character of the
ooin passed indicates that jt s
v it is of local manu-
ur (3234) offe i ic justi
e oliences against public justice were
ST antempts and offences againet pub- mponed.. 1mplicating 6778 persons ; 2965 cases
were -u’}ed. with 5946 priscners ; in 2| 17 cases

sonviction of 4051 persons followed—of whom
7 were imprisoned for less than one mouth.

Counterfeiting coin, Lo,

Three thousand two hundred and thirty-fo

313 i
36 were sim ply fined about 4 Rpuees each ; 38

Contempts ang n
eglect of Pprocess.
persons were punished for contempts of legal

process, of whom 2726 were simp] fin )
ey s 7 2% Rupees each, ply about
ges of .‘nthholding or giving false information were pmforred. ;
but 72 only were successfully prosecuted ; 103.
persons were_convieted, of whom 76 wcro'ﬁm-
ply fined, 13 were imprisoned for less than one

0 8ix | :
secures o many immunity, months respectively. The difficulty of proving legal obligation

One h]mdmd and fifiv.n; = Ftiy g .
: > - ' v . \ 1
y-mine (159) charges of giing false statement on oath and false ovidancﬁ
- :oem m:;do }; 140 cases were tried, with 201 per-
; At g 1§, of whom 82 were convicted in €9 sucoe
Pecting two confloting state. oo it o0 fal cases, 8 B R
) confleting st b . Since the T
' SO S mw“mw has become m::?;:ﬂ‘;il:ll: ddrl.‘_“ >
! ,P"mmding offences, and nine persons of taking a
s it Lo recoter property. Both those offences
¢ . % .. s 8@ very common, and are serious -ent
ak . ? v : , erious encourage-
ﬁmﬁ’ °,“h° village watcher TACOS, make - ments to crime. A large number of persons
cts, with a view fo.Bie Fental i ¢ 3 regular trade of cattle-lifting ‘in th it
Rupees, recovers bis propertys::;i Jﬁ’ rime is most difficult to cheok ; tz{lt:e ik l;:;
Mh@h‘ . h iy Al ] the P 1 : ; s AU ‘mm. .’
i, o eoreTo b straged bulooks; s o, ChATER Ofthef was hasily mnde;
e 5 s a1 he witholds all aid in dotecting the offence alicr-
One hundred apq thirty ‘ - Pany

Perjury, e.

e (139) casey of negligent escape occured; 131 ouesamo'
Negligeat escape, 3 on for trial, and 126 Policemen were punished ;
378 escapes from custody were made by 516
Persons in 274 cases. The parties (42() wm :
_ _::n ruled that no offince has been commitied
°¢ With an offence P\ln'ithabIO u:;:-o:;, who escapes, unless the latter has
MOy imminity in many cases. Iy 165 ;::nl“;sc:zmo:'::;:nmt:: |

been forma ly charged w
under both heads ¢
sontempt of Coyrg,

One case of offence against

the State was tried in Gavjam, and 10 persons (Khonds)

th Ci : P R i
t Class. Miscellane, implicated in the partial insurcection -

in the abore ¢ Us offences not in .
ve Classes, cluded took place in the hills about the latter:'&#}df 15

\ b . 1863 were convicted and  sentenced to two
Oluc-wmghm red and

one (121) offences agaiust CGurrency were reported ; 110 cases were.

Two thousand nine hundred and eight (2908)

. Years’ imprisoument éach. One hundred and
Co o Tolyecight (148) caser of unlawful amembly
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occurred, in which 1510 persons were con-
cerned 3 120 cases were tried —110 were sum-
marily tried by Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd
class; only two cases were tried by Session
Courts—and 519 persons convicted, Six

Unlawful Assembly.

Riat!

hundred and thirty-six (636) persons were convicted of rioting : of 140 cases tried only six were
brought before a higher Court. One thousand

and thirty-six (1036) persons were convicted of

Affray,
affray; 835 were fined small sums, the rest
sentenced to imprisonment for less than one
By month., Two hundred and forty-one (241)

charges of giving and receiving illegal gratifi-
cations were preferred against 494 persons ; 211 cases came to trial, with 872 prisoners, of
Sixty-two (62) charges of breach of duty were
preferred  against 137 public servants ; in
seven cases conviction of 10 persons followed»
seven were simply fined, two imprisoned for

whom 08 or 26:3 per cent. were convicted:
Neglect of duty.

less than one month, and ouly one for less than six months, Thirty-seven (37) cases of personat-
ing a public servant occurred, 3 were tried

and 29 persons convicted, Twenty-cight {28)

Spreading discnse; &e.
cases of spreading dangerous diseases and

adulterating food were tried, and 24 persons convicted, One hundred and fifty-three (153) acts

¢ safety, and 19 against public decency were reported ; 136 and 16 cases respec-
Sixty-one (61) charges of criminal breach of

contract were preferred against 206 persons in
18 cases, 30 persons were convicted, 12 were
fined and 17 imprisoned for less than one
month, One hundred and three (103) charges
of adultery were brought ; in 25 of the 74 cases
which were tried with 117 defendants, 25 persons were convicted ; one hundred and ninety-one
(191) charges of bigamy and other offences-re-
lating to marriage were preferred ; 137 cases
were tried, with 278 defendants; 33 (one

against publi
tively were tried, and 153 persons convicted.

