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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
10tk June 1865.

Read the following papers -

No. 74. From T. I P. HARRIS, Esq., Session Judge of Trichinopoly ; to the

Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Trichinopoly, 21st February 1865, No. 48.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Govern-.

ment, utider date the 15th instant, forwarding copy of their Proceedings of the 7th
dirccting me to place a number of convicts at the disposal of the Magistrate

idem,
Trichinopoly.

for the purposc of cleaning the town of

9. Tor the information of Government, I beg to state that requisitions for
convict aid for the purpose in question, are invariably made of me every year by
the Magistrate, and are always complied with.

3. I can readily and willingly bear witness to the very great pains and trouble
taken by the Magistracy ever sine
being kept as clean, and the drainage pr.eserve& in as an efficient state, as possible,
and to precautionary steps being taken in general in regard to the maintenance of

the health of the town.

4. At the request of the Magistrate, two gangs of convicts were employed last
year in removing and burying the immensc quantity of prickly-pear bushcs over-
ar he glacis of the Fort, and Lhave little doubt the removal of this obnoxious
mass of runk vegetation eontributed, ¥ emme deoree, towards keeping off any serious
out-break of chclera from the place.

5: If tho Fort diteh were filled up, and the old walls entirely dismantled,,
the measure would e attended with incalculable benefit as regards the sanifary

condition of the Fort and town of Trichinopoly.

From /B. R. McDONELL, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Trichino-
orable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secrctary to Govern-
George, dated Trichinopoly, 13th March 1865, No. 10.
As directed in the Order of Government No. 227, dated the Tth ultimo, I have
the honor to forward the accompinying letter from the Head Assistant Magistrate,
to whose especial care and attontion the superintendence and conservancy of the
town are entrusted, reporting fully on tlie present state of the town, and the mea~
gures taken for the prevention of nuisances, with refercnce to the Order of Govern-

ment, No. 1639, dated the 15th of November last.
9. In addition to the number already sanctioned, I would beg to recommend
the construction of cight more latrines as follows :—
3 more in the town itself.
3 in Yedateruvu and Varaganery..
1 in Beemanaik Polliem; and
1 in Woriore.
3 These thickly populated villages are situa
betwoen it and the Military Cantonment.
4. I would beg to assure the Government that every endeavour will be made
by myself and Mr. Comyn to improve the ganitary state of the town..

No. 73.
poly ; to the Hon

ment, Fort Saint

ted close to the town, and lie

¢ I have been here, in respect to the streets

-
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5. The Sessions Judge placed a party of convicts at ouar disposal, and they
have done much in effecting a cleansing of the more dirty parts of the town.

6. If the Fort ditch be filled in and the dense prickly-pear jungle cleared, and
the proposed latrines constructed, I feel sure that the town of Trichinopoly will be

as healthy, and its air and water as purc as that of any other cqually crowded and
populous town in the south of India.

D

From W. 1. COMYN, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Magistrate, Trichinepely;to . R.
McDONELL, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Trichinopoly, dated 4th Murch 1865,
No. 6.

With reference to the Order of Government, dated 7th February 1865, No. 227, communi.
cated to me on the 13th February, I have the honor to submit a report on the pres.
the town of Tiichinopoly, and at the same time to state what measures have been tuken
the fast year (or the prevention of nuisandes therein.

2. From the Sanitary Report of the Garrison Surgeon for the last quarter of 1964, npon

which, partly, the abovementioned Goverument order wag framed, it appears that the insanitary
state of Trichinopcly is attributed to  a defeciive and msuflicient state of drainage, the existence

“ of excessive vegetation pools of putrescent offensive water, and extensive soiling of the ground
“* surface from refuse and ordure.”

3. With a view to show the present condition of the town (with reference to these partia
culars), I shall take them in the order in which they stand.

