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Proceedings of the Madras Govornment, Judicial Depariment,
29th December 1866.-

. No.190."  Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public 'Works

" Department, dated 3rd December 1866, No. 3842,

- Communicating ‘to all Superintendingy

Engineers the orders passed in this . . . s ’

(Judicial) Department, li'?g&rding the l_(VIde Prg;etggmfds’ Public Works Depart-

necessity for providing sufficient and { - 2”262:’43 3rd December 1866, Nos.
 suitablo Subsidiary Jail accommods- 43.)

tion in this Presidency. ' -

 No.100A, ~  OzbEm THEEOK, 29th December 1866, No. 2004.

Communicated to theFInspector (enerals of Police and of Jails,
S : " - (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT, o
g : Chief Secretary.

“To the Inspector General of Police:

e - of Jails,

+
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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department
S 3rd_D‘ecember 1866. - o

“ No. 42. - Read the following Procecdings of the Madras Government in the

' . Judicial Department, dated 19th November 1866, No. 1,824 :— ' o}
Read the following letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, tothe =

- Chief Secretary -to Government, Fort Sain '

© October 1866, No. 267 A. . i

e The Governor in Council, in an Order, dated 29th March 1866, No. 470, f

-~ ordered a detailed Report to be submitted by the Magistrates throughout tho !

" Presidency, aided by the Executive Engineers and Police Superintendents, on the 3

- Subsidiary Jails in'each District. This Report was to contain an exact account of

the dimensions of these “ Lock-ups,” and of the number of prisoners which they L

-~ could safely contain. - . . . v _
| ~9. This information was required in order to incrcasé the minor prison accom- ' |
" modation in every district. In the meantime, as considerable delay would neces-
 sarily take place in providing additional Jail accommodafion, - the Magistrates - -
" were authorized, without further reference to Government, in all cases in which
present places of confinement were absolutely unfit for the incarceration of prisoners,
to rent suitable houses near the Sub-Magistrates’ Cutcherries. - , - ‘]
3. While passing through districts recently, on special duty, 1 have become N
* aware that Magistrates have not taken sufficiont advantage of the liberal permis-- .
sion accorded by Government ; and the Inspector General of Police, with whom I ?
© am now in personal communication, and who has far larger means of experience, |
... ' fully confirms my statemont. _ ... o '
o 4 "The necesmty for more ﬁgorSus action beihg' taken to carry out the inten-
tions of the Government is every day becoming more urgent. - The ‘number of -
prisoners described by the Inspector General of Police os annually incarcerated in
Subsidiary Jails for an average period of ten days, and not more than a month, ig-
now more than 15,000; but the number of those arrested and confined in tha

Lock-ups through the country, while under trial by the ‘Subordinate Magistracy, |
is estimated, and I believe correctly, as ‘

mounting to 50,000. :
5. Itis true that these persons are only for a short time in confinement,
Lot it is & well established fact that the bealth of prisoners suffers most while they
are 'Imder'triﬂ], and during the commencement of their confinement in Jail after

- conviction. - a B |

"@. Anxiety in the case of prisoners under trial, and a radical change in .
their mode of life in the case of the convicted prisoners, have been -given by
competent authority as the causes of this increased susceptibility to disease. If,. .
L in addition to this tendéncy to disease, be added over-crowding for days and nights
- - in ill-ventilated places of confinoment, we can hardly be surprised at the constant
S tal cases of cholera in Subsidiary Jails and Lock-ups. s
o 7. Six months have passed since the issue of the Government Order which *
ghould have remedicd the dangerous ovcr-crovf'ding in these places, but I believe ;
that little has been done to improve the condltior'x of the persons imprisoned in -
" hese buildings. 'To take examples from this district : the Bellary Police Lock-up
, of containing two persons ; as many 83 six or eight persons are often :
A few days ago a case of cholera (an East Indian woman) occurred i

hero after a feW hours’ incarceration, -

t George, dated Bellary, 24th
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Proceedmg: Qf the M adra: Govermnent Publ:c IVorLs Departmenl
3rd December 1866.

8. The Bellary Sub-Magwtrato’s Lock-up is capablo of containing 'dnrty
prlsoners a few days ago there were fifty prisoners, and there have becn as many as
seventy in thrs pLa.ce. Again, at Ramandroog, the Lock-up is capable of containing
seven persons; on the 20th of October, there were twenty-six prisoncrs in confine-
ment, so thateach prlsoner had only ten square feet superﬁcml space, instead of
thlrty BIX. ~ ’

9. In the three SubsldJary Jails of the sub-dxvmon thero is accommodation
for thirty-seven prisoners, allowing them each only 500 cubic fect instead of G48.
At the time of a recent report submitted by the Sub—CoHector dated 27th August
1866, there were in confinement 113 prisoners. : ;

10. I mention theso instances as occurring in a district where I am at pre-
sent, but the Inspoctor General of Police can furnish Government with illustrations

of this being by no means an unusual COBdJ.thIl of Submdmry Jails and Lock -ups

throughout the Presidency.

