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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
26th April 1865.

No. 191,  Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Magistrate
of Malabar, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George; dated Calicut, 7th April 1865, No., 43,

The Joint Magistrate, Tellicherry, has referred to me the question as to how
cases of trespass, and damage to crops, by elephants, should be dcalt with, as no

mention is made of clephants in Act III of 1857.

2. T am not aware of any ruling bearing on the question, but cases of the

* Datel I7th ultimo, No. 3G, requested to be returned. natur? a-dverted to WOuld- appear, by 1\.[1‘ .

Garstin’s letter,* herewith submitted, to
have been of frequent occurrence lately in Chavasherry, in North Malabar, and may
well occur in other parts of the District, in which cultivation is cxtending, whilst
elephants are much used in timber operations.

I roquost, therefore, that steps may be taken to have the necessary provision

made in the Act, in reference to such cases.

From J. 1. GARSTIN, Esq, Acting Joint Magistrate of Malabar, to G. A. BALLARD, Esq.,
Magistrate of Malabar ; dated Tellicherry, 17th March 1863, No. 36.

The Chavasherry Sub-Magistrate reports that several cases have lately come before him of
trespass and damage to crops, by elephants, the private property of persons living in the neighbour-
hood, and wants to know what fine is to be levied on them, and what expense can be incurred for
foeding them, as no provision is made for e!ephants in Act I1I of 1857.

2. The custom is for persons posgessing elephants to send them to the jungles during the dry
weather, where they are hobbled, and alloWwed to roam about, and they often do great damage to
plantain gardens and other cultivation.

3 I request you will inform me if there are any rules as to the mode of dealing with trespass.
ing elephants, ahd, if not, that you will bring the matter to the notice of Government, with a view to

having the omission in the cattle trespass Act remedied -

No. 192. ORDER THEREON, 20th April 1865, No. 627.

The Governor in Council observes that trespasses by elephants occur at moést
in oue or two districts only, and does not consider, from what is represented in the
foregoing letter, that therc is any nccessity for taking legislative action in the
matter. Parties aggricved ¢an look to the Civil Courts for their remedy, but His
Excellency in Council desires that it be suggested to the Joint Magistrate at Telli-
cherry to deal with the owners, or the persons in charge, of the elephants allowed
to roam at large, under Scctions 268 and 290 of the Penal Code ; the practice of
letting animals of this class loosc appearing to “cause annoyance to the public in
general,” who possess plantain gardens and other cultivation,

(True Extract).

Chicf Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Malabar. .
* Inspector General of Policd,

»

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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