4, Drainage.~ There are at present no drains, worthy ot the name, in the town ; the
majority of the streets are absolutely unprovided wiih them, and it is only in some of the
larger and morc important streets that drains, and these open and uncovered, cxist. In the
raiuy season, particularly this want of drainage is felt, but this remark applies to all
of the year, for in the absence of drains, the people are in a measure driven to allow
for houschold purposes, and other offensive matter, to flow from their houses into coo i o s\
This improper practice has been now, to a cetain extent, stopped ; but it is needless to mentjon
that the present defective state of drainage is a subject worthy of sericus considerstion,

5. Facessive Vegetation.—This, 1 imagine, has raference chicfly to the provalence of prickly-
pear, by which obnoxious plant the whole of the ramparts inside the Foit ditch are over-grawn,
This weed grows rapidly, and Las been steadily increasing for several years past. Nothing, how-

ever, can be done to remedy the evil, until adequate funds are provided for the purpose of defac-
ing the Fort walls,

6. In the'Order of Government noted in the margin, the sum of Rupees 27600 was

: ordered to be entered in the Budget for this

purpose, but up to the present time, 1o fuds

having been available, nothing has been done,

inopoly, except ia very small quantities, the
to this obnuxious weed,

12th October 1863, No, 1629,

As prickly-pear exists in no other part of Trich
levelling of the Fort walls will be the death-blow

7. On the west side of the Fort th
extent that it now over-hangs the ramy:
people, thereby causing them great anhoyance, w
greatly increased. I consider (Lis a nuisance th

e prickly-pear has in certain places spread to such an

ncroaches upon & pathway much used by the

hile the chances of death from snzke bites are

at should be removed without fuiiher delay, and
would recommend that un estimate® be 1 rared
for the canction of Government, ree
moval, as a preliminary step to the great woik
of levelling the whole of the Tampar:s.

# Coet probably uuder Rupees 300,
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8. In the Government order” above re-
ferred to, the sum of Rupees 2000 was sanc-
tioned for the removal of prickly.pear outside
the Tort ditch. This work was commenced by Mr. Lemon and carried out by myself'; and I
am happy to be able to report, from personal observation, that the plant when oucebbuned, ha..;
not sprung up again. Parts of the ground thus cleared have become over-grown by castor-oi
plants which, however, have now been removed. ,

*220d October 1563, No. 639

9, ' Pools of putrescent water.— At present there are- no pools of: this nature in the to‘wn,
except in the immediate vicinity of the new line of Railway, now in course of co.nstru.ctmn.
These pools, the Railway authorities will £l up themselves ; those that formerly existed in the
town, have already been filled up. . .

10. Refuse and ordure.—The space occupied by the rampal:ts an.d covered with prickly-
pear, as well as the Fort ditch, are now the daily r.eso.rt.of the .mha.Futants of the towr: for th.e
purposes of natuze. . Fines have been imposed and .mdlwflua,ls imprisoned on t of th.ls
nuisance, buf the evil can never be eﬂ'ec&uully remedied until the people are proviuca wint pgbhc
privies, ' .

11. The streets, owing to the daily employment of bandies for the purpose ofvremovmg heaps
of straw, ashes and other refuse, are now tolerably clean ; but the number of bandies nowfemﬂ;y—
ed is quite inadequate for the efficient removal of Izefuse, not only from the‘ ?;:x:'n, II).ut 'rom tll:
four important suburbs ot Orriore, Varaganery, Edateruvu and Been.naml u»gc': fem ; fasb lnh
three latter euburbslie betweenthe town and the Canto'nment, the sanitary conditon of bo
wust, in a measure, depend upon the thorough cleansing of these suburbs. . '

12, A monthly sam of Rupees 72 was sanctioned for the employngegt of Y\iﬂt‘lfile: f‘o‘;whxcb
sum eight bandies were some months ago procurable ; at the presemfume oil;ve:thatax; f.‘:;;:.
employed owing to the increased cost of straw, &c. 1 would, thiref?re, z;u,:;l;;l o1 that n further
stm of Rupees 43 per mensem be sarctioned for the employment of four a ;
one for each of the suburbs sbovementivned. ‘ ‘

13. The insanitary condition of the town I consider partly atmbutable. to the e.‘lx']ls'te:cel
of the Fort ditch, which forms a receptacle for all kinds of refuse, and fr.om wh'lch, natt;:rg },. 01:1
exhalations a soon as the ramparts are levelled and the Fort ditch filled up, the sanitary
condition of the tewn will be immensely improved.

