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No. 100. Read the following letter from Major R. M. MACDONALD, Registrar
General of Assurances, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated 7th January 1865,
No. 6.

I have the honor, in acknowledging the receipt of a copy of a telegram of the
31st ultimo, from the Home Secretary, Caleutta, to your address, to submit the
following remarks, with reference to the establishment originally proposed for my
office, and the reduction now ordered in its cost.

2. The extent of establishment required necessarily depends on the amount of
detail in which the registers have to be kept. The law officers of this Presidency
hold that, under Section 42 of Act XVI of 1864, abstracts of all instruments of every
description, including not only deeds, bonds, contracts, and other obligations, but
even wills, codicils, and instraments giving authority to adopt a son, should be
entered in the books of the General Register Office, and that these abstracts should
contain every material fact stated in the original instrument, and be so prepared as
to enable any person, searching the books of the General Register Office, to acquire
an accurate knowledge of the contents of such instruments. The rules and forms
have been prepared in conformity with these views, and the effect of these arrange-
ments will be that the books of the General Register Office will eontain every
thing which is contained in the books of the District and Deputy Registrars, with
the exception of two columns headed * note of interlineations, erasures, and altera-
tions,” and ‘‘ copy of instrument.” I have already represcanted that, with regard to
deeds, bonds, contracts, and other obligations, all this labor will be entirely thrown
away, as these abstracts, if entered at ell, must be entered in Book No. 4, which no
oneis permitted to inspect ; and that, as regards wills, codicils, and instruments giving
authority to adopt a son, no possible advantage will be derived by the public from
these entries, as the Law Officers hold that they must also be entered in Book No. 4,
while, on the other hand, Bections 56 and 59, read together, seem distinctly to
imply that registers of deposits of wills, and registers of Wills,. shall be kept
only in the offices of District Registrars, and not in those of the Registrar General.
A telegram has, accordingly, been forwarded for the opinion of the Law Officers of
Calcutta on these points ; but, pending a reply, which has not yet been received, it
seemed necessary to assume the correctness of the opinion of the Law Officers of
Madras, and to organize the new establishment accordingly.

3. As there are 22 Registration Districts in the Madras Presidency, and as it
was proposed to keep up, for each of these Districts, a set of books, exactly corres-
ponding with those of the District Registrar, in all but two columns, it seemed to
follow that, if he required one clerk to do his work, one would be required at the
Presidency to do nearly the same work. The salary of the District Registrar’s clerk
has been fized at Rupees 80. This was also taken as the minimum salary for the
Registering clerks of the General Register office. It may, no doubt, be possible to
find men capable of copying mechanically, for a somewhat lower salary than
Rupees 30 ; but it must be remembered that the books which these clerks will have to
keep are of more importance than ordinary letter books, and that each of them must
be able to read and copy the rough writing which ‘will come in from the Deputy
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prepars English Indexes from these Vernaeular abstracts, I believe it will be found
“that persons possessing these qualifications can usually obtain salaries of fully this
amount in the various public and private offices at Madras, and that, if it is intended
that the: shall remain in this office for some years, they must, as in all other offices,

Bron - 30 have some prospects of promotion held
4 'j‘?,' out to them. It was partly with this
& B, object in view that the salaries of the

Registering clorks were fixed at the rates noted in the margin. Some of the men
required eannot, however, be got at all for Rupees 30, The books of the Gieneral
Register office have to be kept in four Vernacular languages, as well as English, Viz.,
Tamil, Telugn, Canarese and Malayalum. It is almost impossible at Madras to
progure persons having a competent knowledge of Canarese and Malayalum: for so
low a salary as Rupecs 80, and it is equally difficult to induee men to leave such
distant Districts as those of Canara and Malabar forsuch low salaries. It was, there.
fors, my intention to rescrve two.or three of the higher posts for men acquainted
with these languagss ; and it may be remarked, both with regard to these languages
and Telugu and Tamil, that there must be men in the office capable of translating
such circular orders as have to be issued for the guidance of the Deputy Regis-
trars, and that Rupees 50 does not seem an unrcasonable salary for a person who,
in addition to the dutics of a clerk, must perform those of a translator.

4, For correspondence, returns, and accounts,. it was proposed to have four
clerks, on- tho salaries noted in the maxgin.

Ra.
4 ‘ I have alveady stated that one or two of
59. these men would be frequently absent
20,

from the Presidency. Their duties will
consist in examining the monthly Returns of Registration, in auditing the 'fce
accounts, in copying and entering letters, pay abstracts, and indents, in recordfng
such original registrations as may take place under Section 26, and 'px:epm'mg
such papers as these occasional registrations will render necessary, in filing afnd
keeping in order the correspondence, vouchersy and abstracts of registrations vzfluch
will gome in from 343 District and Deputy Register offices, in producing Registers
and Indexes when called for by persons applying to search the books, in receiviig
and entering the preseribed fees, and in preparing such certified copies of entries
in the Registers as may be applied for. It is belicved that the salaries proposed
are not hizher than are paid in other offices for similar duties, and that when the
office is in full operation, there will be ample cniployment for four men. :