Cyiminal breach of contract.

Adaltery.

Offences relating to marriage. -

for bigamy) persons were convicted ; two were females.
Again, petty and litigious cases unduly swell the apparent amount of crime under this:
head, 'The great majority (about three-fourths)
of all the charges with occupied the stipendiary
Magistracy—and Police in serving processes—
ass, were of a petty and personal character ; under the heads of criminal tresspass,
nal insult—criminal intimidation (161 charges) might be added~—as fol-

Petty cases,

under this cl
defamation and perso

lows :—

o~
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‘ Of the 16,668 charges proferred under this
alleged trespasses and

these complaints, only

> class, 12,420 against 35,115 persons were
petty insults; 27,977 persons were summoned or arrested to amswer
parties to an issue again:ts)‘g 1(.". ‘;3‘2 per cent, of these criminal charges were prosecuted by the
of ; 5947 cases w;nt By ak 1125 defendants or.37'3 per cent. only of the persons complained
el inornd y default or were otherwise disposed of ; of the 5376 cases (with 13,125
s) which were tried by the Stipendiary Magistracy, 400 pec cent. were digmissed 85
7014, or 53'5 per cent. of the persons arraigned. These results clearly
ot profitably employed in this vexatious petty litigation, and that the
al law to.hnml each other, The tax on the time, temper and conyeni-
are drawn into these cases, is very heavy. Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd
n the ﬁrst'inst:mcc almost all of these often frivolous charges, The Police are
from receiving thewm. Sub-Magistrates of the 20d Class tried 4848 such cases,

false or not proved, with
show that pablic time g n
people employ the erimin
ence of witnesses, who
Class entertained i
happily prohibited

14 Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
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anainst 442 wied by all other Magistrates together; only 12 (9 before Principal Sudder Ameens)
. cases came before ¥he judicial’ C:xgulet&; ?ﬂ’htgchamcter of this litigation is shewn by .th? fact
: ‘ that of persons (6111) convieted; 5302 were simply fined about 4} Rupees each, and 656 per-

i sons were imprisoned for about eight days cach ; while 114 only were sentenced to one mon(-,hs,
imprisonment and upwards. Could the bulk of these cases: be transferred to Village Courts

justice and public convenience would gain by the change. The larger number of the charges of

so called criminal trespass are practically suits of a civil character ; viz,, were disputes about

the occupation of the land, rights to water, and the like. The Procedure Code (Chapter XXII)

reserves the jutisdiction over these cases for Magistrates of the 1st Class only. But Sub-Magis-

trates of the 2nd class are working Section 447 of the Penal Code in such a manner that they

practically have assumed entire jurisdiction over almost all such disputes ; for lenle thrfughous

: the entire Presidency, one case only of this character'was tried by the }nbux}a c_on!:enip ated by

3 law, Snb-Magistrates of the 2nd Class entertained at least 9000 complaints ?1 criminal trespass,
i in four-fifths of which probably Civil rights were the real issue. They actually tried 3669 cases.

If petty cases and matters of a Civil character be eliminated from the total under the class of
Miscellaneous offences, the real crime assumes a very different numerical appearance as follows:
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In fact abeut three-fourths of the w

hole £
Under the Criminal Procedure Code, of the offeuces cliarged disappear.

and of pref frivol
Cffences under other Penal Lauws, of preferring frivolous charges were made,

Contempta,

cases were trivial ; 2206 were fined, on the ave

Usnder Police Act. Nusiances.

ted ; the bulk of them (10,086) being nuisances, Consictions were obtained in 10,504 cases,

18,962 person were punished, of whom 16,023

itk ke iop g were fined an aggregate sum of Rapees 16,990,

;l{\e ilnd .Clnss are not det'errent. Eight hundred and forty- five (845) offences against Cantonment
egulations were commiitted ; 681 cases were tried, and in 446 the prisovers (701) were convicted :
' i 547 were fined, 105 whipped, and the rest im-
prisoned for short periods. Sixteen (16) charges
T : .ol' offences committed ageinst the Post Office
- 6% 1% chzes wore tried, and seven persons convicted. Three hundred and eighty (380) offences
Railway Act against the Railway Aet were reported, 310
ceses prosecuted, and 372 persous convicted.
They were ‘“ unimportant cast e, 'No case of placing obstruction on the line (now a rarer offence)
was punished. Nine hundred and thirty, seven
(937) cases under the Catle Trespass Act were

Post Office Ast.

