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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
C .  29th December 1866.

No. 194, Read the following Proceedings of Government i in the Revenue Depart-
ment, dated 3rd December 1866, No. 3283. ' '

Pagingorders on o esiuon by ) (1o yoceing, v D
complaint preferred by Mr. ‘Lo Fau- (zigt)ed ard December 1866, Nos, 23_

- cheur of Pondicherry.

No. 195. ORDER THEREOR, 29th December 1866, No, 2007.
Commumcated to the [nspector General of Police,
_ | (Signed) A, J. ARBUTHNOT,

' - Chicf Secretary.
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" Beforeleaving for Pondicherry,
_ mo of tho occurrence, and of my intention :
1 nd to my

. letters to is Excellency the French

- British and

necessaril

»

l’rqbeeding.i of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| 3rd December 1866.

- ' ‘Read the following papers :— -

No. 23. From the Collector and Special Agent, South Arcot, to the Chief
 Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore, 26th
October 1866, No. 265. o ] ' |

‘1. In acknowledgment of the Order of Government, dated 17th instant,
No. 1,638, recorded in their Proceedings of thesame date, Judicial Department,
I Lave the honor to state that the complaint of His Excellency the Governor of Pondi-
cherry, a translation of which stands at the head of those Proceedings, has alrcady
received personal investizgation and final adjudication at my hands, as will be seen by -

the enclosures.
9. Theaccompanying copy of co
gclf, will shew the Government that t

rrespondence, between M. Bontemps and my-
he complaint of Mr. Le Y aucheur, backed by

His Excellency, had my immediato ettention, and, though at considerable incon-
\vcuience, I proceeded to Pondicherry ; aftor summoning the partics concerned, and
to render my proceedings as public as possible, I held the enquiry in a building
very courteously placed atmy disposal for the purpose by the French authorities.
the Superintendent of Police was also informed by
personally to investigate it. :

3. I would beg the attention of Government to my final decision, a
Governor, as these sufficiently explain the

whole matter, and render a recapitulation of it unnecessary. ; ,
4. .1 had an interview with M, Bontemps after the enquiry, when I verbally
informed him of the result, I further explained the misinterprctation by His Excel-
lency’s Government of the Ordérs of the Government of Madras in the year 1862,
which His Excellency has quoted in his present letter, and I hLere desire the atten-
' ' ‘ tion of Government to those Orders, as
quoted in the margin.® I take their
spirit to be that all goods of a French '
officer passing from one French settlement to another, whether by land or by sea,
' ted from all Customs duty ; but to entitle them to such

ghall throughout be exemp > |
exemption, 1 ‘submit that the scal and certificate therein required should be those of a

not of a French authority, as supposed by the French. I explained this
Excellency, and also st our personal interview. No other
ruction has ever been put upon the Order in question, either in my Office or by
: d tho French Passes gpoken of in M. Bontemp's letter have
subject to subsequent proof that the goodsthey
ttlement to which they were destined, on
tained in deposit has always been
tjon of these French Passes has

« Dated 25th June 1862, No. 1,401

in my letter to His
const
the Customs Agents, 81
only been conditionally protective,
covered had duly reached the French se
the production of which the. duty levied and re :
immediately retarned. The respect and recognl
y been nothing more, '

5. 'The Governor appearcd quite gatisfied with my explanation after perusing

the correspondence which had led to the Order, and as he acquiesced in my view
of ity and did not press for any reference on the point, I have not moved further in
tating that 2,352 Passeshad been issued -

tho matter, His Exccllency is in error in 6
ginco 1st January Jast, the numbers date consecutively from the year 1862, ¢. ., from .
and after thoissue of the Order to which I Lave adverted, and were given for mer-

chandize of all kinds passing- from Pondicherry to other French settloments, and
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‘roceedings of t/zg Madras Gorernment, Revenue De
3rd December 1868. partment.
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few, if any, h '
¥, have been for personal baeo ‘
are very rare; . ggage or goods of an :
observodra;il, ]t)]ut inall, wheth_er merchandize or officer’s r(())pem‘:r', ﬂllle cases of mhic
) 16 goods or articles so ¢overed bysa Frencg pass 1.3!"0t . m;ne c;’)u_l'se .
merely subject to