14. Houses.—With reference to the general condition of the town, I may sta.todtha.t, aiha
rule, the houses are in a good state of repair, and it has not been. foxind' l?elce;saryd uring ! e
past year to put in fofce the provisions of Chapte.r 20 ?ftlfe Code Ofd(?;'lmmd rocedure, so far
as that Chapter relates to the removal of houses in a d)lapldated.con ition, . -

15. Many two-storicd and tiled houses have la:tely l-)een built ; the ntam stﬁreets are tolerably
wide, and the houses sre built regularly, though uniformity of style and d]ﬂlE;lSlO}])lS ;‘*nn"t as Y;:
be expected in : .owiu.  In the smaller s‘trcets and lanes of the townhan su 1}!‘ s_, 9:8 mig
be expeeted, the buildings do not present so satisfactory an appearance, the houses being irregularly
bujlt and in many places greatly erowded. -

16. Rouds.—The roads, as a general rule, are not in good order, bei.ng in many places
uneven, and needing repairs. This remark bears special reference to the roads in the suburbs.

17. Bandy Pettahs.—The bandy pettahs in the town are many [in number, and, g_enerally
speaking, are the property of private individuals, to Wl.lom or(.lers have been frequently 1s§ued to
keep them in a clean and healthy state. On a recent lnspection of these handy pettahs, I ‘was
pleased to find that their eondition in this respect Was satisfactory, and the same remark applics
to the oil mills, of which many exist in and near the town..

18. Tanks—There are 36 tanks in the town, of these six (and these large ones) are in
good order, and, except in scasons of drought, the supply of drmkm'g water is sufficient to meet
tho requirements of the inhabitants, The other tanks, some of which, however, have become
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partly filled with mud, and are used by the people for other than drinking purposes. 7The
are supplied with water from the river Cavery, by means of the Wryacondan channel; but, in rome
Gases, the subterranean channels having become blocked up, there is a deficiency in the supply of
water; the tanks then become partially dried up,

and the atmosphere in the neighbourhood ig
- eonsequently vitiated ; what expense may be incurred in making the nceessary repairs, can be met,
as heretofore, from the Local Fund.

19. With regard to the measures taken to prevent ‘nuisances, the annexed -

State.
ment will show the natare of the ofences, the punishment awarded, and the num!. vidue
8ls punished under the provisions of Act XXIV of 1859 (Dot a0

20. The provisions of Chapter XX of the Code of Criminal Lrec
force in several instances for the removal 'of nuisarces oceasioned by the ... ., pr
putrescent water in the neighbourhood of public thoroughfares ; but in no cuse has it beey .
necessary to have recourse to the provisions of the Indian Penal Code for the supy. £
nuisances,
*

21, In many periodical visits to the town and suburbs, I have frequenily been accom.
panied by the Superintendent of Police, Licutenant Cox, from the force of whose example, the
Inspectors, Head and Deputy Constables, and their subordinates are, I trust, beginning 10 1:ke

an interest in the cleanliness of the town and the well buing of its,inhabiwnts,_which, buta shorg
time ago, they seemed to view wih apathetic indifference,

22. It was only on a very recent visit to the town,
rubbish, the accumulation of several days
station in the Fogt, fgho Head Constabla had not even thounght of ha,ving

excused himself on the grounds that the people were in the habit of throwing the refuse therg
during the night ; a similar state of things existed, but a shor time ago, close 1o ay,
important Police station, at Dark's Bridge, we have now got a good Town Inspector,
value of the co-operation of the Police with the B{agibtrﬂ(‘y towards the pr

cannot be too highly estimated, I trust that the sanitary condition of
be greatly improved.

