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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicigs Lepariment,
' 5th June 1865.
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Read ﬂlq fO]lO\\'1115 papers .—

No. 27. From . R. McDONELL, ILsq., Officia..... .ilagistrate of Trichi-
nopoly, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Trichinepoly, 10th May 1865, No. 15.

With reference to the Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, dated the 27th of April 1865, I have the honor to inform you that, at the time
the cuse referred to was under investigation before the Taluq Sul-Magistrate of
Trichinopoly, I was absent on my annual settlement tour, and the first accounts I
had of the same were gathered from the papers. I had intended to wait for the Sub-
Magistrate to close his proccedings ; and if his report on the case was unsatisfactory,
I should have decmed it my duty to bring his conduct to notice.

2. The Taluq of Trichinopoly forms part of the Head Assistant Magistrate’s
charge, and this officer is invested with the full powers of a Magistrate ; so I at once
called unon Mr. Comyn to make a full report on what had cceurred, as it had come to
my knowledge that the Sub-Magistrate had _already received certain orders from
the ITcad Assistant Magistrate regarding th? disposal of the boy.

3. Inow fdrward, for the information of Government, the Head Assistant
Magistrate’s report as to what really occurred, and I am sorry to add that I cannot
say one word in palliation of the Sub-Magistrate’s c@dduct. He isan officer of long
standing and experience, and cannot plead ignorance of the proper procedure in such

a casc. I cannot, throughout the whole proceedings, trace any motives for corrun- #

tion, but 1 ﬁrmlgi helieve that the .Sub-Magisfm’m’s religious feelings induced hin

act in the reprchensible way in which he ¢ » have sympathized with
the boy’s parents, and was bitter against the lad for renouncing his parents creed.}
The fact that the boy was illegally confined in the station house for six days is estab-
lished, and I feel quite certain that Monsieur Riocot, the Reverend Superior of
the Convent at Trichinopoly, was subjected to the indignity of which he complains,
viz., that he was told by the Sub-Magistrate to desist from taking notes, or to leave
the Court.

4. The Government having taken direet notice of this matter, I feel it would
be improper for me ‘to suggest the mode of punishing the Sub-Magistrate ; on the
other hand, I consider it right to state that Ishould have, under the present circum-
stances, without hesitation, recommended that Vencatasamy Naidu, Sub-Magistraté
of Trichinopoly, be removed fi. - present post, as I think such punishment is
called for in the present insté#ce, and would have a most salutary effect on the

other Sub-Magistrates «

—enmasr

Frem W. H.‘CO.\IY\', Esq., Acting Head Assistant Magistrate, Trichinopoly, to A. R.
McDONELL, Esq., Acting Magi- Trichinopoly; dated Trichinopoly, 8th May

1865, No. 13.
In accbrdnnce with your 1usu uc'w, contaiued 8i «.. ... of the Order of Government, Jated
April 27th, 1863, No. 869, and communicated to me on the 4tb i-nst'am, I have the honor to sub-
mit a report upon the cotduct of the Tal_uq Sub-Magis Ptichinopoly, when holding a pre-

liminary inquiry into a charge of kinduapping against the iseverend Father Riocot and others.
2. Trom a review of the cqgrespondence that passed between the Sub-Magistrate and
mysc1f upon the subject, and fromf@he inquiries I subsequently made, 1 find that the statem: nts

quoted in the Government Order ghove meniioned are substantially correct.
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3. First, as regards the boy’s detentioy,
Lacricn: S rERtedy i—Un the lst of April, [ pegeived an Urzee
:::;n;:: s:’t:]'g)i:"tl:!;?:’::t:: M;g": 3;;3‘, in which that Officer reported that The boy in ques-
X 8 zdt arch, { i ,
report on the matter, and that as the boy’s fatil ey th the Jrecrengam Head Conatable's

was evidently unwilling to be any longer amenable to parental co b-Magistrate)
. 1 3 D g Sir

as he was in no way justified ; mumca.'txon, [ sent a takeed 1o the Sub-Magistrate, directing him,
' confining the boy, to release him imwediately. The boy was

aecor dln"]y l‘eleased on the fO"OW!n a l)]" ,,],n(l 1n cloyse cust()d]
‘ 5 d A 19 W y
( N g y ( ll ), S that he a8 acluall kept l