. 1 1

]

baggage and effects is
- s at once granted :
holder from al . g ed, and which of co i
of necessitI: lie lst;l;!. evi.mt;on and detention to which otllljfr:issz berfct r‘elease fo the -
_ non-obser\:anco of:, tchi: o passing a Foreign Customs Houxecveﬁ’ :zv?uor o
plained, but he relied Outiou;*se exposed him to the arinO)"nnce; of - hi s
sulliciont protection. aul e re;nch pass with which Lo had furnisl e:; ;I.Ch hle com-
. ’ 1 was o course di&‘l - ‘. ] sl 111mse f as a
were not ppointed. ilv .
not, however, delayed beyond a fow day: andH :181 ﬂmm{) and bis property
g, ey subsequently passed

through the Fronti
. er Customs stations und a i5
. hmdrance. Hons ¢r a certificato fro ¢ ithout furth

. - . m me, w urther

publicly held by me, qui )
fully Imderstoo}d m;,tg(t)l;tfhall.a)cd all angry feclings, and tho facts w

immediately Conc’erned 0 . :}t EY not have been satisfactory tirct;"Entuﬂl.]Y

" for their alleeed ore ’ .a 1e Customs Police Officers e parties

S rbearing and offensive escaped actual punish

o Croearing cond . _ went

proved against any individual of them when 't]x'euzz.s’e 21;21‘?0})‘:&3 oo really

o bo sifted, and «ll I

uilty insulting or offeusi
guilty of any insulting or offeusive demeanor towards travell
vellers,

. 8. Government will be
aware that in the Laud Cy
stoms, a3 well asin th
e Salt -

3 o

occaston at times for the display of ill-fecli ;
a tendenc ' : . ccling and jealousy, a i3 e
howover oyt: :zlggeivne?lzetih att umty of action on the Pﬂrty’ofriieﬂ;:eilua; o do"lbt
annoyance to tmvellcrg,n %r::t; :; ti:zp(}))ust;)ms Revenug, is productive ;:Ct’ir:;:hsli;'
are very r i y to say that the in isi
amicab{y,zll,r:t’ iinglf;l;l;z:_) thef tW? depﬂ'-rtments have, on the ::;a:lzcsx\fr:;lllmon
Officers have frequent] tolst(i]o their rf?sponsiblo functions, tho Rev::nue C t‘~ e
- sharein the proceeds oty all “;iart the interests of the Police executive. Tlu:l i;::ﬂ )
their own gain are someti confiscated goods, and naturally stimulated by a desirc f:-
and consideralle cautio lm(53(10“:‘?'20{.1]ous and energeficin the seizures they mak
secure the public ey nt and watching are needed to prevent injustice g 1; .
. annoya:nce e 130 nst a nepdl.ess and wanton agrravation of the d fl an to,
. para &og the mildest enforcemént of all Customs I;:‘&L e
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: Proceedings of the Madras Goverament, Revenue Department,
: S . 3rd December 1866 R

»
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. M. Le Faucheur’s complaint, and which I had previously personally intimated to the
l : - Governor of Pondicherry, I received a

e« E : o . ‘
: : . ‘brief acknowledgment® from His Excel-

3 lency, accepting my 8
ly sceks for some guarantee that in future,

"9, Inreply to mj' letter marked D, announcing the final dAispositAion."o‘fr

olution of the matter, and offering no sort of objection ; and .

© T am aware that M. Bontemps mere ‘
be subject to similar indignities and annoy- -

" Officers of his Government shall not
gnces, as havo been alleged in the prescnt case; and this guarantee I have now
given, provided tho course be adopted as pointed out, and which, till this recent
! occurrence, had been invariably followed, and - the Government will observe that
B M. Bontemps is quite satisfied with this settlement of the matter, and has :ﬂready
- made it known to the several departments of his Government, 80 that I submit,

' ith all deference, that nothing remains to be done.
ecutivo administration of our Customs laws on

10. In order to place the Ex
a more satisfactory footing, and to bring into greater harmony. of action the two
branchss of the department, I have now drawn up certain rules for the general
Revenue and Police, the strict observance of

all Customs Officers, , :
ture complaints; and I propose to publish these

’- rules in English, F rench, and Tamil, in the local Gazetto and *¢ Pondicherry Moni-
< teur,” and they will be pasted up on a largo board at cach of the principal Sayer
{ stations, and a few copica will be prmted in pamphlet form for circulation to the
d 11. I am now in communication with tho Inspector Gepernll'of Police on the
subject, and I have sought his comments and remarks on my proposed rules,
and I do not presume Government wish

finally sent to the press,
a matter so entirely within the competency of the local

desire ‘
no effort shall in future be wanting on my part to

ronder our Customs lawsas little obnoxious and irritating as possible to our French
ncighbours, and I am sanguino that tho mcasures I have now tuken will effectually

have removed all real cause for hereafter complaint.
" : _ Transferred to the Revenue Department.

guidance of
which will, I think, obviate all fu

-

to bo troubled further with
Exccutive to deal, but I
hitherto been my anxiety, and

 (Signed) J. D. SIA,
Scerelary to Government.

