ME.O, 1

Yo

D

o, Mot e




oA T
oY
2 ol

) Nl

%

oty L

o H«—M a.."
; Ay it

. \T""'?""f"‘ -

SN -

= W B

f | A— USSR
j ' ‘Proceeding: of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
P . 15tk August 1856, = 1

/ o
r No. 147.  Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Police, to the
ﬁ’ "~ Acting Chief Secrotary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Kota-
b . gherry, 27th July 1866, No. 1221. ' ‘
. T have the honor to submit Captain Drever’s report on the recent outbreak of
a gang of Malabar Convicts near the Central Jailat Coimbatore.
2. Two are still at large. : L
8. The outbreak was a deliberately planned one; the guard was suddenly
overpowered, and 23 men broke awsy. The guards were posted too close to the
. . convicts (the requisite judgment in posting watchmen is frequently wanting
amongst the Deputy Head Constables), a circumstance which made the surprise
complete. B . ' , '
" 4. The men deserving rewards and punishments will be" dealt with depart-
mentally. TR : -

L s acad

Fiom Captain W, S. DREVER, Deputy Inspector General of Police, in charge of Coimbatore, to
. the Inspector General of Police, Kotagherry ; dated Coimbatore, 24th July 1866, No. 76. .

I have now the honor te report the details of the eonvict outbreak which occurred hereon the

aftornoon of Thursday the 19th, the delay in the submiseion of which has been caused by the ex:
tended nature of the inquiry which it was found necessary to make, and the great number of witheaae; :

oo to be examined ; but the Superintendent of the Jail and myself are now both satisfied that we bave
: L o fairly got at the real facts of the case. S '

‘ 9. A batch of 64 convicts were o short time 820 transferred from Calicut to the Central Jail
at Coimbatore, and the recent change of their diet from rios to cholum led to a conspiracy among

o 25 or 30 of them to break away. So secretly was this arranged, that even the Convict Maistries to

o which these men belonged koew pothing of it, although it bad been talked of among those initiated
' A for 10 or 15 days. '

s 3. The leaders appear to have been [1] Koyea@@ (kﬂl’ed). (2] Oota.m, (Hoplu), and [8]

= ' Koda, a Tean, and with them were associated other Moplas, Teans, and Nairs, who eventually took
more or less conspicuous parts. : ' o o
. 4 On the evening of the 18th, it was agreed that the attempt should be made on the day .
following ; one or two, however, showed the white feather, and went into hospital that morning,
and it was from these men that 1 first obtained any information on the subject. :

5. On the 19th, gang No. 2 (of 60 convicts), among whom were at least 25 of the

‘congp' ' s, was gent to 'ork on tho ]‘Oﬁd le&ding into COimh‘t‘om .‘ from Unnoor,

’ nothﬂf;milofromthehilitbelf.. v : RN v ,
. 6. Soearly as 9 o'clock, some of these convicts objected to work ; complained to their

Maistries of getting cholum to est instead of rice; and otherwise showed ill-humour. The Warder, ‘to
whom their conduct was made known, half took down their names, but seems to me to have erred in
judgment in not at once marching the gang back to Jail N BT

7, Shortly before noon, those eoncerned were informed by the r;ng.le.dﬁm that, while at rest
between 12and 1, the attempt was to be made ; they were to rush on the Police watchmen, over-
‘power and dis-arm them, and make oft across oountry towards the neighbouring hills, and finally
try. and reach Cocbin Territory, the signal being two of them tying their cumblies on their heads.

8. At noon the gang was taken to & well, close by the road side, just on the out-skirts of
o Cantonment of Coimbatore. - Here they drank -

e R g e

R " Upilipollicm, one of the hamlets adjscent to th /

and lay down to rest us usual, in & close compack body, under the shade of some trees, five Constables
out of the iz who formed the Police guard with the gang, being posted round them ; of these, three
men were armed with “gwords, two with puskets—the Acting Deputy Constable in charge had -
" Jikewise s sword. : : o . e

.
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9. I'may here observe that had thess men been prop'erly posted, or had they be-em inspected -

RVEEVNN

, 21. Tregret to say that ﬁro are still at large ; they probably concealed themselves somewhere,

“byas cc?mpetent Oﬂi.cer afler they were posted by the Acting Deputy Constable, the issue must have o and wers over-looked in the chase. I would strongly urge a reward of Bupees 100 being offered
;‘bee_x.z different. As 1t was, they were generally much too close to the convicts ; the natural advan- ‘ for each. . - ;
: .tlges of the'poslhon (lﬂ itself an evxcellent OHB)hld not been turned to use, &nd in one, if not mo'ro 1 22. On the outbresk the Convict Maistries, and several of the convicts themselves, materially
- Instances, the watchmen were grossly negligent. A aided in the re-capturs of the first five, and by their good conduct probably prevented others from -
' " 10. After an interval of half an hour the mgna.l was given ; three or four 'oonviots rushed at - going. The Superintendent of the Jail will bring ﬂ.IOil' riow "rmm'eu ?'thm " dmgm
 each man of the guard, over-powered and dis-armed them. One of the muskets was, however, imme- 1 to the notice of the Inspector General of Jails, with & view to on of sentenge, &o. 8-
- diately re-taken by a Constable, and was shortly after used with effect’against them, ; - . ~ viour of two of the Maistries was most highly commendable. f th ‘P lice Officers
LL. My own opinion i that the surpriss was complets, and that but Litle vigorous efforty 23. 1t only remains for me fo bring farorably before you the mame of the Folioe
. were made to defend themselves by any one of the guard, save the Acting Deputy Constable, who most conepicucusly deserving of reward ; Coeoe are Soora Singh
et one of his assailants on both arms, though to litile purpoese, as three men scon had him o;1 the - | ' Hed ’ Nursimooloo
- ground.. ‘ o : . : o » R : s ) ” ”» ’ : dCoopooﬂ"m
. .12, The convicts, of course, used their cumblies as shiel Co e, Abdoola Said, Bamaniah, an ”

