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- Proceedings of the gfldras G_’ove_‘rnme}zt; Judicial Depqrtment,
" Yul9th October 1866, - - . |
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No.175.  Read the fouok‘ing letter from the InspeqtorGeheral of Police:-to the .
ament, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 28th Septem--

~ Secretary to Govey
ber 1866, No. 1594

Genoml.DoP“fme'“- o . L '
" With reference to Gov roment Order noted marginally, I have the honor to

No. 1621, dated 25th Septembhg 1966,

o o '. | _closu;-e, viz., an extract from the diary

of tho Deputy Inspector Gen\ral of Police, of the 17th June, on first becoming
aware of the case, and his (thg®Magistrate’s) reply, dated 21st instant,

2, The case came to {He knowledge of the Deputy Inspector General of the

Range, in the absence of the Superintendent. He had the offenders prosecuted, and

the case has been prosecuted to final conviction of the Station-house Officer. He
has been sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment. I have since suspended the

Inspector, and will deal with, all connected with this matter, 5o soon as I receive :

final report, - -

3. The moment I lears? fhaf the Court had dispéscd of the césé, I called fér

full inquiry and report by @epqty Ihépector. General and .S“Perinte_’ldeﬂt. The
latter writes that the necessity of a reference to an Inspector, now absent in Tinne. -

velly, has prevented him /ﬁ-om submitting his full report up to this time, - Two
orders have been sent to Dyputy Inspector General, to institute thorough inquiry;
and I hope to lay a full rophrt before Government shortly,” . .. . Lo
4. I also addressed 't}'{_e Magistx_'atg"on the conduct of the Sub-Magistrate. On
the ground of gencral good ‘character, he has been merely reprimanded in a cage
where he has dcliberatcly acted most illegally, and in a way which led directly to
the event which has occurred. : S o

" 5. I venture to differ with the Magistrate in respeet to his lenient diépdsal of

this very serious 'éagp._, Sub-Magistrates have been frequently urged not to grant to
Police Officers futile remands of prisoncrs against' whom no evidence has been
obtained—still less to remand persons arrested without warrant by the Police to
further custody, without having the prisoner actually produced before them by the
Police, and without sifting the evidence on which the arrest has taken place. They
all know that remands should not be granted, unless they (the Magistrates
pect of obtaining further evidence for which the remand is rolicited.
"6, - In this case, the person was arrested without warrant, and, there is reason
to believe, without any sufficient evidence. He was not even produced before the
Sub-Magistrate as required by Law ; but that oﬁi_pial,'riotwithstanding, granted, on g

- mere report, a remand to retain the prisoner in custody of the Police, and deliberately
" renewed this remand eight timies, without ever once sceing the prisoner, or ever
ascertaining that ho was in Trichinopoly. When the Sub-Magistrate last renewed -
the remand, tho prisoner was at Copoo, out of his jurisdiction, and 8 wiles distant j— -

he had been there for ngarly 8 week. Tlie Sub-Magistrate remanded the prisoner
to custody in the Police-station lock-up at Dark’s bridge, when he must have known

that the prisoner should have been confined in the lock-up attached to his own -

Court, where he would have been quite safe, and from which he could not be removed '
without the express sanction of thg LQIagistraté'.._ ._ S o

F+ .  submita copyofa letter addressed to the
Magistrate of Trichinopoly with its en:-
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‘amongst Sub-Magistrates. They will not take the tr

| that, if the Maglstrates W111 only strictly follow the
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Jf

icial Depariment,
'15¢h October 186 '

7. The u're-rulantres here broucrht to nohce al by no means uncommon

ble of proceeding legally,
fail to check the Pohce, and set an example of looso prag;.. “hl ch is only too readﬂy

~ followed. -
8. I, thercfore, earnestly trust that the Governm ¢ will insist on such notice
being taken of this case as shall, when published to all 3

agistrates, check this illegal
is scarcely too much {o say

procedure on the part of Subordinate Magistrates,

the Police '

_ . an rarely occur after tho caso
4 Wit.hm 24 honrs; has been y

.J.ced' in the hands of the Mao-

istrates. Ay the case under considers

, misconduct on tho part of

hon, the conduct of the Sub—Marnstra.te, as the Magista4o himself admits, afforded |

‘every facility, if not encouragement, for the mlsconduct of the Police.

