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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
17tk October 1866. i R

i ®

Read the following. letter from His Excellency the Governor of the
French Settlements in India, to ‘His Excellency the Right Honorable the
Governor of the Presidency of Fort Saint George ; dated Pondwhorry 3rd

) October 1866, No. 17,
e " TRANSLATION.

. Ibeg that your Excellency will permit me to relate briefly a disagrecable
incident, which occurred a few days ago at the British Fronticr of Mortandy, near
Pondlcherr} :

2. An employd of the Commission of Marine, Mr. Lefaucheur, received orders
to -transfor -his services to Mahé, and he procecded thither. with his family, his

No. 196,

effects, and some provisions for the long journey. He had taken carc to provide

himself at. Pondxcherry with a #hrough-passport, which was granted, according to
the practice, by the Chicf of the Revenue Department, and which dcscubcd his
rank, the object of his journcy, and the nature of his baggage. This passport bore
No. 2358. It had, thercfore, been preceded by 2352 others since the 1st Janu:
ary last, and there had becn gr'inted 118 others up to that day, without any objection
being raiscd in regard to them. It was in 1852 that the British Government ac-
qulesced in this useful method of avoiding the vexations of the Custom-house
searches, which are always effected by unrefined and venal agents It was, above

- all, necessary in the case of travellers who are accompanied by their baggage. The -

~ journeys by land impossible to the Officers of my Government,

through-passport system for journeys and conveyances from the French Settlements.

‘across British Territory was actually in force up to the time of the mstance of

Lefaucheur. Well, this time, the Mortandy people said that the throuoh ‘passport
had no value in thexr eyes, and unpacked and tumbled about all Mr. Lefaucheur’s
packages, from eleven o’clock at night to three in the morning, and refused to let him
return to Pondmherry and fetch his mother, a very respectable old Iady, w hom theseM .
vexations have thrown into a state of serious illness. . B
3. Such is the case, Monsicur le Gouverneur. I had at once given notice to
the Collector of South Arcot scndmg him papers in proof, and this high functionary,
al though in a state of convalesccnce, had the cxtreme goodness to come himself to

make inquiry at Pondicherry, to verify the charges and discover the gullty

-4, But it appears that the customs dutxes at Mortandy are Jperformedf at pres;. !

sent by the Agents of the Departm:~t which is under the orders of the Collector, and’
by those of the Police, who are amenable only to their specml Officers, and this
appears to have complicated the matter. There is cause to fear then, that, despite
the excellent intentions of the Collector, and despite the well known tendencies of
the exalted spirit of your Excellency, the Lefaucheur family may not be able to.
obtain reparation fre= the low agents who have molested them, and that, for the-
future, we may see similar vexations re-cnacted at any moment, which may render -
It is this which hag
induced me to write to your Excellency, desp1te the repugnance I feel to enter into
such details. I confine myself, besides, to awaken your attention to the fact, without
adding commentary or conclusio~ persuaded as Iam that your Excellency will find
the way to put a stop to S1m11ar excesses, which “have ceased to be tolerated in the
present times. - ‘ .
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Proceedmgs o_f the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
| 17t7z Oclober 1866, ,

| 5. Whatever may be your decision, I shall contmue to causc the French Cus- .

tom Houscs on our frontiers, to give all cons1d0rat10n and cvery facility to British
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