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Procec’dmgs qf the Maclraq Government ﬂdzczal Department
A 20t7z Nawmber 1866. L S
No/ 193 Read the followmrr lotter from the Commlssmner of. Pohce, to ‘the ™
Secre’cary to Gorernment Fort Samt George dated ’\Iadras, 20th Novem-

T 18C6 NO. 11”. PR
Wlth reference. to G. .0, No. 1892 of the 17 th mstant I havc the honor to
ting, I

L inform you that a most unfortunate senes of mlstakes has oceurred origina
regret to say, with myself R T Co

R, ' Previous to forwardmg the letter and Cert1ﬁcate regark]ing the prisoner
;Sooben, "which a.ccompftmed my - Ietter No. 115, of the 16th instant, the Medical
fOPﬁcer in charge of the Penitentiary wrote mea private note, asking -the proper
~course to pursue, ‘from the tenor of which I fully believed that he was referring to
~_the prisoner already. recommended for transfer .to Madura, and that the difficulty -
- in'his mind was how to dct after h'wmn' once recommended transfer. I have not
‘preserved the note.  Bimilarity of name and circumstance may have tended to con-"
gﬁrm the 1mpressmn, and 1 should not have expected any such apphcatxon under

ordmary circumstances, ‘since. tho Medical Officer had previous experience of the
ual cases during the past year. The
mmended for trans.

proper course to pursue from one- or two act
- original documents regardmg the prlsoner Sooboo Butten, reco
fer to Madura, were not in my possesion, hfwmg been forwarded to Governmenr

thh my lotter, No. 112, of the 1st instant. . ’ con :
301 wrote, to Dr. Harris to send in the usual fetter of recommendatmn and -
Certlﬁcate, and on, recelvmg them, I forwarded them at once to Government with-
; { _ my]! letter, No. 115 of the 16th instant, in which, Wlthout comparing names, I refer-
" red to my previous letter of the lst mstant behev mo' ‘the two recommendatrons to -

S

P

A

apply to one and the same person.’ , : : % o
- 4..” This, of course, ‘misled the Government and u‘wfortuna.telv the name Soo-

boo Butten, entered in their Order, was ‘taken from the Certlﬁca.tc recommendmg
transfer, and not from that recommending release. But onthe Govcrnmen+ Order
~being presented to Mr. Owen, the Superintendent of the Penitentiary, he ought of °
course, from his knowledge of facts, to have at once ‘detected some mistake. - The
“Medical Ot‘nce; s letters and certificates were sent independently of Mr. Owen, but -
. gtill he admits” that he did know the fact of one pr1soner havmfr been recommend-

*’: ed for transfer and another for release. . . :
.5, . Mr.Owen felt so much doubt thathe took J;he Government Order over to
" the house of Mr, Tyrrell, the Apothecary of the Pemtentrary A perusal of para-
graph 3 should have convineed the Apothecary that there was a mistake, since he
Coowell kneW that the Medical Officer had forwarded no su cert1ﬁcate as that allud-
Ced to, with regard to Sooboo Butten.- But with inconcejvable stupidity he rcplied
: that, since the nams was so clear, it was doubtless all right. - e can now. offer no

mtelhmble explanatron of having taken th1s wew.u thls tho bupermtendont

B

- 6.+ Mr. Owen, the Supermtendent is an oxpgrienced. and 1ntelhgent man,’

S ordxmnly most exact m every. detail, most careful of to act without full authors.
= ity, and ‘never known to make a mistake reoardmg/hs prisoners. Ilow, fecling’
15 doubt as he must have done, he came to release the prisoncr Sooboo Butten without
-q/ makmv arcference to me, is quite’ mexphcabl‘e. It is totally 1ncon51stent Wlth thg -

character and habxts of the man, - cC
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