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C o I | R L Praceedmrra qf the ]iIadra.r Government Judzczal Department
B et . ‘ - L T e . 1st'November 186b .- .
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RS No: 5 ' Read tho followmrr letter from Lieutenant Colonel W. J.. WILSO\T
A f Inspector General of Jails, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort. ™

"~ Saint George; dated Ootacamund 12th October 1866, No. 82. .- »
: I have the hcnor to report that I wsxted the site chosen for the new Dls{:rxct e
Cmol o R P ST T w o, MJNISGG o 1996 . Jail at Madura on'the 30th ultimo, and -
ST e - e T . found that considerable - progress, had
bcen made in carrymfr out the Order of Government noted in the margin.
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i
e had been necarly completed also “two. cook rooms, a provision - room, and a guard -
~ ‘room for the Police. These were all covered in ~at the time of my visit, but.
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. Z 7 "the walls were not’ quxte dry The walls are ‘of mud, and the roofs of bamboo -
Feoe, and palmjra leaves. . The - Alooring  is’ ‘raised oone " foot, ‘and well” rammed.

: vThc dimensions are " the followmg :—One shed 200 by 15 ‘by (113 feet, ngmg;,.
0 < 8000 superﬁcml and 35,250 cubical feet. The other two sheds measure 117
S by 15 by 113 cach, giving 1755 superﬁcml and . 20,621 ‘cubical ‘feet.” The

first shcd‘mll thus accommodate 70 men, at 42 feét of superﬁcml area, and 503 feet

" “of ¢ubical space to each. The other two will hold 41 men each at the same rate:
- " I inay here mention that, ina conversa’uon which I had at ’I‘nchmopoly with the
'Honorable Mr. Ellis, regardmrr ‘the amount of cubical space’ which 'was requisiteiin:

. sheds df this kind, he informed me that, prowded the regulated allowanee of 36 fect of
“superficial area was not diminished, he was of opinion that 420 feet of cubical space
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+ ; - . would be suﬂiclent There aro three doors in the long shed, "and one incach of the .
; : - others. Besxdes these, there area number of small round windows at regular inter-
: ] L " va's (93 in all) which can be enlarged, and the Superintendent of the Jail, who isa .
' ~ i, - "Medical Officer; has bech: requested to cause this to be done if found ady 1<able ; but
T . / ~ “the ventilation appeared to me to be ample, and the Superintendent was of the same o
) b ‘7 “opinion. The only alteration which scemed called for was the substitution of tiles ..
) N S ‘ for thatch in the cook-rooms; and Mr. Colquhoun the Range Officer;has pronnsed to.
‘ 5 4. .. soe to this. . A body of 138 Conucts from the District Jailis already at work on -
S | the site, and Mr, Colquhoun informed me that he did not think he could employ more
- 47 than 150 proﬁtably at present. - I have requested the Superintendent of the Jail to -
,) locate the men §n the sheds as soon as they are thoroughly dry, and I pxopose to -
: - *bring a draft from Tinnevelly or Trichinopoly, accordmrr to circumstances, to occupy :
, “p such Yvacant sccommodation as may be left in the Dlstnct Jail at Madura.
f/ ‘ 8., The accommodation still remaining to be - provided is a hut for a Dresser, ‘
w / L One for the Deputy Jarler of the District Jail, whom I propose “should be in imme-
g0 o drate charge of the gang, and one for three Warders on duty at mrrht ’ \
ke Lo 4 4, The only other points which éccur to me at present arc the following :—
; S S " - =L The ground belonging to the site extends no further than 30 feet beyond
A thc enclosuw‘ wall. T think it would be advisable to have'30 feet more, making -
) S AN 60 fect clear outside, which will not be too much. The soil is good ; and a single .
) ‘ '/ " . or perhaps a double row of menrro, tamarind, or. othcx trees mmht be. planted all
‘ Ros o rouud w1th advantage.. o .
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A range, consisting of three sheds, sufficient to house a party of 152 Convicts, * =

reqmred something further to be done to render “the thatch water-tight, and
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Procccdmns th e Madras Gorcr:mcnt Judicial Deparirzem’
lai ‘vu‘ xbcr 1866 '

B

II. In parag 'rr.wh 15 of the Government Oxder quotcd above, it was sugmested

that a privy, with a lean-to roof, ‘might Le built against tho inner side of . thg
enclosure wall—and when at Madura 1 W“S showna phn cont rining this alteration—

but, as th top of the ventilator’ comes within 6 fect of - the coping of tho wall, it |
mizht be made use of asa mouns of ~escape. If possible, I think the ercction of |

» any building against the outer wall of -a prison should be avoxded S
5. Tascertained from the Deputy Inspector General of Police that he is pre-
pared to furnish the Guard wheover itis called for. I have accordmrrly instructed

‘thn Superintendent of the Jail to make the ncces:,ary requisition whenever hc i3, |

‘ prepared ’co move out the gang. - "

-

- ;;o b‘ o OPDER anm:ow 1st Novembe*1866 No. 1797,

i
* The Governor in' Council is glad to learn that satxschtoxy progress has been‘ y
made in housing the prisoners who are to be employed in bmldmg thc new, *stncf:;

- Jail at Madura. - -

- 2. The Government approvo of Colonel Wﬂson s pxopoqal to add 30 feef'.‘
~tothe site, and to plant the space outside the outer wall with mango or other pro-(
ductive fruit trees, They concur with the Inspeetor General as to the mexpedlency

" of evccting  buildings agninst the.outer wall of - the Jail. The nece\sary orders
Con this pomt wﬂl bo1.~,suec1 in the Public Works Department.
“ (True Extract)
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T Sccrcz‘ar _,' to Govcmmmt., ,

: To the Inmoctor General of Jzuls.; - U
‘Public V'ost Dep'utment S
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