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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
3rd September 1864.

- Read the following papers :—
No. 34. From the Coroner of Madras, to the Chicf Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 14th August 18G6, No. 17,

I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Right

Honorable the Governor in Council, that, at an Inquest held before me in the Peni-
tentiary at Percamettoo, within the limits of Madras, on the }Oth instant, touching
tho death of Taker Etum, the Jury, after returning as their verdict ¢ Died from
natural causes, to wit, from Cholera,” made the following observation :—* The Jury
bez the Coroner to bring to the notice of Government that the arrangements for
nizht in the Penitentiary are such as to enable a Prisoner wishing to conceal his
illness to escapo obscrvation for several hours or until morning, when the Cells are
thrown open, thus, in some instances, from delay, rendering the cases almost hope;
less before admission into Hospital.” '

" Referred to the Commissioncr of Police, for report, in communication with the
Medical Officer in charge. S
Forr Saixt Groger, (Signed) J. GROSE,
20tk August 1866. ' ' Acting Under Sccretary.

No. 35. - " From the Commissioner of Police, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 24th August 1866, No. 85.- ‘
I have the honor to return letter, No. 17, of the 14th August, from the Coroner

_of Madras, forwarded to me, for_r_ep_brt ‘regarding the presentment of the Corner’s
Jury, that prisoners attacked with Cholera during the night at the Penitentiary are

able to conceal their illness.. - = = _
2.1 also forward a letter from the Medical Officer of the Penitentiary on this
subject. =~ - S

3. It would seem frbfnh Doctof Harris' letter that the remark of the Coroner’s

Jury was in no way apposite to the casc on which it was founded, since the deceased

had recovered from the attack of Cholera which scized Lim in the Wards, and sonie
days afterwards was seized with & second attack, while still in hospital, from which
hedied. .- - . oo o

4. Still, if a prisoner attacked in the Wards at night chooses to conceal his
illness, there is no doubt that he can do so until day-light next worning; nor do
I sce how this can be prevented, without sacrificing a primary rule of Jail discipline
and safety, viz., that of locking up .prisoners at night. Indeed, under almost any
conditions, a man can conceal the commenccment of the discase during the hours
of darkness if he wishes to do so. ' : ' :

%. It is admitted that existing arrangements provide for the immediate con-
veyanco of patients to Hospital if they ask for relief, and I do not see-how more
can be done. With reference to the 1st clause of paragraph 2 of Doctor Ilarris®
letter, I have introduced the dry carth conscrvancy system into the Wards, and it
must rest with the Convicts themsclves to carry out this arrangement efficiently

and satisfactorily. N
6. T take this opportunity of informing Government that Cholera first

appearcd in {he Penitentiry on the 23rd July, when a European prisoner was
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attacked and died. There has been no other case amongst the Europeans. '
Twenty-six cascs have occurred in all since that date. There have been 14 deaths; ' 3. It may not be.entirely out of place to mer.1tion, in connection with in.qu(.ests on Cholera
8 have recovered; and 4 remain under treatment, : f: tx;nts', tth:.t it som:.tl"flte; ha.tl:pens‘ ,t hat th;,,b;dyt;s d;ta.medlfor Aty :murs v(;lth.m t:: walls O:
7. Ever recaution l]a.s bee . R e Penitentiary, unti 1 as been viewe y the Jury. n one 1nstance, u;'lng . @ presen
latrines Mag’dguo‘all’s d " (tlaken. Co.al. tar has been lavishly used in the epidemic, more than 16 hours elapsed from the death of the patient to the holding of the inquest,
Ward . Nt 1 g : }I:OW er and other fllSlnfectants have been used in the. and I am of opinion that the other inmates of the Jail are exposed to considerable additional risk
i ‘Wards, which have also been thoroughly fumigated with burnt straw. Seven-wells” ( from this cause. . -

..sent to the Coroner’s office forthwith,

water (the best in Madras) has been procured. The short sentenced Magisterial‘

prisoners in Nos. 3, 4, and 5 Wards, in which a large majority of the cascs occurred,

have been moved into tents pitched within the Jail cnclosure. The discase never

* scems to have obtained any actual hold on the Peritentiary, but the cases have

dropped in at intervals. There has be i |

. Is. 8 been no fresh case since the 21st ins

I sincerely trust the disease is now disappearing. - At instant, and
g.

o 8.t ﬂI be;gl to refluest attfalltion to paragraph 3 of Doctor Harris® letter, point-.'
ing out that the bodies of prisoners dead of cholera gre sometimes kept so long as’
D

I6 hours.bcfore the Coroner assembles his Jury,a delay which must be most

dangerous to the inmates of the DPeni..