9. Incedscarcely add that I do not seek to 8,r0en the misconduct of the
’Police by throwing blame on the Matnstracy ;1 merely’

claim that aid at their hands,
in controllmfr the Pohce, whxch the Law provides. ; _ R
—_— v ’* o

" From the Inspector General of Pohce to the Maglstrate of T‘xchmopoly dated Madras 19tb
L. ' ] »

. September 1866, No. 1571. -

T have the honor to draw your attention to the recent tria’ fo torture at Copoo.

2. It appears that the Sub-Magistrate granted, at the requilition of the Police, a remand '
warrant for the prisoner to be kept at the Dark’s Bridge Pohce-st%] instcad of the Jock-up of -

the Magistrate's office—in itself un irregular procecding. Ile thefrfewed the romand cight times,
without ever seeing the prisoner. (At the time of the last renew:l, the prisoner was at Copoo s
Police-station 8 miles distant, whither he had been removed for convenience of torture, and locked

up some eight or ten days). As the case wag, there was no evxdence sufficient to justify tho arrest of -

the prisoner even.

3. ' T earnestly hope that you will take scrious notice - of these things. A most crucl case of '

" torture has been committed, and itis not too much to say that the Sub- Mamstratc 8 conduct gavo

every facility, if not encouragement, for the misconduct of the Police.

4. I have suspended the Inspector, and called on the Superintendent for a full report of

how all this occurred, w1thout his checking the irregularities leadm« dxrectly to thls 1ssue
5. Isend youa copy only of Major IIeam 8 notes on the caso

.«

Extrartf)om the dzarJ of the Dcput_/ Impcctor General of. I’olwc Southcrn Rangc
: . Tu esday, June 17th.

: “Thls morning Inspector Simpson camet,omy quarters with a man who, the Inspector

reported, had been tortured by the 1lead Constable of ** Copoo” Station. The man bore the marks °

of having been tied up and suspended by the arms.- I.took the man to the IIend Assxstant \Iagxs-

" trate, and then sent him to the Medical Officer. |
From mqmry » T loarnt the following —About six weeks ago 3 hcavy house-brcal\mg was com--

“mitted in Warriore. Twenty- -cight day Ja ago

Warriore is part of mcmmpoxy_ Both under Town Sab. the above mentioned was arrested on suspicion.
. Magi

Dark’s Bridge . do agistrate. . Inspector Narryensamy employed Ilecad Con-

Copoo is 8 miles from Trichmopoly. wader another Magis®
trate and Luspector. )

the Sub- Maglstra.te gave a remand for the prisoner to be kept in Dark's Bridge Stalion. This

remand has been renewed some cight times, although no inquiry has been mado ; the Sub-Magis- . )

stable Vytelingam, of ‘‘ Copoo' Station, to detect .:
the case. Oun the requisition of the Inepector,

Y —

trate has not even seen the prisoner. Nochargo bas been laid ; mo charge shect scnt in ; no .

evldcncc has been produwd to vana.nt the Sub-Magxstra.to in gra.ntmg a rcmand.
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Proceedings of the ]l[adrc" G overnment, Judzczal Deparlment
S | g th October 1866. -

On the 10th instant, when tk prisoner has been 19 days in confinement in Dark’s Bridge
Station, he is taken off to * Copoo’’ Station,. a.rxd there it was, on the night of the 10th, that ho was l
tortured to confess. ] o S ’ . _ RN

He statcs he was suspended by §18 8718 to a beam (the marks now - plainly visible, the skin -
being still broken, bears out his sta ;ment) and ch1111es burnt under lus nose a.nd eyes until he
became insensible. '