\ ! ds, and it may be aswell now to let - | Beserve,
+ the Police know that, ander similar circumstances, thrusts are' muck more effective than cuts with ’ o
- blunt weapona. TR 4 o

~ 13. In this case, aleo, there is no reason whatever, had th
. men (distanﬂy’posted, one with & sword and the other with

. the former raising an alarm, the latter firing ; but it is onl

: and I woﬁld recommend that & doxcexr of Rupees 20 bo gn.nted tod:cth of tt.:; two Hea.d Constables,
‘ ' Rapees 10 to each of the three Constablea, for meritorious con on this occasion.
ko) ov ] proct o watch- - 24. Ishall dopa.:tmentally deal with the other Police Officers concerned in the affair.

8 musket) could not have fallen back,

ey - Y practical experience ‘which will teach - 1 ‘ i :
. Natives, and this is the first lesson the Coiinbatore Police have had 1; ‘ . : ’ Oxpez THEEREON, 15th Angust 1866, No. 1254A.
* the benefit of those who have yet to learn. L ?m..ely noto the“, points for . ) No. 147A. . URDER ’ ‘ ,
" 14 'The guard thus over-powored and dis-armod, 23 S } To be recorded.
B 3 over-powered an arm convicts made off with one musket ! c o
three swords. Two immediately came back on boing called to, and 5 more were re-captured by ext‘li]:' { (Tm Exﬁ'ﬂcf)- AT UTHNOT,

S . _ ; and it seems s eceasary o - N ) ‘ ;

: these men for the attempt at escape. I shall acoordingly lears theirB;u.tfely . " prosecate ' r ‘ | e S
- dent of the Jail, one of them having more especially ‘given us both m |
" © 7 15. The other 12, keeping well together, took off across soun ' \

: ’ . il ‘ : try, pursued by s O -
- siable of the B:eeorve named Soeva Singh and two other Constables of the guard, Thi form:dv:: :

- undress and without arms ; his house was close by, mdBelripgthorowhehad rushed out u'::
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nof; listen, and pelted them with stones when th ¢ PSR
. they could. " S eyapproaohed, continuing to make off ashard as -
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;, The only effect of this was to quicken their m | |
lasbof thom was ro-captured. o0 moro shota had to bo fired ero the -
L M 18 Qne of these (fired by Comtableyk Abdula Saib o | :
©**Mamoo,” a man who had taken s eonspicuous i ' ' .
‘ ’ b part in the outbreak ; and by th ictg j
Oly Cooty and *“ Koya " wers shot through the shoulder and leg, r’aepectlgel eoﬁr :' e Qm“.“' , ’
:._;gvgmly, and the latter very severely, wounded. =~ =~ . ST o Tormer eing,
./ 19. However much this loss of life and blood-ghod is tg
- under the peculiar circumstances of the case, to have bocn avoida
- Mounted Officer headod the pursuit,no doubt it would have bee i '
- Alo . ) pure been less, but it was particq] .
| trfnn.to that Captain Weldon s\hould have left Coimba.tore an hour before the outbl:-::nk I:?zt:::; ‘
Simpson have been mcl':.‘ snd myself in Perundooray, whence T could not return i1} ’Friday at't;.srt :

» of the Reserve) proved fatal to Convict

e regreted, it does not appear, | : L
ble, Had » competent Earopean - ’

- Doon. ¢

©.20. The la.at’of‘;he fugitives werure—captumdfu]l roven oF eiohe oy L
TS . B _ - _ ¥ 8oven or eight milos awa s bat :

.4 they had scattered considerably. Some were pickod up in tho grain and cholum £u] d! A Uﬁll’]ﬁfom this, .

g 0ther Police Oﬂicem who had followed the first named Head Constables, - - 7 Tiiagers n.n.d ‘z

Exd. J. H. Burns.

'
' \ 5




e r:f:w\ "'ﬁ_‘ — .
‘\,,'.\ .




';‘r,::m;'Gr:;;‘»}'ﬂ”’"‘m'w—.. . e

T
{

-
-

- ————

)
'r }\

LLKKJY L YTY

ML,L
474 47*“/‘/ 7 (/

rmulw \ )\n yey I oars e.u ‘Nlj
;.'(. ‘\-Q L,-.(wu&jA Wﬁj

6\\ /Jn Auu) aN\ u)

\_///d//’ﬁ
AT

= emwazmﬂmunmﬁhhmmmﬂw-.-

Wleuns oy aanvrss WP




	Copy_of_Copy_of_Image00024
	Copy_of_Image00025
	Copy_of_Image00026
	Copy_of_Image00027
	Copy_of_Image00028

