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1’}oce?(1ing: of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
215t August 1866. '

Réad the following letter from the Officiating DPrincipal Inspector
General, Medical Department, to the Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort .
Saint Georgo; dated Fort Saint George, 7th August 1866, No. 202. -
It having been reported to mo that fivo cases of Cholern had occurred at the
Penitentiary daring the last two days, accompuniod .by Pr, Cool.x:_r, Officiating
Scerctary, and Dr. Harris, the Medicgl Officer of the P’cnitentiary, I visitcd the Insti--
tution yesterday aftcrneon. S o L 3

9. When within the Jeil enclosure, aud proceeding to the Ifospital, my at- -
tention was attracted by a strong and offensive ammoniacal smcll emanating froman
open drain which commences at the Jailer’s bouse. This dmin, which was offensive’
in its wholo course, runs round tho outer side of the inner wall of the Jail, embrac-
ing u large portion of the Luilding, and then empties itself into the Cooum. |

3. Tho smell from the drain pervaded all the Wards of the Hoepital. The’
upper Ward of the, Hospital is appropriated to the gj(.;k European Prison ers, The
verandah, to the gouth-west, and conscquently .to the windward, of the Wn.rd, 18 “?“d
as a necessary ; the stench from this was considerable. : | :
I visited the Cells occupied Ly the European Prisoners, and found that in

——

No. 217.

Bl

4, . :
the privy for their use, there are no seats, and .the prisoriers are obliged to squat
like Natives. . 7 RN

5. Tho sccond Jailer, who accompanied us, said that, at times, the smell from
tho Cooum was most offensive ; it could not be otherwise, as much of the filth from
between 4 and 500 persons passes into it. The largo Latrine which the Natives use
being frequently flushed, but the whole of the water with which

is kept very clean, : '
this is done passes direct into the river. ‘

6. It isnot only from the Jail drains that the stench éomplm'ned of is g‘éne-"-. 4

,mted, but at littlo more than 80 or 100 yards from the building, and near the

Chintadrepettah Bridge, there is alarge druin which apparently conveys the sewage-
from New Town, and discharges its contents into the river. Jhe last portion o £
this drain is uncovered for some yards. Near to this, there is also a large cess-pool,
the smell of which was overpowered by the stench of the drain. - This cess-pool
appears to be about 15 or 16 feet deep, but for what pifpose it is there T am

7 Ttis evident that from this state of matters the river must bo contaminated
agd injurious, not only to the health of the prisoners, but also to the patients in
the General Iospital and the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. AN

‘8. T am no Engincer, and do not offer an opinion as to the manner in which -

the obnoxious drain is to be got rid of, but I strongly recommend that the dry earth’ —
conservancy system, which is not in use in the Penitentiary, bo introduced into all -
the Latrines. To effect this, a small pandal ?f corrugated iron, OT_BOmething‘ imilar,
must bo carried round the large Latrino—it need not extend more than six or eight
fect from the wall—and the platform arranged according to the present system,

© 0. 1 beg to point out that this filthy staté of the drain near the Hospital was

t to notice in paragraph 20d of aletter from Dr. Harris forwarded to Go-

brough . » ﬁ
vernment with my Memorandum, No. 83, of the 1st March 1866. . The suggestions



Pr'ocgeding:' of the Ma ras Govvernment, Ju
' - 21st August 1866.

Ak A

dicial Department,

f thisletter have been carried out: bhut with reference

partment, Fort Saint Georgo ; dated
Madras, 7th August 1866, No. 66.

.+ At the inspection of the Penitentiary by the Officiating Principal Inspector General last

o _ - evening, in consequence of the recent out-break

. Oubrek of Chalora, of Cholera, attention was directod to the follow-

ing points, which I have now the honor to sub-

‘ﬁfle to you, direct, under the i ions of the Principal Inspector General, for submission

to Government. :
1. Hospital European Pripy.

—This is & small room leading out of the European Ward
on the west side. It is thus

situated op the side of the

small cost by laying a floor down above the stairs,
cannot suggest a better aurrangement, If

. of the proposed latrine,

2 Opendrain at the entrance o/ the Hospital Compound.—Thia is ths greatest nuisance
10 the Jail, and the. defmﬁve.d"iu@ at this point has been brought to notico in the Annual
’Bep?rts of the Medical Officers for the last 5 or ¢ ears, and it was also one of the subjects of a
#pocical communication, ad by me to the Deputy Inspoctor General of llospitals, on the
28th of February last, No. 32, The drain comes out from the Jailer's Quartors at this point.

' 'I"he ?ﬁuﬁl 'from it aften pervads the Hospital compound; and it mugt prove prejudicial to the
 #ick in Hoapital, more 80 when, as at

! prescnt, any epidomio ig prevailing, Morcover this drain
. Pastes arqund throe sides of e Jail, earrying the same offensive odours along its whole course, It
~ hasbeen proposed ¢ co ' i

system of conservaney

Tvaucy.;;l blive attempted to introducs the dry earth system into
o Tmanent expenso, ag yet it has only been partially earried
. 0% Uovernment 1y bo solicited for it throughont the Jail, and for

saaction of any expenso which 1t8 introductjon may involve ; but with ample labor at command,

emoving ‘the pondrette and bringing earth, the Eystem

4 icial Department,
Pr ] the Madras Government, Judicial Dep
Procecdingsf olst August 1866. B
. a ing into it, and at
. are covered dr;}nn leading in . .
" ndghb:urtl:m:; cl'fz'ha:er; out ; but there is also a large drain running
¢ conten

. . it is open for some dm-
T e s e
tance between the end.of complain ed of. ';_‘].10 odour is ::1 tt]):i.f Fﬁtt;;mmf the Peniifﬁn-
is the source of tbe llumncecl to prove prejudicial to the b f any epidemic, I beg the Principal
near it, and as i.t 18 cﬂlc;_‘::; the outbreak and pmw::[:n:y doem necessary. )
tiary, and é:frl:lniitlotﬂko such steps in the matter os
Inspector

. odour in its 1mm
certain tines, I undemund.dth
into the Cooum close by, snd &

No. 1295.
raEREON, 218t August 1866, No. 12 to bo the
ER N <8 .. tentiary seems > ¢
No. 218. Orp the state of things tnside the Peni d this will be carried
Tho only remedy for dryvearth conservancy system, an .

complete introduction of the o Wiu- bo ealod fo tho drsin
t at once. ) f the Municipal Commm. w,m wetor General’s letter.
o8 9, Tho attention © aph 6 of the Principal Inspec 4

Y gr
and cesspool mex.ltloned in para (True Extract).

Secretary to Government.

. » i ent.
incipal Inspector General, Medical Departm
To the gorzmissioner of Police. ,
Sanitary Commissioner. N
Municipal Commisgioners. 5
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1xd. J. H. Burns.
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