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Proceedingé of the Madras Government, Judicial“Departmenl,
3rd February 1866.

Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Jails, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Ootacamund,
22nd January 1866, No. 715.+

In reference to the Orders of Government, dated 4th and{9th December 1865,
Nos. 1724 and 1813, I have the honor to state that I have this forenoon spent
some hours in going into matters connected with the Dodabetta Jail, person-
ally communicating with cach of the officers employed under Mr. McIvor, whether
in the Jail or on plantation work on which the convicts have been employed, and
with the several Chinese convicts through their interpreter. I have heard every thing
each convict in the Jail had to say, and I must report my perfect satisfaction with
the order and discipline maintained, and my conviction that, since Mr. McIvor has
had charge, he has shewn himself fully competent to maintain disciplihe, and has
engendered in the convicts a cheerfulness in the performance—not only of their
tasks, but—of labor in excess of their tasks, that is well calculated to disabuse the
men of the feeling of the irksomness of labor.

9. On visiting the Jail, I took the opportunity of satisfying myself as to the

origin of the prisoners spoken of as Ma-
“‘}%sﬁ-',’%?ﬁ?‘iié’gg;_ of Goverment, dated 19th Desember Jays in Captain Hankin’s Report. they

are, as their names shewed, Chinese, not a
Malay being with the gang. The interpreter said they were from Heman, and that
King Boon (Captain Hankin’s interpreter, who was born at Singapore,) probably
could not understand them. Nothing could exceed the cheerfulness of the whole
party, and the readiness with which they answered all my inquiries. The interpre-
ter, who had himself been a vietim in former riots, assured me that there was no
chance of further disturbance. . '

3. Tlooked over the Jailer’s reports and Mr. McIvor’s orders, and it was evi-
dent that, from the moment they knew he had authority, there had not been a single
instance of insubordination, or of even neglect of work.

4. The Sick Register shewed that the prisoners were healthy. Their appear-
ance shewed that they were—one old man excepted—strong and content.

5. I had no complaints worth notice. The Chinese asked for boots, which will
be issued ; one native, that they should not have to go for firewood on Sunday. On
inquiry, I found that they used the wood brought in to provide hot baths, whenco
the necessity for getting in more for cooking.

6. I obtained a return of extra work done, and find it amounts now to about
threc acres a day. Tickets, representing 6 Fie value, are issued to every man. for
every five pits extra, the task being 22 for Natives and 25 for Chinese (a fair estate
task). As the possession of the tickets induced gambling, they are taken from each
prisoner as he returns from Jail, and credit given in the books for the amount.
The total is spent in mutton, beef, poultry, rice, &. In one week, ending the 14th
January 1866, tickets for 2925 extra pits were issued.

7. T must not omit to notice a disturbance which occurred immediately be-
fore it was known that the powers of control were vested in Mr. McIvor. It was
most grossly exaggerated in reports about the station, and I determined to take no
official notice of the matter. ’
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f& ‘The mmhd charged for meat ata lugher rate than was aceeptable to
| them%ae, one of whom attacked him, while another jumped on his back. T he
" man escaped into theJmler s room, | from the door of which the Jtnler,who was armed,
~drove them away. * mChmesebegantobcatﬂmNatweoonthlwho ran away.
lice man ﬂmd——fwttmaiely for himself—without effect. The two Qmmmenwere
~ sentes 'M% terms of i xmpnsonment, and others to stripes. The China lad who began
the fmy axplqmad that he.acted in ignorance of “ the custom of the country,” but
 the other man who attacked the butcher was troublesome. He now conducts him-
self pmperly, devoting his superfluos energy to carning tickets by extra work.

9. T think that the experiment may be fairly rega.rdad as suceessful. Since the
- prisoners have known that punishment will be immediately mrded to the dis-
‘ otderly, there haa not been one occamon to call for it.
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No. 27. Onnm THEREON, 3rd Febmaty 1866, No. 154
~ To be recorded, : '
(True Extrac%),,_ TRl
B A. J. ARBUTHNOT,

0, Becreiary:
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