Catt’e Trespass, &c,

 tried, and 135 under the Madias Boundaries Act. One Mopiah was dealt with under the local Act,

for siding in the fapatical murder which was
=  committed during the month of fasting (Ramzan)
: i in 1864. The actual culprit was hanged, bis
aceomplice was imprisoned, and 1he mbab:tauh of the parish (Amshom) mulcud. Two thousand

Allulh, &6.-\)’ Emm.

Moplah Act,

235 were women) were convicted, 1,261 were fined 4,639 Rupees, 53 were imprisoned for less
Merchant Sesman’s A“ tban one month, and 11 for less than six mnntb'-

Of 86 offences againet the Merchant Seaman’s
3
:"‘; 238 men were charged ; 84 cases were tried, and 189 persons convieted ; six were simply
ned, 90 were imprisoned for peuods not ex

ing 3}‘;‘ ":‘;"‘:‘; "Flve (8) offences against the Arms Act were tried, and foor persons convicted.
ot Yillages tried 7,519 petty assaults under Regulation XI of 1816, and convicted
8,051 persons, or 69'3 per cent. of persons tried

by them. These Village officers likewise tried
by e 6,410 cases of petty theft under one Rupee, with
9.8 r4 pnsorers ; 6,669 cases, implicating 10, 561 prisoners, w.,: reported, 'ﬂ{e, convioted 8,770
S - Paity Theft persovs, or 88'5 per cent. of those tried by (hem.
5 These Village Courts, presided over by the most

2 influential londed proprietors of the village,
::i::n:jy “'; m::“‘““’" accouutant, and acting under the eye of the inbabitants, are most useful
hat 2 ib acts show that, comparatively, few false charges are preferred before them, lﬁ‘ they
0 their duty eﬁcxendy against the evil-doers over whose crime and offences m.y pre juris-

Tried by Heads of Vill
Petty Assunlt, o b

i Praccedmg: of the Madra: Government, J, udicial Departmem,

1164 charges of contempt and disobedience of process

L118 cases were tried. One thousand and
twenty-seven (1027) cases were successfully
prosecuted to the conviction of 2519 persons
or 854 per cent, of those brought to trial. The
erage, 1§ Rupees each, and the rest were impri-
soued for Jess than one month. Eleven thou-
sand five hundred and three (11,503) offences
agoinst the Madras Police Act were commit-

The punishments inflicted by Sub-Magistrates of

and twenty-eight (2,028) cases of trespass and
" peity assault by Europeans (4,417 cases against
6.702 persons were reported) were tried by Justices of the Peace; and 1,826 persons (of whom

ceeding one ‘month, and 93 for periods not exceed,

o

) ,"_1-&-;-!;_'7:'..1.._;-, o

e

FUEne,

R

Prmadmga qf tfm Madma. Goaemment Judmml Department it
l(}tk Febmary 1866. -

diction,  Justice is .dmmymuﬁ mmom eost to the State or puhhc cases are. convamently and
readily prosecuted, for their prosecution involves neither expense, anuoyance, or loss of valuable

time and labour to parties or witnesses,
A
two persons were convicted. All three cases

Overcrowding. anmﬁmﬂ‘“*m ~were brought forward in Tanjore, where the

- t shameless cruelty of native ship-owners (Labbies)

has attracted the humane attention of the l[agistrate and Superintendent of Police. The offence

is not confined to Tanjore: were'the conduct of Native ghippers, especially in outlying Coast
Districts, more looked to) grave “abuse would be found prevalent. :

Nme hundred and seventy-seven 6977) charges were preferred under the Breach of Con-

_ tract Act, and 1,409 persons were summoned

* Breach of Contract Ash. or arrested ; 504 cases were tried, with 892

~defendants; 475 pa'sons were convicted, of whém 279 and 114 were imprisoned for periods of less,
than one month and less than six, respectively

" Four hundred and forty-three (443) cases and

Salt and A.burl Laws.
% 230 cases were tried under the Salt and Abkari

Regulations, respectively ;
these Revenue Laws. Forty

Scearity for good behaviour. quired to find security for good behaviour. In

o dealt with were noted robbers or burglats. The Magistrates of Viza-

, th T30NS §
O Salem, South Arcot, Trichinopoly, and Tinuevelly, ‘have made

gapatam, Nellore, North Arcot,
most effective use of this salutaty prevcntwe measure of legislation, -

one (871) cases of neglect to maintain wives and children, were reported ; 512 cases were tried,

~and orders were passed against 210 persons ; 18 persons so neglecting to maintain their wives
' ~ and childven, were insane. One case only of

7 Dispyhel céitipgtion of Lang. b digputed occupation of land was tried under the

Procedure Code (Chapter XXII) by a Magistrate with full powers. As before remarked,

Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd Class have practically assumed entire primary jurisdiction on the

whole of these very important and lucrative cases: by the manner in which they work under
Section 447 of the Penal Code. How far this is lawful, or in aeeordance with the spirit taken of
the old or existing legislation, has been much discussed ; but no final ruling on the point has
emanated from the ngh Court, - Nine cases were dxsmsed of under the Lunacy Acts, and orders
* passed relatbve to nine persons. The whole sub-

Luinkgy e, ; Ject, requires looking into, The number of ca-

ses brought forward does not represent the number of lanatics, amongst a p@ukhon of 24 mil- 3
who require the protection of the Law. Natives do not understand the treatment of Luna-
d the most revolting practices of old times in Engla.nd, may be met vmh in tbas eountry 4

lions,

tics ; an
in the treatment of this mlsurable cection of human life.