5. In the remangs iy :
given by the Sub-Magistrate for the boy’s detention in charge of the

* Dated March 28th, POl'f:e, itis stated that the boy was sent to the
station, heoa- - he could not give bail, butin

S ’ 4 . .
the Syb. »e's Urzee abovementioned it

7. 1 subsequently issued a ¢
akeed to th b-Magi ioni i
. . . . B0-Magistrate questionine h ' ‘
g;ssref;y; ?r from satisfactory, and is to the ollowing effect qviz ‘th::g;:e lmaqu:;n rem: r;:’w.
o e ; olice won}!d not .take the boy into custody without it ; t’h“‘ no exi - 'em:‘l" .
mng the remand in hig diary, because, at the time, no proce-dings h;d beenrf;k:a{’i n(:la ) ::: :
L nin the ¢ H

’ " lhe ne i 1 i
* ’ l . i ) Of laklng ball from lhc bO' a l- h d

{Tad the boy been charged with an offence, bail - -
f1au tie Sub-Magistrace required his attendance as’a witn: i
from %nrn for that purpose ; but whatever the Sub-Magist;\te' i ions e o henachilke
not think that his omission to enter the remand in hj o st phace. 1oy e been, L can-
ed fot}r days to pass by, during which time the boy was in cloge |

. ",

;:f(;::] gfnth:hcase to me, proc?cded.from mere forgetfyulnegs ; nor ::rini ’;elinxj: t’i:::‘:“; ':?ng any

gtbe boy to the station with a Temand, viz., because be conld notiive b:il uh ex‘;)us';

, when bai

was not demanded of him, can be held to b i i
s .be valid, esp :
ly put forward a totally different excuse for the same 'ai(:a”y " fhe Sob-Megisrat rubsequent:

9. - Secondly, with regard to the Sub-Magi
s g ~Magistrate i ;
Reverend Superior of the Convent, I examineq M'att s g o ourtesy in open Comt to the

; I Salisbury, the pri ) :

Annatoyale?gaxr,_the Talug Goomastah, who took down the de )y’ t N Pl"lsoner e

rend Stperior bimeds positions in th‘e sauie, and th.

. 10, M-, Salisbury states that on the ]

m}:o (,hour? 33 the Proceedings in the Case, the S ' -- : hi

w en' e proceeded to take notes ‘of the evidence, the b,?m_’?:.l,m :

that, if the Reverend Superior did not ¢ense to take not. .l';ted[ " Ll}m e
< to deave the Court.

demanded of him.

Oth April 1865, when the Reverend Superior came

PG rred to
not Seetion 27¢ as quoied 1n the Government

order), under which Section he sty wer ease
) Fior, ’ he had fower to turn any one out of Court he pleased.

refraj e .
wards left the Court of hig own ac ned from taking notes of the proccedings, and soon after-

cord,
11.  The Reverend Superior hims-elf informs me (hat 1
to cease from taking notes, or to leave the Cour: s
12, Annatoraiengar, the Goomastah, states that wi
notes the Sub-Magistrate tolq him tp leave the Cou t-w
what took place afterwards, Possiblythis man’s rru’.
down depositions, but his Manner w o coms

little about the matter as he could.

Suh-Magistrate

len the Reverend Superio: tricd to take
bl.lt that he (the Goomastah) did not know
ftivn may have been occupied in taking

as g i i
uch as to convinee me that he wag determined to say as

I

— . e e - + IJ/
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5th June 1865.

