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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departnzen.t,
. | ath September 1866.

-
1

_ Read the following papers:— _ _
No. 41. From the Assistant Adjutant General, to the Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George; dated Fort Saint George, 21st. August 1866, No. 414,
- With referenco to the Proceedings of Government in the Judicial Dcpartmént
- e . and Order thereon, dated 26th August
+ Sugis a5 ST 1864, N, 1280,% L havo ho bonor, by
Judicial Dopartment. : . .
| . order of the Commander-in-Chief, to for-
ward the cnclosed statement of the coremonics performed on the ocecasion of an
alleged Bhootoo marriage between Private Mootoccurpah, No. 9261 of the 20th
‘Regiment N. I, and Ungamah, and to request you will be good enough to favor
_this Department with the opinion of the Law Officers as to whether the ceremonies
coustitute a legal marrage. '
2. Doth the parties are of the Vellaler caste.

. 20th Regiment Native Infaniry.
 SJATEMENT of the cerémonies performed on the occasion of an alleged Bhootoo marriage be-
tween Private Mootoocurpah, No. 2261, of 20th Regiment N. L, and Ungamah, as given in evidence
bofore a Committee to complete the Marriage Register, assembled at Bellary on 25th July 1866.
At Vellore, in 1860 (month not known), the friends of Private Mootoocurpah, No. 2251, assem-
bled in his house in the Raginiéntal Lines, to witness bis marriage with Ungamabh, who had been
his concubine for about a year. Both parties declared their willingness to be married, and Mootoo-

* curpah, assisted by the wife of Private Soobramoonie, tied the Bhootoo on Ungamah's neck, after

which they all partook of dholl and rice. There was Do Bralimin present, as Mootoocurpab states

. {hat it is not the custom in his village (Cullimaon, near Trichinopoly) to have one on like occasions.

9. Ungamah is of the Vellal caste, and the widow of the late Frivate Shaonputtay Lillay,
of 51st Regiment N. 1. . ’ ’
3. Mootoocurpah is also of the Vellal caste. : '
S * (Signed) G. M. CARTER, President.

( , ') R NELSON, Member.

BeLLany, - R (Signed) -M. CARTER,
25tk July 1866. ' : ~ Commandant, 20tk Begiment N. L.
, Referred to the Government : Solicitor, for the opinion of the Acting Advocate
General. . ' o o
Forr SaiNT GEORGE, (Signed) J. D. SIM, _
o8th August 1866. . . Seccretary to Government.

No. 42. . From the Acting Government Solicitor, Madras, to the Sccrctary to
Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 20th August 1866,

Ne. 509.
{ havo the honor to acknowledge the Order of Government noted in the
Dated 28th A.ngust 1r66, and made. on lottor from the mzn‘gin, with its endosure’ rcqu‘QSting tho
-:l::tn;to Adjgtunt General to Government, of the21st  Acting Advocate General's opiuion as to
- the validity of a Bhootoo marriage be-

ween Mootoocurpab, a Private of the 20th Regiment N. I, and Ungamah.
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I’roceedmrr: of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
4th September 1866. | .
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2. I submxtted the matter for the consideration of the Acting Advocate Gen-
eral ;and

*3. I now forward a copy of his Opinion, and return the order and enclosure
above noted. o ;

COPY—OPINION.

I think the marriage is valid. Sir Thomas :Strange says (1 Stra. II L., 44) *“the essence of

the rite consists in the consent of the parties.” I find that my predecessor, in two opinions upon
this suchct Nos. 109—110, 2nd November 1865, stated that ** the tying of the thalee is regarded

_ as the chief token of marriage among the inferior castes.” Bhootoo and thalce are merely dxﬁ‘crcnt '

_names for the same thmg.

-

(Signod) J. D. MAYNE, .

20th 4ugust 1866. _ : Acting Advocate General.
: | (True Copy). : S
(Signed) H.J. BROCKMAN,
‘ Actmg Governmcent Solr,cztor.
No. 43. " OrDER THEREOW, 4th September 1866, No. 1383.

The foregoing oplmon of tho Advocate Gencral is commumcatcd to the Adju-
tant General, ‘

(True Extract)._

s

Secretary do Governmens,

To the Adjutant Geheral;_

Exd. J 1, Bu.;'ns,' .A
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