‘Tho Magistrates of the Town of Madras tried, under Act XII[ of 1856, 1,970 thﬁfts and. ‘

minor, offences against property without vio-

Madras Town Police Act. lence; with 2,623 prisoners, and convicted

1,766 pergons (18
periods not exceeding one year.

fendants, and eon\ucted %, 256 pgrsons ; and 7,651 miscellaneous oﬁ'ences, with 9,150 defendants,

of whom they convicted 7,351 persons, It is
Other local Aets: ~ worthy of remark, that the mteIhgent Eurogwan

Magistracy of the Town of Madras convict about eighty (79'6) per cent. of all persons brought

before them ; while the native sab.Magxstrwy in the interior searcely convict one-half of the

On]y three cases of overcrowding Nahve Emlgrant vesseh were reported and tried ; and

Bight hundred and seventy-

1,436 were convicted under the former, and 285 under the laﬂter, of
-one (41) charges were tried under the Stamp Act, and 122 peirsons ==
convicted. In 152 cases, 232 persons were re-

7 of whom wers Juvemles) 814 were flogged, and 774 were imprisoned for i
They also tried 4,841 breaches of the peace, with 8,787 de- .
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Madras,

cupies their time. A varje
Consermey:and other local Act

.Pmcecdiqw of Magistrates and Courts.

Cases tried by a1 Courts.

Ia all, 90,124 cases were tried by competent
Courts, with 1,76,604 persons; 69,403 persons,
or 393 per cent. were released ; and 1,07,201

econvicted, as follows ;=

ty of cases under the Marins Police, Asscssment,
% Were also disposed of by the Magistrates of ¢

PO S

Convicted,

Cgses Persons 2 i
tried. | released, Males, | Females. | J aveniles. | Total,

Under the Penal Code 42683| 51788 43476

. . ! ; 476 2005 447, 46,018
. other Laws,.,.. 47470 17,620 55,536 5,186 6011 61,273
Total.. | 90,124 69,408 99,012| 7291 1,048| 1,07,291

he Town of

Of all convictions, 6-7

per cent. were of females, and 0-9 per cent,

Under the Penal Code, 10 females were convicted of maurder,

Females,

of birth of their offs

as for hurt, assault and affray,

Laws, 681 females were convic
regulstions; and 493 of petty
were convicted of Using ab
were convicted under Regulati

Three (3) boys ware convi

Juveniles,

were detected uttering counterfeit coin.
petty offences under e Penal
were convieted of thefy by Heads

pring ; eight of prostitation of
of theft, &c. ; the other convictions under the Pen
escape, contem
ted of nuisance
.thefts under ong Ry
usive language, and
ons 11 of 1820 and _
c_ﬁgd as dacoits, 12 of bouse-breaking -

¥

; and the rest w

were of youths of both sexes.
and two of culpable homi-

cide ; 25 of attempts to commit suicide; 39 of

(Police Act) ; 55 o

causing miscarriage, exposure, and concealment
minors; 28 of robbery and house-breaking ; 535
al Code were for offences of & minor character ;
P3, trespass, mischief and the like. Under other
f offences against ecantonment
pee by the Heads of Villages. The others
other petty offences; 235 European females
VII of 1853,

158 boys and 31 girls were

Punished for theft, &e., under the Penal Code.
Forty-three (43) boys committed mischief, three

Code. Oue hundred- and thirty-two (132)

of Villages ; and 178 bo

Madras Town Poljes Act, of the like offence,
ders were of a very Petty character.

Magistrates—

ere punished for escape, trespass and othey

boys and 30 girls

ys and nine girls were convicted, vnder the

The other offences committed by juvenile offen-

: in this category are included, for the sake of simplicity, the Heads of Villages

Summary Convicts g —summarily disposed of 87,240 cases; con-
Summary couviions by or e e, vioted 1,03,781, and released 66,711, or 892 per
cent. of the persons brought before them, as
follows :— : .
By Sub-Magis. |By Sub-Magis- [By Justices of
Under, ; tmtesfg“ % tutra.‘gl cho and full Toc*;:"si:&n&"
2nd Class. Ist Class. | Magistrates.
B " i et et Skl B g
S1E 82138 :
‘ & & _ &
Penal Code ...[ 80,839/ 32,121) 2,742 3,570 5357 5.821/30,863 42,64
Other Laws ...[1 7,541 1¢, 1,367| 25,463 26,399| 47,377 6'1:1‘”
Total... ss.aaoi 43,014, 3,“5' 4.m]ao,uo, 82,220 57, lm&vsﬂ