"1 think it unnecessary to descnbe the sufferings cndured by persons thus
‘over—crowded the filthy condition of most of these places, the neglect of conscr-
‘vancy, or the pestilential atmosphere produced by all these causes.

12. The Magistrates of Districts, as I have before stated, secm in many cascs
‘to have misunderstood the intentions of Government, and to have supposed that

. where native houses were not avuilable near tho Tiluq Catcherries (and theso -

houses can seldom be obtained for hire), nothing could be done to relieve over-crowd-

ing. It does not seem to have occurred to them to' hut out prisoncrs; and the -

result hag been that the eondition of thoe mipor plasos of canfinomant Las baon but
very little ameliorated since the date of the Government Order in March last.

13. I venture, therefore, most respectfully to suggest that a Circular should
be issued to all Magistrates, directing them, as rapidly as possible, to ascertain
:from the Superintendents of Pohce who can afford the information, what is the
mazimum average number of prisoners under trial, and committed for terms of
erphrts;rp:::fc tr;ot exceedmcr one monfrh , Tequiring. o.ccommodntaon in every tdluq

14. _These dotails having been ascertained, they should, wherever nativo

: hopses cannot be hired, at once build the number of huts nedded in addition to the
existing Jail capacity (caleulated at not less than thiry-six superficial square feet per

prisoner), to contain this average maximum number of prisoners. When the nature

of the buildings will admit of it,” 648 cubical feet should bo given to.each

-prisoner; but when this is not possible, a reduction of cubical space is of less

importance if the full maximum superﬁcml area i3 secured.
. 15. There is great neglect in furnishing any latrine accommodntlon during
1e night in the Lock- -ups and Subsidiary ‘Jails. Tho consequence is that, as it

is dangerous with the small Police guard over prlsoners at night to open the Jails, |

the azmosphero in these ill-ventilated buildings becomes pestilential. -
i brlck and .mud——-or, .where procurable, a stono—trough, thrce feet long by
eighteen inches wide, and one foot deep, filled with three inches of sifted earth, will

prevent the excreta becoming offensive, if each prisoner throwsa handful of sifted

‘earth into the trough each time it is used.

A. supply of this earth (which can be
pre red by th
should be dcposxted by the side of the troug‘h pa , y the Pnsoners themselves)
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Proccedmg: Qf t}’ze Madras Governmenl, Public Work: Deparlment, o

-

" 3rd December 1866,

B

Govemment Order, regarding— ..

‘1stly.—The best means of ren

tries as are procurable as temporary Lock-ups.

sary is to face the verandahs with
and side walls at about six feet in he

2ndly.—The cheapest form of hut,
be described, so as to economize t
. - 3rdly. —Where bamboos an
constructing huts with mud a

Any Officer of the Public

out troops in standing camps,
works, could draw out simple lnstructlons on, these points,

nseful.

17. In connection with this unportant
plans of 2nd, 3rd, and 4th class Téluq Cutc

I have not seen.)".

1 obsorve that the accommo

soners is quite insufficient to meet oven present requuemen

randam exhibits the exact measurements. The resul
spaco is afforded to cach prisoner, ¢. ¢., 36 square fect superficial area,
y LocL -up can contain four men and two women

feet, the 2nd class Télugq Cutcherr
2} men and one 1

d one woman ; "and the 4th class,

only ; the 3rd class throe men an

woman.

18. It may be ro
modation is required for
average maximum numb
in each Télug Cutcherry

as to the proper gize of

determined.

ubhly stated that

.19. It is evident, however,

re-consideration.

- P.&. ——Smce signing the foreg

nd stone, or

t.hat the standard pla.ns now prescnbed reqmrer

e

bars, and to o
ight, and to bar these. :
where houses are not procurable, should f
imber as much as possﬂ)le S :
d matting cannot be procured the best means of
brick and mud,-should be detailed.

