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| R Prccef dwm of th Madras Gov erumient, J udzczal I)epm' lment,
S ) 31‘(1 l\ovembm' 1866 -

o . . i

el _,V\NV\,-M'V e

. 2307 3:5 ncud t}m followi mg lcftcr from the Magist w-te of the Iustna District, to -
'ti'c cretar} to Govcrnment Fi Fort um‘c Georgc, dated Masuhpa’ca_m,‘

0th Octoher 1866, No. 336.
‘ W nh reference to, the Order of Govcrument of the 10 h 1n<’cant, No. 1584, 1
< have the honor to forward Lerewith, copy of a rcport just received from the Acting
Joint Ahnxeiretv of this sttnct re‘rardmn' the grain not occurred in Vattapallem.

ir . ! ~ ;x»
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From tke Acting Joint Ma,,btrate Iuetua Dx:tncu, to the Mavxstrate, chtna, Dxetrxct dated
e Gu’fxtuor :13th October 1866, No. 69.
T have the honor, in reply to’ your. demi-oficial of the 4th current, which reached me only
‘ V‘,tcrcxa‘ , to subzit the report requested on the late distarbance in the Town of Vattapallem.
2. Latc on the afterncen of the 14th, I learned, by special messenger from Dapatla, that the
Coma‘ze;’ shops. and godowns of Vattapallem had, on'the 13th, becn looted by a large mob of tho .
habitants, T immediately eommumcatcd with the Acsutant Superintendent of Police, with whom -
I arranged to ride down next morning. TkLe distance is 46 mlles -and we could, with the short
notice, only manage the first 31 to Bapatla on the 15th’; on the morning of the 16th we arrived at
.- Vattapallem, tofind 72 persons in the eustody of the Police, who, under the dxrccnon of Mr. Incpector
Sharkey, were busily engaged in inquiring into the matter. I resolved to take up the case myself;
-and the result of my inquiry was that 70 of the persone arrested by the Police Werc coramitted to
" the Court of Session, before which they are to be tried on the .22nd instant, and two were dis-
ehfn',:,od The charges agamst them were house-breakmg, under Sectmn 454, and dacoxty under
. qeetxons 395 and 397, Indxan Penal Code. - : o
“* 8. 'From my inquiries, 1 learned that for about three bours say from 104 11, to 1: 2. . of . o
the 13th, a mob of Jandras, Sahs and other Weaver castes, who form the chlef part of the pOpu- e T
Jation of this part of the country, estimated variously from 2, to 10,000 surged along from bazaar, ~ B
- o bazaar, rifling of their contents every Comaty s shop and godown that they could get into. -Their

catrance they eﬁ'ected exther by vxolence or by threatening the ownersif they did not open. . Tho
- - course of the rioters: was from Va ttapallem* to

- .XJJmmn" suburbs of the. nmted Pohce Town Of Vatta hayanapxlly and thence to Anoomlllypettah’
pnllem. - - . )
R © 7 - In the first, 11 shoos a..‘d 2 godowns ; in the

s“"ond 10 shops and one godown and in the 3rd one shop, were thus pxllaf'ed The object of the
looters was grain. Allegations of the theft of other articles have indeed been made, and doubdc«s
nuch else may have been stolen.- “These, charges have, - - however, received but scant conﬁrmr.txon :
frow the subsequent i mqumee of the Police. The value put upon all the prope rty returned as Ios .
is betwceu 3 and 4000 Rupees.‘ The Police (there were "at. ﬁrst but two and finally only sn) -
13, of course, powerless to stop the rxof; but ’chey had the good sense to note down, then or imme- -- * -

Wore,

diately after, while the occurrences were fresh m thelr memory, the names of thosc they anw and
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4. I have been favored Wlth the pcrusa.l of a special report male by the Assxst:mt Super—

intendent of Police on this matter. In his report of the cause, Mr. Briggshas, by his mformatxon )
_been'led into an error. The day of this riot is stated to have been that of a great annual festival, ; .

a"xd the desire for gram for uso in tlns feast is put-down as the primary causc of the outburst. - I
< This is mcorrcct ; the feast was.on ‘the 1”th the outbreak on the 13th.’ The news  of the grain
nots in 1S[:a.dras had, I was mformed ‘been commumcated to the town by.the Comatics themselves.
.These persons, by. thexr own selfish conduct, doubtless had brought the evil upon themselycs. They'

.. closed thexr - shops for three -or four days before refusxn" to sell at any price, and therc c*unc the
storm. . The high price to whxch gram had riscr, :md the news from Madras may ‘have had con-
sxderablc effect i in ‘exciting the populace bu!; the refusal to sell doubtless put the last _spoke in ‘the

whecl Huge quantltxes of grain were taken but little has been ‘recovercd. The Coondaroo, then' - .
running in food to the sea xs sa.ld to have recelvetl tho great bulk of it ; xf th1s is 80, the mob Who v ’ ‘1
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