E
|
y
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The returns ermx{eonsly show, that Heads of Villages disposed of 92§ cases under the Ifenai
: Code. They derive their powers exclusively
under the old Laws; but the error could not
. conveniently be rectified in so many statements.
The error is immaterial and will not recur. These ?seful quasi-Village Magistratt:s are doing v:;]l.
They summarily disposed of 14,855 cases, -iqclndtrjg 6,619 petty thelts, t‘?ddel,)%fhpetty ;‘:‘; l:’
and insults, and convicted 17,944 persons, or 77°7 per cent. of ﬂﬁe t;'e _ny emﬁ L ?1 ,
G t. of the petty eriminal litigation of the country never le t the village. e Police
:,fo:efftewf:, all offences within their jurisdiction, before these village Courts.

Summlrj Convictions by Heads of Villages.

3 o 380 cases, or 425

i i f the 2nd Class snmmariiy disposed of 38, ,
Plaiey mmies per cent. of all cases summarily dealt withs
i i d 46,940, or 490

i -Magistrates of the 2nd Class.  convicted 48,674, and released 46,940,
s“m",omuw’ et ' per cent. of all persons brought before them.
i i thing wrong when every other person

T g t as it ought to be. There is gom? o : :
e l;tcée;;]rz : ?)ourt of Justice is either innocent, or is brought up .wuhuut there being r'eao
b""“fle preospect of conviction, The fault does not lie with the Police ; for they have nothing

sona

i -Magi “of the 2nd
> 2o t bulk of cases over which Sub-Magistrates o
6 & Witk Ihe Infciuline o8 et gros ust be berne in mind that these figures do

P TR ther, it m ;
(las have: symmary Jumdmm? RN not include a large number of cases, enter-

tained in the first instance by Sub-Magis-
iy trates, and referred to the Police for loesl in-
Charg e i der Section 133 of the Procedure
f o8 ed. tonviet.| QUITY under
i : elsmad w:?t | Code, which are subsequently struck off a3
false on their report. The fact is, Sub-b_f[agts-
Hurt (petty) o v e o 3629 ‘-Ggg é‘f{g trates have been exceedingly careiles; in ::;
ﬁ?&'&‘?"‘?’; R e :,'358 2267 | manner in which they take up il'r vo ol:llmm
Crimiual Trespass.. ©. . e 6‘333 345 | groundless charges, and are only gradually
?g-; 2.%??3& o) 481 ge2| 178 peing weaned from their bad habits (e.zv:en now
cnim:lm“n PRE ML Fe kR R L R practice of receiving criminal petitions by
n:ii:hm - 81 1,69 21 post, or through a letter-box, has not entirely
trespass W 78| ussof sy | post, X e
g:nuceh?-‘imao‘:mct o o 18310 818 9 | disappeared). The marginal table i ust teg
' Total.. 17,934 | 23,834 | 19314 | where the defect most markedly manifests
itself. The cases are all of a petty character,

Exclusive of 1,202 cases of contempt of theirown and are the kind of charges which Ymd"fme
.;-:,?{asi':whic:m‘h‘! punished 2,476, or 799 per cent. of parties bring to the annoyance of their neigh-

persons charged, . : bours. It is impossible to estimat'e the.Wfate
nd annoyance to defendants and witnesses, which are caused by futile criminal
me a

A v < in which 81-0 per cent. of the defendants are released.
=3

prosecution

- Sub-Magistrates of the 1st Class summarily
i, Magistrates of 1s¢ Class.  disposed of 3,185 cases, convicting 4,943 persons
s snb'v‘ BN ' against 3,319, or 40°1 per cent. released,

s -

f the Peace, summarily disposed of 30,820 cases,
¥ ] and convicted 32,220 persons against 11,330,
ummary Convisti Magistrates having full powers, and o1 5. per cent. released. There isg marked
: Jm“““”a;':hﬂ;b? ot o difference in the care with which charges are
: ' i . with full powers, and vigor with
3 . the 1st Class and Magistrates with full powe v |
’iﬁufnﬁl’h’fmﬁia‘fa compared with the practice of Magistrates of the 2ad Class.
W ,

Magistrates with full powj‘r.p‘; and Justices o
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Five f.housand seven hundred and sixty-saven (5,767} cases, with 10,920 Ppersons, were com-

Commiiments. mitted for trial after preliminary inquiry by
Magistrates of all classes, as follows :—

By Sub-Magis.|By Sub-Magi i l" inei
agis-| By Justices By Prinei-
tmuézLi of 2nd | wrates of Ist Pe:{co and fu(;l' p’nl g;kc: Total
83, Class, Magistrates, Amins, y
8 fola YOS i g 4
[~
B aE R ROER LR R
= 3 % 3 g z
Lo - 0 - - . N -
Under the Penal
PR 5,075f 9475 167 |
o ;','f" et ) 309| 263 5071 4 5| 5,509 10,385
248 522 7 9 3 3’ 258 &34
Total..| 5323 o G ™ M s
~| 8328 9,997 1740 a8l s06 60(1 4 51 5,767!‘ 10,920