Works Department, who has been accustomed to hut .
or who has hutted large bodies of coolies on public -
which Would be very

dorma' avmlable such na’ave housos and- C'houl-

§

16. 1 would also sugcrest that bnef mstructlons should accompany the

All that will be generally neces- -

pon ventilating-windows in end

subject, I have examined the standard -
herries. (The lst class standard pla.n

>dation pronded for persons “ander trial and pri-
ts. The annexed Memo-
t shows that if the minimum
and 648 cublc :

‘plan of a first Class Cutcherry (as prepared by the Department Public Works), and
1 £nd the following to be the dimensions and capacity of the Lock -ups i— .
| i‘;i‘f Cabio | 50 8 No.at|
‘Length. Breadth. Height| goial leontents. 36fscpzulr\°:0ct .@?_ezté.blc Bemarks.
N - . .— < -
v ‘ 10 | 12 300 | 3,600 g 5 |* Nearly.
%Ieﬂfal‘?di.d - :13?_, 10 12 | 120 | 1,40 3 2 o

In - another
Inspector Gener

a1 of Mofussil Police,
cions arc proposcd for the same purpose,

s gtandard - plan approved by .
" dated 20th

in almoet all these Ttiluq Lock-ups, accom-
from ﬁﬁeen to twenty men, and three or four women. The
er of persons under trial and imprisoned for short periods -
Lock-up must, ‘however, be ascertained beforeany decision .
the' Lock- up to be atta.ched to each Cutchorry can be J

oing letter, I have been able to obtam the standard

. L t -
the Board of Revenue. and the .

June 1804, the following dimen- |
and are much ‘lees deficient than those‘:,
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k. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
; S 3rd December 1866. :
, / o noted above ; but I am not aware that any Cutcherries have been yet chstruc;,eJd
= on this design:— ' o R
‘;,v:;: o S | . :th:_l_ :vCubic No. at | No. at
. Length.Breadth.|Height. pe 136 square/G648 cubiciRemarks.
, ficial | contents. ‘
£ : : ares. ‘ foet. feet.
e Female Prisoners (shorﬂ . b : | '
a pentence) - .. ... | 14 12 12 168 | 2,016 *5 - -3 (*Nearly.
Soli ecell ... 14 . G 12 844 1,008 |- 2 *2
/ Male Prisoners (shor | - ‘ ‘
L sentence) ... ves 17 14 | 12 | 238 2,856 oy 41
P Females under inquiry. | 14 12 1 12 168 | 2,016 *5 -8
o Males do, e 22 v 14 12 308 | 3,698 "9 *6
i ~ APPENDIX.

Memorandum on the capacity of prisons for Males and Females in Tdluq Cutcherries, according

to Standard Plans, and the numbers of persons who may be confined therein, with the - usual

amount of superficial area and cubio space for Native Jails.

1 No. tobe
accommo- No. do.
‘ N ;t[l‘;et:l_ Total | dated at | do. at

Length.| Breadth. Height. "z . 17| cubic {36 square 648 cubic
a { | area, | FPucCe.| feet, " feet of
B IR S Washdetl ox Eﬁtlpii;- . alr.
cial.

4th Class Cutcherry EMuIe Wardg. 20 8 | 10 | 160 | 1,600 TP 1t
as » . (Female do.). 8 8 10 |7 64| 640 .2 1
3rd ,, * (Male do.).| 22 0 10 198 | 1,080 53 .3
0 as ’s (Female do.). ] .9 10 81| 810 " 1
2nd ,, o (Male do.;. 24 10 12 240 | 2,850 .7 4
”» T T ”» '(Fema]e dO. . 10 } 10 N 12 100 1,200 ’3 i2

" Rnuess.—If both requirements are to be fulfilled, the smaller number ahown in last two columna

: must be selected as the regulation number.
‘ ' * Nearly. ' :
(Signed) M. B. MONTGOMERY, x. p.,
Secretary to Sanitary Commissioner.

» .Bm.mnr, :
21#h Ogtobcr 1866. 7

1. - The Governor in Council resolves to circulate the foi‘egoing letter to all
Magistrates, and to inform them that, where houses are not available, they should
under G. O., 20th March last, No. 470, Lut out the prisoners, and make the bes;.
arrangements in their powyer for the relief of over-crowded Jails. The Officers
of the Public Works Department will be best able to furnish them with plans of
huts, and to suggest the most suitable method of iniproving exisﬁng buildings

R. Paragraphs 17 to 19 of Mr. Ellis’ letter will be communicated to

~ the Board of Revenue, who now have the fitness of the standard ‘plans of Tdluq

-

Cutcherries under their consideration.
3. Colonel Wilson will be requeéted to inform the Governme

; _ i : roment h
reports he has received from Magistrates under paragraph 12 of G, 0, 29::1&212{
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- Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,

3rd December 1866, S

—

last. The subject 6f providing sufficient and\suitable Subsidiary Jail accommoda-.
and the Government are desirous to be placed.

tion is one of pressing imPOﬁﬂﬂCE'a : , -
' t, and to apply to the Supremo’

 Government for tho

in a position to take immediate action on i n
( funds necessary to remedy the evils which undoubtedly exist

 at present. e
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~ (Signed) A. J.° ARBUTHNOT;
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