13. T next called upon the Sub-Magistrate for an explanation. That officer, however,
while additing that the Reverend Superior did take notes of the proceedings, denies that he
(Sub-Magistrate) either ordered him to cease to do so, or, in the event of L -mplying with

this requisition, to leave the Court.
(True Copy).

(Signed) A, R. McDONELL,
dcting Magistrate.

No. 28.  From P’ VENCATASAWMY Naipuy, Sub-Magistrate of Trichinopoly,
to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sccretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Trichinopoly, 16th May 1865.

I Vencatasawmy Naidoo, Sub-Magistrate of Trichinopoly Taluq, respectfully
beg that you will be pleased to lay the following circumstances before His Excel-
Jengy the Governor in Council.

2. Mr. Comyn, the Head Assistant Magistrate of Trichinopoly, issued an order
dated 5thinstant, calling upon me to afford explanation on certain points in a case
of kidnapping against the Reverend F at _rRioc'ot and others,in W-hi(‘h the preliminzjtry
inquiry was held by me. I accordinglW submitted my exg)lax.natmn;.and after daing
so, I learnt that the Government have called upon the District Magistrate to .I'eport
upon my conduct, for having kept in custody the bf)y alleged to have been lﬂdn.ap-
ped, and as to why I prevented the Reverend Jfperior of the Convent from taking
notes of the evidence in the case. No copy of the said Government Proceedings was
furnished to me, nor was the said fact communicated to me in the order of the Helkl
Assistant Magistrate. I am also unaware of the nature and purport of the
submitted to Government by the District Magistrate and his Head Assistant, and
whether my explanation has been sent to Government or not. Under these circum-
stances, I presume to bring to the notice of the Government the facts connected

with the casc in question. ‘ o

3. With regard to the first point, viz.,_ why I detaqu the boy in custody, I
beg to submit that the boy was sent to me with a report ly’ the Head Constable of
Streerangum, on the 28th March. - The Pf‘osecutor, -WhO is 'the fatlier of the boy,
having been present, I took down a deposition from lum,.and issued Wharrants to the
parties accused, and detained the boy ip ctmtody, as his father stated that i_f he pe
set at liberty, he will be tampered wita by his opponfants. I brought the said cir-
cumstance to the mnotice of the Hegd As istant Magistrate by an urzee dated 31st
March la:t. That offic . order, stating "chat the detention of the boy in
custody is incorrec’ ne should be forthwith released, and delivered over
to his parents. Ci. ... “this order, T relessed the boy from confinem -+

. . ) - —
The reusons which induce liim in custody are:

1st, T - heing material in the case, I thought that if I set him
at liberty he will abscond.

ond.  That he was not of suflicient age as to take a Muchilkah from him.

~ " That he refused to be under the control of his parents,

That his father did not consent fo his being left in charge of the defend-

i SOV

ani- ;
Hence the Government will perceive that though I may have committed an

error of judgment in detaining the boy under restraint, yet I was not actuated by

any other motives.



i, i .

P1'oceedinés of the Madras Goveri....
4

5,’) 1r.u nao 180

trepuroneitl,

4. Asregards the second point, viz., wity I desisted the T,
©-“ing notes of the evidence, I humbly beg to submit tha;

[ AR NRY

verend

».rior appeared before me, I allowed him a chair tosit and w; vdings
-+ inquiry washeld by me in open Court. While so, the Goverument will observe,
that nothing wouald have induced me to prevent him or - T N “of
the evidence. In fact Mr. Salisbury, the defendant'« A.- '

U 1or
have taken notes of the evidence. I hear tha:

~d
Assistant Magistrate that T did prevent the latter from -

doclare that I dont récolleet -having said so to any the

‘Mquiry was going on, the son of the Deputy Collector, Soondram Pilla, ne
sthers, who came to witness the procecdings, were © - ! ' g
. The prosecutor having complained that they w... LIS Wi

and as they wero many in number, I mentioned thig 1. B T C R
d-~ired the said persons to be out of Court, or to remain in on. _ lof
«.ving about frequently.