Souae insee : SRy
uracy probably exists in the reiurns of commitments by Sab-Magistrates of the
Commitments by Magistrates, 2.116 Class,  This clags of officers have, in some
p d“'_*'"m, entertsined charges coguizable by Ma-
7 1nquiry, and cominitted them to their superiors:

Subordinate Magistrate to a Magistrate with f, et ROTSIIE SAx, Cow L B

whizh he is com 1 ull powers. The former may only entertain charges
lnid down too la::tie: tll::: “’J; Otl;com:?n lo tiie Sessions. The correctypme{ict: \:as: howel:ir,’
year bo admit of rectifyiug all the returns of commitments by Sub-

Magzistrates of the 2nd Class
g s and to a certain
ciude this fmot a large) class of m“. extent they are probably inaccurate, as they in+
By far the £ :
larger number of all commitments are made by Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd Class,

Cnmmﬂm nt - ¥
¢uts by Sub-Mogistratos of the 2nq Class, on whom devolves the preliminary inquiry into

Sessions Courts, § b- 3 ] most charges of a grave character triable b
ab-Magistrates of the 2ud Class committed 92:3 per cent. of all cases, al:d 9!'.;

pereent. of all persong g
Persons sent up with g resord of preliminary inquiry, for final trial by some highet

Court. The influe 3
nce of this ¢} :
Sy ol om“f‘l’ on the general administration of Ceiminal Justice

. is, therefore, paramount ; and on their ability

—

cg‘"’d‘;““ to Eﬁe:};ittgd L e and .integrity depends, in a great measure, its
- ek | vindication against the criminal population,

Per. (Releag.! Por.
soma. u?.” nofu. R"lf ¢ :;:;: n‘:‘" complete state in which cases are submitted to
gvi-l esso .| Lnal sral T g BT them for adjudication ; and it is a significant
. Laws..| 144 g3 ggl > v+ 5-'1‘3: 352?} fact, f:hlf- 43'8 per cent. of persons brought by
1257 z commitment, before the Courts of Principal Sadr
J 407, 4731 2.0%01 5,088 9@ Amins and Session Judges, were r‘:lened
ik ! Decided improvement is, howerer, in progress
less ocenpi : amongst Sub-Magistrates ; and were their ti
: Jess occupied by frivolous cases, thejr work would be uore 8 perf:r:n o;. eir time

/o Magis
) / ik ig trates of the Ist Clags cogxmﬁtted 174 cases, with 318 persons, including four murders,
g _ eadonoatternpt to murder, and two eases of cul-
o s of 1t O 3wl Domiside. Wixee’ Gascs. of ooncedlalé b 6f

: . ; 5 birth, and soven cages of hurt ; fi obbers (four
Ohpes), g ;':““f(';! cases), and 42 eases of house-breaking ; 48 cases of theft, &:r ai-'mg‘ of
WPM God" r&“{ . "5:'.7 ; four of wjﬂv;.two of false charge. and four of escape under the
by » &80 four olignces under Abkari Laws, and three cases of pouad breach under other

————{ Session Judges frequently complain of the in-
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Justices of the Peace ana Maéibtifatee with full powers, committed 266 cases, with 600
<= persons ; 39 were for offences against the
g"%:m«m by Justices of the Peace aad M‘_‘"’MT -p‘ersani, including five murders, one abtempt

with fall powers. e e |

cide, 15 cases of hurt, five of kidnopping, and three of rape : five cases of robbery, 15 cases
of dacoity with 234 prisoners. In Cudd:pah, the Europesn Magistracy actively conducted all

cases against the members of three outlawed robber gangs, which were broken up during the

year, and most mate rially aided in »t,'he» successful suppression of this grave offence, which has
ey onprussed' the Disbrict ; and 31 cases of h(fusefbyggking. They cumfni:ted 118 cases
o thaft. 8;0.; three of mischief, 13 of offences aguinst the currency ; 18 cases of pecjury, and 11

of adultery. : . ‘ 8 A S P
; - - Judicial Courts disposed of 2,792 cases,
Disposed of by Courls. - convicted 3,402, and released 2,681, or 440 per
e R cent, of all persons committed to them asfol-
Tows :— . :
By Pnﬁ::l &dr . B’G?xrsisl- “IBy I?igh Courts, ! Total.. .. ;Iobﬂl lo,ugd,_r
AT OISR by s e B by JA T T et R
: S s s Parsons | | Persons | Persons Persons .
» | Cnneg [ SEUU ] OCases | et DR8ES G ciop. | Cases it | Os Per-
| e, | 20T | tricd ‘99"52" tried. | | TN i Lol o
b 739 | "1.904 | 2483 dap {186 | spzai 4yt s g |
P‘]“’" f“’:: PALRRER L T L 111 L) B GRS SR l 20 e i
Tofalae .| 806 860 1881 [ 2505 )" 147 | 158 §~-zm' | saug| 5 | 1|