that T was surprised to fing heaps of
» immediately opposite and close to the Chief Police

it removed and

ther and
and as the
evention of nuisances

Trichinopoly may soon

23. Although much remains to be done, arnd agreat deal depends y
Fort walls, the filling up of the Fort ditch, and the consiruction of a
latrines, I am of opinion that during the past year a certain am
Place in the sapitary condition of Trichinopoly.

pon the removal of (he

D adequate number of
ount of improvement has taken

aliry
a favorable compaison with that of the (wo

ke its appearance until the middle of January, and up 1o
en reported as having proved fatalin the town,

from cholera has been exceedingly low, and bears
Previous years. The disease did not ma
the present time, only 30 cases have be
the months of Decemter 1863, and Ja
lence, and the number of deaths repo

January and February 1863 the number of deatlis from cholera was 269.

25. The town Las of late Leen singularly free from epidemics and infectious diseases of

any sort ; and at the present time, considering the disadvantages under which they lie in the
want of sufficient drainage and other sanitary arrangements, the general bealth of the town and’
suburbs, with a populatipn ofpearly 1,00,000, is decidedly good.

' (True Copy.)

(Signed) Z. R. McDONELL,
Officiating Magistray,,

- e ———
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SraTeMENT showing the nafure of the offences, the punishment awarded, and the number of
A+ L4 .. r [
individuals punished under the provisions of Act XXIV of 1859.

! Clause 5 of Section 48. Clause 7, Section 48. E !
— 2
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to flow from houses, &e. into the road. 2
— . e .
. I 53 z 3 ] 3
O ey . . - A . 153 'E
n 2l s 38 =%l < 28 , | 553 25 |23
S5 2|52 AR ERY R = 22| 2 /Eg ] o 3
» =1 § |gE B 2al § 325 3 i AR 3 [ o
za g .25 - 5gl = .23 5 o R g e = 2 ©
o] B [} < foWre BT o) ~ oo, ] Qg ~ o @ =
= 8 By | Do = it Qy 2 ~ 2 5
-2 & -2 g19% g | 5= | 8 5 5 2 3
Oé - -1 .—‘: P i I 4-30) s = g
BEl B R I 5 g . g 25 ) J_S.—f,’é £ p= =
s 5 28|l 2 |38 @ g ‘ = -
£ =2 e = o = — ) g8 B L 3 3
E-g £ |E3 5 g gE S £%4| g 5 E g Ezvs g = ;5
z |2 2 < 5% e < |2 2 % < |8 _
RS. [A. RE. [A. ES. |A. RS. A,
b 2 39( 0j 542 362 0
251 2 ... 180 4{ 215 ... | ... |142/i2| 64 | 8 l 0
(Signed) W.H.COMYN,
Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.
True Copy.)
( (Signed) A.R.McDONELL,
Officiating Magistrate,
h Jun- "7, No. cou.
ORDER THEREON, 10th
No. 76.
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last. ts'of the town are: 1st, a
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ars from this Report . N e do.
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i drainage.
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4. Meanwhile the labor of the large body of convicts in the Jail at Trichine-
poly should be utilized as far as possible in carrying out any works that may be cal-
culated to improve the sanitary condition of the town, includine the demolition of

the ramparts and clearing away of the prickly-pear fro: All such
" convicts as mav beavailable for hard labh - 2 emplo

works under the direction of the Magistiwi2, 1o natter o

1st proximo the number of convicts plased ot his disposal v prcsuance 5

orders, and the works on which they arc employed. 7o will submit on the ... of
cach month, until further orders, a brief report on tl: of the works in ques-
tion, showing the average daily number of convicts employed on them during the
previoas month. The officer in charge of the Jail will, on the same date, submit a
Statoment of the daily average number of prisonsrs in Jail during the same period,
showing the manner in which they have been employed.

(Truc Extract.)

Chief Becretary.

To the Magistrate of Trichinopoly.
,,  Session Judge of  do.
., Deparimeut of Public Works,
,,  Quarter Master@oneral.
yy  Military Department.
»  Inspector General of Jails,

Exd. J, Tuiloch.
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