-~ No. 24 From tho Inspoctor General of Police, to the Secretary to varem-
" ment, Revenue {Department, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 8th
© November 1866, No. 1,858. L |

With reference to
o submit & copy of Cap
r 1866, No. 665, wit
{ Jettor to the Superintendent, dated 11th

9.  The facts of the case are these —A
ut 11 p. M. on the 22nd Septem

. Custom ITouse abo
Salem. - He stated that b

~ was on his w8y to
" bottles of Clarct, and produced a French pass,

tain Swanston’s letter to the Collector of South Arcot,
h enclosures, also a copy of the Collector’s

PooL
" honor t
. dated 23rd Octobe

which was duly received and taken

to assure His Lordship in Council thatit has -

G. 0. No. A1,638,'dated 17th October 1866, I have the

October 1866, No, 482. o
M. LeFaucheur arrived at the Mortandy .

ber with six carts, and stated thathe
o had no dutiable articles, except eight -



Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, !
o " 3rd December 1866, - - S

- to the Amcen. - The Ameen ordered the preventwe officers to senrch the carts. To

this the passenger objected, and stated that he would return to Pondicherry. He
" became very cxcited. It is stated that tho Police were threatened with a gun..
Possibly something else was in the dark mistaken for a gun. “The Preventwe
establishment considered it their duty to detain the carts uutil duly examined.

. One cart was scarched that night and returned to Pondicherry.

‘ In this a lady
- was travellmc.-

" The next afternoon the rest were searched in the presence of the

owner, when a much larger quantity of dutmblo o.rtlcles wag found than had previ-
- onsly been declared by the passenger.

3. Mr Reade went to PondJcherry and held a pubho enqmry into the com-
plemt of M. Le Fancheur as I believe, in the French Police Office, and summoned
the Revenue and Police Preventlve Establishments. He came to the conclnmon
that there was nothing to lay hold of against the Conetnbles

4. On'the whole I fail to see that there was any irregularity on the part of

~ the officers of Government.  The Ameen ordered the carts-to be searched. e
had authority to do so. Withouthis order it could not be done. The Preventive
Constables proceeded to do so, and were obstructed by the traveller in the exccution
of their duty in a manner the reverse of considerate or courteous. A

5. The only point which may be open to remark is the dctention of carts

- when the passonger expressed his wish to return to Pondicherry when he found he

“was to undergo search. It might have been expedient to have permitted this, and

~~had an Europcan Omeer; wltle-suficlent authordty; wen vn-tho -sput; he -would -—— -

~ probably have permitted it. But hore too, I think, that the subordinates in the posi-
tion of the Ameen and Preventive Constables were sufficiently in order with refer-
- ence to the Frontior Customs practice of all countries. . Wlhen a passenger presents
himself and baggage at a frontier, and makes his declaration in respect to dutiable
articles, he stands and falls thereby, and is not permitted to withdraw his baggago
~and retrace his j Journey at wﬂl because he finds the.t bis bebrrnge is to bo subjected
~ to search.
_ 6. Inhisletterto the Governor, HIS Excellency tho Govcrnor of French Scttle-
~ ments in India alludes to unrefined venal and low agents. Ie gives full credit to the
excited declaration of M. Le F aucheur; and Mr. Reade writes some gencralities in the
same character. But the fact is that the mattor has been fully enquired into (I need
ssarcely add that Mr. Reado properly and cu.refully looked to the French sido of
the occurrence), but nothing worthy of scnsure was established against any officer
of Government even under circumstances of provocation at the hand of the pas-
- senger. Indeed I venture to assure the Government, as the result of much expenence
o both in Europe and India, that the want of consideration and courtesy is quito as
, frequent]yto be found on the side of the passengersas on the.t of the oflicers of the
State on whom an unpleasant duty devolves. Ebpecw.lly in this country afirm -

determination on the part of a Nativeto doan unploa.bant duty is frequently mbtalell
by Europeans for insolence.

——

Transferred to Lhe Revenue Department.
(Bigned) J. D. %IM

Seeretary o Government.
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[Separate Revenue, No. 2.
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" the conduct ¢ of Dritis
- In his correspondenc
: My Reedo has also di

- manncr 110

Proceedzng: of t}w

l{adra.s Govoernmen!; Revenue Department
" 3rd December. 1866. | :

v ommz I December 1866, No. 3,283,
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