SRR disposed of 806 cases, and convicted 850, and released 407, or 32:5

cide, and 19 of hurt, 187 of hou
two of uttering k:ouzi'te_ifeiﬁ-com, k908, 8
rest were miscellaneous cases ;of jmlnql:tj.zmppnmee.- g

 Session Judges tried 1,931 cases,

attributable in part at leas
Sob-Magistrates, who hold ¢ ;
very variel suceess attends prosecgtlogs
obtained during part of the year. e i . S |

Four hundred and ninety-eight (498) cases were charges 0l FabEnags agamstthepe
including 165 charges of murder, 31 qf rson,
59 cases of causing miscarriage, conceal

i ing, nige 0 . ; :
il 325,’22“2?:3’ 817 chargesof offnces agins propery wih iolnce,convicing 1,300, s
'réleasing‘ 1,279 priso ners, Two hundred Aand_seventy-enght (278) Yerg re‘hirga‘s; -o‘f_ robbery
276 of dacoity, and 260, house-breaking. Two hundred and tyelve cases (312) of theftax
offences against property, without violence, were committed to Court, with 361 prisoners ; 1
were convicted, and 167 released. ‘ g S s A
ik ‘currencvy.‘ 63?chlnzrgel of forgery, and 6% of perjury, and 30!{ :cha:ges of ?ther_ offences ag'a_m‘ht.
jngﬁce, e i trie &:by Seﬂim' Jud 8?"- The_ othe‘r‘lf,r:x_g'l!-' under the P.enllOOdO were ocn
cliarges of minor importance.  Under other Lenal Ly, Whoge cases wote, triad. nndet ihe Post

Office, and two uuder the Railway Act, and ongwcharg'e.bf offence against the Stawp Act.

- to murder, and two cases of culpable homi-

SO i e per cent. of all persons committed to them.
By Principal Sade Amin. - They tried 22 cases of attempt to commit sui- -
se-breaking, and 357 of theft and wisappropriation, 20 of mischief,
and one of forgery, and 85 cases of offences agaiust justice. The

convicted 2,505 persons, and released 2,226, or 47-0 per
: g ~ ceot. of all persons committed to them for trial,
By Session Judges- |  The percentage of relcases is very large, and
g, ‘to the imperfect state in wbicb_ committed casesare prepuedby
he preliminary inguity in the great majority of grave cases. But
in different Courts. In Kurnool, few convictions were

NEL
|"'

attempt to murder, and 50 charges of célpabla_hbﬁéiaég
ment of birth, and exposure of children, lﬂl of eauang: g
 prostituting winors, 26 of rape, and six of nnnatqra.[oﬂ’meeg! 1

 Thirty-five (35) charges of mischief by fire, 42 offences against
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found insane, Two (2) i
» 0 (2) insane persons committe se-breaki
2o v B S e ,d house-breaking, and one theft—one escaped
s : 3 charged wi h harbouring an oflender, and four commitied breach of
ghteen (18) of 871 persons, sued for maintenance of wives and children under the

Pl OCCdQlﬂ (0 e '
; d‘ were €, ne 9 10sane + W 1!‘) € k (
3 nsane, L\ n ( ) nasane ptf&u“s rere dl§ Jl Of uﬂd(r .‘\Cls

1858 and XXV of 1861, :

(L P
Twenty-cipht thousand five hundred and

Cases not brought to an issue.

were not proceeded with 10 final decision, as
f‘)“u“’s * —

y 28.502) ¢ x z 5 Qe
two ("hn)“-) cascs, ll]VUl\ll)g 02‘3‘)‘ persul‘s’

10tk February 1866

No. 125. Orper THEREON, 10th February 1866, No. 214.

The Governor in Council has perused with interest the careful review of the
criminal statistics for the year 1864, submitted with the foregoing letter from the

Inspector General of Police. The Returns have been so fully analyzed in Mr.
Robinson’s Report that there are but few points which call for notice from the Go-

vernment. v
2. The great extent to which the time of the Subordinate Magistrates of the

9nd Class is taken up by the disposal of petty cases, which might well be settled by

the Heads of Villages, is unquestionably a sérious evil. Ttisprobable that many of

e TR AR bt

)
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e

I el 4 }
| the cases referred to might be dealt with by the latter Officers under the provisions of