9. In conclusion, I most r
pleased to take this my humble
nection with the report of the D
sexrved the Government faithfull

espectfully gequest that the Government will be
explanation #hto their ben’

istrict Mugistmte, and ren
¥ for apwards of 20 Ve

. )]'l-
dui e who has

' ‘RDER THEREON, 5th June 1865, No. 804,
Vn tie 27 th ultimo, the M

agistrate of TrichinoPo]y was 011
. the conduct of the Sub-Ma

Pty ll'x")l 19
: cistrate of the Trichinopoly T ' inquiring
mnto a charge of kidnapping which had been brought against a Monseiur Riocot, the
attention of Government having been drgwn to certain statements made in the
newspapers. ference to the conduct of +h.

Sl Magistrate i connection with
the case.

The Government 1,
issistant Magistrate, within
. are inobuded, stating the result of hig ing d alka the
remarks of the District Magistrate, and an exp!
verament by the Sub-Magistr
report of the Acting Hea
should have been. It doeg no:

e py the

f""“‘”! ()f !1, LU LA

whose range

ate, whose cond., CLAS Leoy ¢
ant Maoistratg 1.

Time 1

<o full as it

ouid. o hom the rred, or under
what circumstances, or at whosc_; requisition the boy n<tnde 1o the
Police, nor is any mentios, made of the age of the boy. Az
trate is not meuntiored, the statement made 1, -
tant Magistrate, in explanation of his condunm hat
‘was the result of the Prosecution.

3. The followin; r. are ¢ before

. ' vefo

(tovernment, viz, that Consequent  eor
of the boy charging Hons. Riocot with Ly v

. . -y
, _ g kidnapped th e, Wy
taken into custody by the Police, and taken bef: : Qs

. ate By whosn
orders he was kept in close confinement for six day Y
preferred againt M. Riocot,

Acting Head Assistant

y el

. It has algo been est.i1: 4, tu the satisfaction of the
Magistrate and of the Maon '

~* the Revérend Superior

wlied in quez.;t«ion. The

-l

)
p
.3
1

e

- L M’
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. » inquiry, was prohibited by the :gllb-l\ria,gl.stratb
of the Convent, who was present a0 s o e o the Cout i mﬁﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁed
from taking nOtcg"ell)l.l\Iqr:istrate admits having kept the boy in cus ofy,t of the boy
;o d'o :Ol:n.ogil]l;te(;ih‘el i’{evel‘eﬁd Superior fron(; faki;lg gg:;iav?sil:atz; diary.

avin i in th g .
havin?g been ke}?t , cus‘toi)’ g:zx:zlt r::‘:r?:;g::s the conduct of the Sup-lgafliriife
4. The (;ovcf'n‘?l\l 1nsi‘ble He must have been well aware that,tﬂ; . eo‘i ote;sg

to have been most repl(;'i(?n: )ro.hi'biting the Reverend Superior from bi\;l I:r?strdte’;
the hoy in cx.xstod}_', an lllen}':y in Council i¢ unable to accept.the su -h aoas .
on which point B1s fillu;eevidence:which has been adduced against him, ?Wcouncﬂ
denial, iﬁlﬂ(fﬂfa:ci :’ gmld abusing his judici%l au’thotritz. PThéeig;::;?:r;; Naidoo,’
mitting illeg = hat the Sub-Magistrate, P. , de.
accordingly, resolves to direct t Magistrate and appointed to one of a lower gra

be removed from the Office of Sub-Magistrz te, on seeing in the newspapers the
be 5. Itisto be rog}‘i:{:t(:, St}:;tl (ti}::,: 2{;%]11332 tt,r acted the attention of' GOVf;nrr;inE;
roports of the'S: th\ci {;il:vér vested in him of calling up the case and disposing

did not exercise the p

himself. (True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Trichinopoly.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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