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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depdrtment, N
" . 41h October 1866. . ‘

. IR
No. 30. V Read the following lctter from the Session J }xdge of Chittoor, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Chittoor,
22nd September 1866, No. 11. " : '

I have the honor to submit, for the favorable consideration of the Right Honor-_
able the Governor in Council, the cases of the prisoners in Calendar Nos. 149 of
186G and 110 of 1863, on the file of this Court, in order that part of the sentences
it was my duty to pass may Le remitted, under Section 54 of the Criminal I’roce-

dure Code.

9. From the accompanying copies of the above Calendars, it will be observed
that they are both cases of infanticide, and the prisoner, in cach case, the mother of
the newly born child; tho only difference being that the prisoner in No. 149 of 1866
Lilled her child with her own hands, whereas the prisoner in No. 110 of 1863 left
her child to die from exposure. N ) |

3. Of the justice of the convictions in the above cases, there can, in my opin- ..
ion, be no reasonable doubt, nor, to my knowledge, has any appcal been made to
the Ilizh Court in either casc; but the sentence, I have by law been compcelled to
pass, is, in my opinion, greatly in excess of that required to meet the ends of justice
in cascs of this nature, with reference to public opinion both in England and in

this country.

' 4. 1 would, therefore, recommend that, in Calendar No. 149 of 1866, the
sentence of transportation for life be commuted to rigorous imprisonment for four
years.

5. fVith referenco to the former case, No. 110 of 1863 my attention has been
especially called to it by a letter from the Superintendent at Port Blair, requesting-
me to inquire if the prisoner’s husband proposo re-joining her, or if he bo willing
e to give her up. 1 should mention that this is the only other similar case disposed
o of by me as Session Judge, and, when putting forward the recommendation for a
commutation of sentence in the later caso, it appears to me only just that I should
bring the former case before Government, at the same time, for their favorable con-
sidcration. ' ‘
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6. The sentence on the prisoner in No. 110 of 1863 was passed on the 13th

- December 1863, and I would suggest, in her case, in consideration of the greater
punishment already undergone by her, that the term of her punishment should
. expire on tho 13th December 1866. This would also obviate tho necessity of bring-
ing her back at once for further imprisonment in the Jail at this station, which
would be cntailed by & more exact assimilation to the reduced scntence recom-
mended for the prisoner in No. 149 of 1866. . :
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7 T purpose taking no action on the letter of the Superintendent of Port
Blair above referred to, until I reccive the orders of Government on the present
reference. ~ .
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-4th October 1866,
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