) | |
- Builed by | Dismissed for Withdrawn ;,y§ g Under trial
i Police. default. the parties. |[dispos- Total. at the end Section 10, Regulation XI of 1816, which Section is still in force; and it seems very
{: R ! ed of. of the year. | desirable that in such cases the Sub-Magistrates should refer the complaining par-
F 5 5| : e ' g | ’*gﬂ PE T B i ds 1 s ’ ties to the Head of the Village. The matter is one which is deser\'ring of the con.
| 9 S i A l 3 :‘: - AL | 8 g 213 |8 ' sideration of the Honorable the Judges of. the High Co.urt, who .'mll be. furnished
: GG BErid 1D (555 3 M 11 ol L with a copy of Mr. Robinson’s letter and its accompaniments, with a view to the
. U;:‘:’e:l C ‘ahe 1.1} . ‘ e ; ;ssue of such instructions as the J pdges may deem it proper fo give to the several
. Uider it 511 1,003 5,948 14,800 14,754 34,2115 164 21,868 51,178, 1,49¢ 3.762 : District Magistrates on the subject. It is not improbable that the fact that the
' | | apee g ’ Section in question is still unrepealed has been overlooked in many Districts.

requested to give their attention to the remarks

!
3 Laws abs vRA 492 102! 4.05 % | f
}- : 2 4,059 6,207 2,508 4541025 8 g ] & ‘ i
. . Togﬂ] e P —...-T e ) I' ;, 41 i}! o2 6‘(‘11}{ 1 l,] :?I 993 415 ¢ | 3. The Judges Wlll alSO be |
3 ki o 095 10,00§ 1’1,"16‘ 17,962[ 38,753 40, 493 28,502/ 62,357|1,715] 4,197 made in Mr. Robinson’s Report (page 15), in regard to the extent to which charges
‘ | | of eriminal trespass really involving civil rights are disposed of by Subordinate

The Police bailed 2,095 pe . .
l ailed 2,095 persons in 1,193 cases, against whom sufficient evidence to justify # Magistrates SEAL S 0N T Ollisal
4 bt da g Mook e o 4, The only other point which calls for notice is the alleged prevalence
nst the Act for the prevention of over-crowd-

(page 17 of Report) of the offences agai
ing of Native Emigrant ships, shich calls for the attention of the Maglstmtes of the

several coast Districts.

s ~ Magistrat

‘“‘lflxllz.t ;he charges appeared to be not well loumlfd. Oef ‘;O;l;ia:\:: :’: 7{0:::;::; :;1 :;;::::::
ﬁicide,i::r;:n(’mg (zz:wr:mt;s) haesd °h&fg.¢'§ of murder or attempt to murder and culpable
persona) of abduc ion?andn(: ;2 attempting suicide ; 27 (65 persons) were charges of hurt ; 7 (10
15 (65 personis) of dm;oitv 2 (‘; l[)Bersolns) of rape :—54 cases (55 persons) were charges of robbery,
were thefts :—49 cases (85’ :‘arson:) e P;"*Ona) y: h?us‘?'bt“ki"g :—682 cases (1,122 persons)
of a less heinous character. i P00 SN B mischiel by Bne, doa - The pihes whte phinrsed 1

Twenty ' .
wenty-seven thousand two hundred and sixty-nine (27,260, cases, with 59,769 persons, went

(True Extract). '
Ceia e A Ay AR BOTHN O,
Chicf Secretary.

mg:;xwd:‘g{f:d for defanlt and neglect to pro!m;nle. aud by default, or were withdrawn by the partieg
y the partiss. thomselves — 12,031 cases {25,102 persons) were :
\ |

7 charges of petty burt, wrongful restraint and
:7;’:)‘;3“;:::?1 ;l::; l:’i‘:iﬁ;’de: lI'“fGG'Q case: (1,626 persons) the chavge pfeferm:l was theft, fn | ¥
1,328 cases (3’316 )ers;on:) K‘nlsclue i Y 4'0"9_ cases (10,851 persons) criminal trespsss, aad _lll \ " J e Coﬁrt
Eo s i e iosult an.d defaa?nhou. In 2,522 cases (4,464 persons) Heads of Vil- To the Honorable the Judges of gl 3

ges adjusted the .puty dilferences in the village.—263 cases (499 pessons) of breach of contract Inspector General of Police. _
were settled by amicable adjustment, besides a large number of other miscellancous pétty charges. \ " Magistrate of
On the 3lst December 186+, 1,715 cases, with 4,197 persons remained undisposed of. The :
great bulk of these were petty cases. Iu is pur-
posed so to arrange these returns for the carrent
i3] that they shull show only offences which were committed, or charges which were made
| daring the year, and how they had been disposed of. The returnd are for the calendar year, aud \
1: the S three months which intervene before they need to be submitred with the report ¥ B
required b the clody b the official year will suffics to cleac off all Gles, and admit of showing 8 \
cofnpl'ete statemont of offences und the result of trials, and obviats the confusion and d:ficolty of v Gy
| keiuging forward & balinte; sad carrying on statemeut of cases under trial, g Fixd J. i1, Dazas,
Orsick orF Tae INsPRcTOR : 1
Gexgsrat or Porice,
Kotaauenry, 15t dugust 1865,

4

Under trial.

(Signed) W.ROBINSON, 3
Inspector General of Police. \
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e Number of Offences against the Indian Penal Code, and of Persons cone
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Districts of the Madras Presidency, for the year 1864 ; and the Result of § Proceedings.
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