. tentiary.  According to the English
Law, dating from the remote reign of Edward I, the Coroner mist hold an in:;ucst

on the })odxes of all prisoners dying in prison, “ that it may be known whether
tl.ley died by violence or any other unreasonahle hardship;” but if this provi-
sion of the Law cannot bo sct aside in Clolera cases measur’es ought certainly to
be taken to prevent the possibility of any such undu’e delay. A :eport is alv{ays
and if tly h: ; re i
per.son there competent to act on the report, t}SZ srn{c.ra;i?x\:ir:s;rizggzbti ttl;\cer e rlii:tz
residence of the Coroner’s Interpreter, who takes the ﬁezessﬁry steps to infoxr-)m the

ngi(::ze:hi:r:ld ftot summon thc_J“rY- I have before now urged on the Coroner’s
ctect in the working of his Establishment, but without cffccf.'

From S , x. D, in Medieal Charge .
rom urg;o; ;V II]; IIARRIS, x. p., in Medical Charge, Madras Penitentiary, to the Commissioner
of Police, Madras ; dated Madras, 2:nd August 1866, No. 65 R

With ref . .
the Coroner tzr:zect}?iz:gr Memorandum, No. 267, dated 21st instant, forwarding a lctter from
ecretary to Government, regar ding the night arrangements of the Pri-

Statute 1T of 4 Edward I. >

soners in the Penitenti
‘ cnitentiary, I have the honor to state that the observation of the J ury, after return-

ing their verdict touching the death of T '
aker Etam, i3, in my opinion, quito irre 1
for, as far as the death of this prisoner is concerned ,T T e Choors on

. ;k y i . .2 “
the morning of the 6th August—** Collapse inecomplete e Exam was admitied with O oo

”
8th his dis . e 1le recovered from the attack, and on the
isease was changed to  Dysentery” ; on the evening of the 9th he vomited a worm, snd’

» o ]
fl‘:lls“;:’e :(}11907:%2: :‘:‘;ﬁ:v:(;:f ofa f:resh attack ?f Cholera set in, and he was re-admitled, under
whatever ’t o with g morning. The night arrangements in the cells, therefore, had nothing.
9 “?'t{: with the S"'"‘)n‘! attack of Cholera which caused this prisoner’s death,
fac toi‘y.’, butl 1 d’:iil;dsz: ;l}tl)fvr:llfht "‘"’aﬁg(‘mﬂ}ts,l am of 'opiniqn that they are somewhat unsatis-
custods of the prisoners, wl ey can be well unproyed, thh' due regard to the discipline and safe
all tho cells * and if ¢k , unless great e:\:penac, were mcurtc.d_ in the construction of night privies in
of placing a ;entry o :amhen airl‘e determined, tq'c,oqc_cnl, their illness, Po amount of vimlance, short
any sudden attack ofil ch cell, 'woul.l pr.event it. As 1.ong: a3 the. prisoners are able to make known
doiag 50, 28wl illness during the night, and obtain immediate admission into Iospital by
a 89 e present arrangement, I consider the responsiblity of concealing their illness

rests cntirely wi . ;
ntirely with themselves, and it is quite superfuous to make any material change in the
arrangements. : . °

, .
Lazer, died July 25th, 1-45, p. ».,—inquest not held until following morning.
4. I have already submitted a representation on the subject of inquests on deaths from Cholera
at the Penitentary to the Principal Inspector General, Medical Department. T

" No. 36. O=rper THEREON, 3rd September 1866, No. 1380.

The Governor in Council observes that the existing arrangements in the Pehif_
tentiary provide for the immediate conveyance to Hospital of patients asking for

" relief, and that it is not practicable to do more.

2, The dry earth conservancy system, which is stated to have been introduced
into the Wards of the Penitentiary, should be stringently enforced. ' .
-3, The question raised in the last paragraph of the foregoing letter "has

. already been disposed of in G. O, of this date, No. 1378.

- . (True Extract).

‘o o R : - Secretary lo Government.

To the'Commisgionef of Polico. " } .
,, Coromer of Madras. . . = . . . . o
., Acting Government Solicitor, for the information of the ‘Advocate General.

s

Ezd. J. 11. Burns.
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