In my opini on, the Pollee Shoul ~not have ma,de the a.rrest untxl they had evxdence to prove tho '
[

case.
: " The Sub- ’\Iaglstrate should not I\ @ KWeﬂ a remand thhout some evxdence agamst the prisoner.,
The Sub-Magistrate should not ha® grarxted the remands without seeing the prisoner.
The prisoner should have bee ept in the Taluq Cutcherry lock-up, and not have been
remanded by the Sub-Magistrate (a the reqnest of the Police) to the lock-up at Dark's Bri dge.
No one, unless he had a Magist L, te’s order, could take a prisoner out of a station on any account.
The prisoner Wasnot only takeh out of the Station without the Magistrate’s permission, but he
was taken to a distant out-of-the-wiy Station, aad kept there 10 days—kept there untxl the Divi-
sion Ingpector visited the Station, ejd by chance found him there.' -
The arrest w0l reported in Occjyrence Sheet instead of Charge Sheet. Bvery time an extension

of the remand wqg asked for, it was lone by Occurrence Sheet being sent ; no personalapphca- _
he prisper once before the Sub-Magistrate.

as made, nor was ¢
tion w Irk's Bndge Sta.tlon mTrxchmopo]y, ‘and the pnsoner at

The, remand warrant was at

C0p9r he last remand g:ven ;as off 184 1Gth. At this time the pnsoner was 8 mnlcs off, locked up in

a Station out of the jurisdictgon f jhe Magistrate.. ,
The Prisoner was arrestec w ( hout 3 warrant and up to tlns tlme no wa.rrant of arrest has been

(True Extract)

~

(Slgned) w. ROBINSON
Inspector General of Poltce.
Frem the Acting 'Mamstrate of Tnchmopoly, to the Inspector General of Pohce, Madras ; dated
Trichinopoly, 21st bcptember 1866, No. 133..
Adverting to your letter, No. 1571, of the 19th 1nstant and its enc]osure I ha.ve the konor
o inform you that, on my recont arrival in this Dlstrlct, my attention having been drawn to the

" case you refer to, I ascertained that my Head Assxsta.nt "Mr. Comyn, after full consideration of all

the circumstances, had disposed of the matter, as it affected the Town Sub-Magistrate, by admmxs-
tering to him a very severe reprimand.

2. The measure of seventy that should be meted out to & Sub-Magistrate, even though, as you
justly remark, his conduct may have given .‘* every facility, if not encouragement, for the mis-
conduct of the Police,"”’ should, in my 0pm1on be regulated by such interpretation as can fairly be
attached to his motives, and, in arriving at a conclusion on this head, due welght should be allowed
to the man’s past general character and conduet.

3. 1 find that this Sub-Magistrate bears an excellent character, a.nd has hitherto given greag
satisfaction to tho Magistrates under whom he has served ; even in the short period I have been
here, during which the state of this town has been such as to dsmand more than ordinary care
and manazement, I have had amplo personal opportunity of percemno that he is peculiarly well

- fitted for the difficult post which he holds.

4 e has committed a grave fault, which has led to a deplorable result and has thereby
rendered himself liable to be severely punished. Had he previously shown himself to be an meﬁi-
cient Sub-Mazistrate, or of indifferent character, he would not have been spared. ‘ g

5. As it is, believing that he was influenced by no bad motive, but was led mto laxity of

procedure from weakness, in according over-credence and compliance to the Police, 1 am of opin-
jon that Mr. Comyn exercised a wise and just discretion in lettmg hun of upon thu\ occasion

- with a reprummd. _ B | . . . \
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lblh October 186

6. 1 may add that the Sub-Maglstrate 8 conduct has W, stranghtforwa.rd throughout the

' iaﬁ‘axr ; that he fully ndmxts, and deeply regrets, bis error ; aly ypay Ibeheve he has Jearnt a lesson
- which he will not fc.xl to profit by

'No. 176. - Oroer 'rnmon, 15th Octobcr 18 3, No. 1625.

The Government will await the full report prot
of Police, which should be submitted as soon as prghiicaple,
: (True Extract) ay.

, Sécretary- to Government.’

L. N s

TN e m e ~ e

.Exd.J. H. Burzs.

liSéd by the Inspéctqr General
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