5. For the post of Manager, the salary proposed Was Rupees 200. Dxfrmg
my absence from the Presideney, this person was to be in sulg q].nc.u'ge of the G onci;
ral Register Office, and at all times to exercise a goner.al supervision over t}'fe. D% :
of 26 clerks. A pood general education, some eXperience, and respecta\n%uy ’o
chardcter secemed all indispensable eonditions for the person gelected for 'tl':.ls pn;t;
It was my intention that he should devote 22 days every month to exam%umgf : lio
Reuisters of the 92 Districts, under which arrangement a monthly 'mspcctlon o g é
books would be secured, and errors, arising from. carelessness or lgnora.nc;a‘ ox; tlz
-part of new men, be at once detectec. The other four days he was (’;o ( ::;(:ks
examining the books, returns, and records entrusted to the Corregpondenc .
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It will be observed that the performance of these dutics involwesa knowledge of
five languages, English, Telugn, Tamil, Canarese and Malayalum. It seemed fur-
ther desirable that, in the event of Ragistration papers coming in from the Disiricts,
or Sub-Distriets, incorrectly prepared, or of the abstracts of instruments failing to
contain the information required by the rules, the Manager should be a person eapa-
ble of detecting errors which might escape the notice of a Registering clerk. Both
for this and other reasons, it seemed advisable that he should be a person not entire-
ly ignorant of law. :

6. I was unable to find any person possessing all the qualifications’ which I
have described, but Terumalacharri, who was selected out of a large number of appli-
cants,and was a graduate of the Madras University ; he was holding the post of Tamil,
Telugu and Canarese Translator on the Appellate Side of the High Court, on a salary
of Rupees 110; he had passed the Special Test required for a District Moonsiff, and
was able to produce certificates of attendance on various courses of Law lectures.
I believe, therefore, that Rupees 200 was not an extravagant remuneration for a man
of his qualifications and prospeets in the public service.

7. T have endeavoured to show that the establishment, asked for, was not pro-
posed without due consideration. As, however, the orders of the Government of
India scem imperative, I shall now procced to state the arrangements which seem
necessary to give effect to then. :

8. The Statement in the margin

C ORRESPONDENCE Rmunxs,‘.mp Accouxn:;s' pl'OVi s fOl‘ S tablishment costing Ru-
I Boad Olocks oo vommrnions v G0 pees 800 per mienscm, the amount named
2 Clerks onnﬁﬁi,iii“i?f‘““‘s ¢ i in the. telegram. It will be observed that
8 Do.  do. e crsianse ton T8 for this sum there can be no Manager, and

2 Do, i o Rt o e o) ’ ;
Prons, e, that practically there canbe very little
PRl T i1 canisy v B i VHN

e -]

5 o e Sy . supervision exercised over the Registers
1 Sweeprr .. v s = by any one except myself, x thc ‘[I(gad
Total.. 300

Clerk’s time will be mainly occupied in
doing his awn work. The Registering clerks are reduced in number from 22 to 7,
which would give each man, on an :ii‘ferqge, rather more than three Districts. In prae-
tico, however, there is some difficulty in dividing the work quite equally. The Col-
lectors of Malabar and Canara have, abt my request, sent two men, for whom I am
compelled to reserve the two best situations available, althongh they are inferior in
general education to all the other clerks in the office.  One of these men kuows
Malayalum, and can, therefore, have charge of the books of Calicut and Tellicherry ;
but he knows Tamil too imperfectly to be able to do any other Registration work.
The other man knows Canarese, but posgesses only a smuttering of Telugu. He can,
therefore, only keep the books of South Canara. There would thus remain 18 Districts
to be divided among five clerks. With a view, however, of equalizing the work, T
propose as long as the two men, above referred to, are unable to take their fair
share of Registration work, to employ the janior ecorresponding clerk as a Regis-
tering clerk, and to divide lis work between the Malayalum and Canarese men.
This will give 6 clerks for the 18 Districts, or 3 for each District. The possibility
of these men keeping up the 33 books which will he allotted to each of them must
depend on the extent to which registration will be resorted to, and to the construe-
tion which may eventually be placed on those Sections of the Registration Act, to
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which reference has been made in the early part of this letter. It will be observed
that, under these arrangements, it will be impossible for me to take a single clerk
with me on my tours, as there will be no one whose services can be withdrawn
from the office.

9. With regard to the other charges, it will be observed that I have omitted
¢wo attenders on Rupees 7, and have reduced the sweepers pay from Rupees 3-8-0 to
Rupees 3. Such items as contingencies and house rent are, I presume, not affected
by the telegram, which appears to refer only to the cost of Office establishment.

10. Nearly the whole of my office was entertained, with the sanction of Go-
vernment, between the 15th and 27th ultimo. On the 4th instant, all those men who
are not required under the new arrangements were dismissed. Of the numberwho have
thus lost their situations, the following were already in the service of Government.

On |
Name. In what appointment. what ‘l
salary. |
M. A. Terumalacharri, B. A...... Translator on the Appellate side of the |
High Courb......ovhi v i iir.oeiinn e 110 \
V. Narasimhacharri, B. A....... * |(lerk in the Revenue Board office......... 35
C. Chelvapilli. Nayadw............. Minute writer in the Vepery Police Court 21
G Ramachendriah........ .........[Clerk in the Commissary General’s office.| -~ 30 |

I understand that Terumalacharri has been restored to his former post, and that
C. Chelvapilli Nayadu has been informed that he cannot be re-employed as his place
has been filled up. It must rest with Government to decide whether his case is one
for their interference. The other two men did not permanently resign their former
posts, but took leave of absence. I do not, therefore, apprehend that they will find
any difficulty in reverting to their original situations.

No. 101. OrpER THEREON, 12th January 1865, No. 63.

The Governor in Council sanctions the revised scale of establishment proposed
by Major Macdonald, a copy of whose letter will be forwarded to the Government
of India.

9. TUnder the circumstances, the Governor in Council resolves to direct that
the Magistrate of the Vepery Police Court will restore C. Chelvapilli Nayadu fo the
appointment which he resigned, on being employed in the Registrar General's

Office.
; (True Extract).

|
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i _ Cleef Secretary.
To the Registrar G(eneral of Assurances. _
Accountant| General. y
Civil Paymaster.
Magistrate of the Vepery Police Court,
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