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Proceedings of the Madras Governme‘nt, Judicial Department,
18tk March 1865.

Read the following Proceedings of Government 1n tuc Mihitary Depart-
ment.

Communicating correspondence, and ’rhe\I
report of the Special Committec, on | , -
the feasibility of converting the Grand .> (Dated 8thMarch 1865, No. 934).
Jail intoa Commissariat Store-house.

No. 134,

No. 135. OrpER THEREON, 18th March 1865, No. 429.

In the Proceedings of Government under date the 13th September last, para-
graph 14, the Commissioner of Police and Superintending Engincer were directed
to submit a plan and estimate for a small Civil Debtors’ Jail, indicating a site. The
attention of the Superintending Engineer will now be re-called to the subjeet, in
order that the plan and estimate may be submitted with as little delay as possible.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Public Werks Department.
,, Commissioner of Police.

-

Exd. J, H, Buruos,
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OFP THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the fOllOW’i.ll;a' Japers i—

From the Commissary General, Mwirus, 24th November 1864, No. 803 ; to the
Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George.

I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with Order of Government,
No. 4060, dated 15th November 1864, I have thoroughly inspected the whole of the
Criminal side of the Grand Jail, and have examined each room separatcly, with a view
to determine its suitability for Commissariat Stores.

2. The whole of the Cells are very smal], and their limitea wrca s st turaier
diminished by the walls and arches which support the vaulted rcof; they are also
very low, few of them cxcecding 9 feet in height, nor can any of the door-ways be
entered without stooping. _

3. The floors of the Cells are frequently of two or three different elevations,

and in many cases are below the level of the Court-yards outside.

4. The access to most of the Cells leads through very narrow and winding
passages, and in order to open free entrances to the larger Cells, a consideralile novtion
of the available Stowage room would have to be pulled down.

5. The whole place hasa damp and unwholesome look, and many of the Court-
yards shew unmistakeable evidence of continued dampness, which would be ruinous
to Stores.

6. Inaddition to this, the Buildings themselves having bomb-proofed roofs, are
of the worst possible description for Stores, thev cenerate a dense steamy heat which

- speedily destroys every article exposed. 4o it

7. The Cells have hitherto been made habitable by removing all the doors and
windows and substituting iron gratings, but if Stores are to be kept in them, the doors
must be re-placed, and all ventilation would be entirely excluded.

8. 1 have therefore no hesitation in expressing my decided opinion that, even
if the Buildings in question were situated in the most eligible situation, they would
be utterly unsuited for Commissariat Stores.

9. Inthe event of my own opinion upon this peint being considered insufficient,
I would suggest that, the Committee now investigating the subject of the best means
of arranging Commissariat Stores should be directed to report on the capabilities of
the Jail. This Committec is composed of three experienced Store-keepers who are
well aware of the requirements necessary in a Building for containing Stores, and I
feel confident that they will endorse the opinion Ihave now expressed.

10. On the other hand, I am equally of opinion that the best possible Store-
house situated in the position of the Grand Jail would be highly objectionable. I
have alrcady pointed out in my letter, No. 153, dated 10th August 1864, that we
require not a mere Stowage room for miscellaneous articles, but a Dep6t from which
Provisions and Equipments can be shipped for Troops embarking on service, and for
Regiments in Burmah.

11.  For this purpose, the Stores should have a sea-frontage. This point 1s meg
by the President of the Sanitary Commission by the statement that the Grand Jail
is no further from the Pier than is the Granary, but allowing this to be correct, I beg
to point out that no Stores from the Granary are ever shipped at the Pier, they are
simply carried across the road and put into the boats drawn up on the beach outside.

12.  Moreover, its proximity to the Railway Station is not so advantageous as
may be supposed, as few stores are sent from the Granary to the Railway.




a

13. I have already pointed out the inconvenience which would be oceasioned
jco Commapders of Ships landing Provisions with Troops. Instead of sending the;
in a boat direct to the Granary under their own eye, they would be compellcdo if thz
Granary was placed inland to send some responsible party with the Stores who’would ‘

have to walk a long way in the sun to the Commissariat Office.

. _14. I fully coincide with the President of the Sanitary Commission in t]
opinion that the Granary is an unsightly building, and 1 recently su«m:;tcd t tlle
the Committee which has been cxamining our system of storing suc{:lé;s th (: hle
exira space which will be requircd when the Bankshall is given up rl;l;nht bzra o
advantageously provided for by the erection of an upper story along thz frontmeSt
of the Granary, this would yiceld the necessary accommodation for Teq and otl?Z:
valuable Stores and would enable the Building to contrast favorably with the Build-

ings on the beach.

Referred, t.vith Proceedings of Government, No. 4060, dated 15th November
éf&l, for special rfaport on the capabilities of the Grand Jail as g Commissariat
ore by the Committee appointed for the mspection of the Commissariat Stores.

No. 2481, dated 20

])epaltn‘JéL
the hor.
20t Juiy 1864, appointing u
now to submit our Proceedings.
2. The verification of t!

FEROR NEFA N

":,-\andﬁ*opoatcd and minute inspection of Godowns, and C‘orﬁ-
e mewesnenns, lave all occupied considerable time - ;

Report of the Committee may be cl(:ndensed, Gove:nfnlll::ljt, i: ];(:sjll:l‘gevt(ﬁatn;uc}l the
have b'ecn spared by them to arrive at a right conclusion, whether ,as reg :lpm}rlls
Committee’s review of the late Mr. Norfor’s Reports ; thei; remarks on thbm-'s' t ,
state of the Commissariat Stores and Buildings, or t,heir recommendati N ef:mtmg
future storage and protection of Government property. onefor the

3. Commencing wit Norfor’ i
: g h‘ Mr. Norfor’s Reports, the Committee would obscrve
that 1t was not. under anv Fivenmectania, £ 1. AN N

It was little likely, wl.
; ] TN Ly a
‘ong pr. xperien: m active and ¢ SQtevo.
sceper Leucrul, wo.
as far as p‘(->s51ble, all v wppeared to be working mischievously in his Departmelitl
4.‘ Circumstances as will hereafter be pointed out for bad, and must cont"nue.
g) forbid, any .Store-keepcr doing more than attempt a partial amelioration unless
, Tden . ¢ )
overnment vu.ll itself supply the remedy, by authorising a change in the Buildines
as they now exist. © °

Mr. Norfor's Reporis 8tk 5 Y
Novenber 1865 Lk 5. Mr. Norfor states that he notices some articles

graph 8. of provisions, which being damaged, should be sold.

o

-
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8. Inanswer to this, the Committee would observe that no damaged provisions
were found by them; and they have ascertained, when there are any such they are
invariably destroyed, which they consider to be the only proper course. Mr.
Norfor’s remark is however suggestive that this is one not generally adopted in the
Trade ; and they consider it therefore desirable, on Sanitary grounds, to notice it.
Paragraphs 12, 13 & 14. 7. Inanswer to paragraphs 12,13 and 14, the

Committee observe that there teing now no stock of
Grain kept up, 10 1s wnuceessary to enter on that subject. The Granary godowns
in which Mr. Norfor found so much to object to, appear now to beused for purposcst
totally different to what they then were appropriated, with the exception that Salt
provisions are still keptin the better godown of the Quadrangle, and these, were
found in every respect in excellent order. The Committee however, with the view
of economising space, strongly advise Horses being crected in these godowns, a
recommendation in accordance with that of Mr. Norfor, and which his own long
experience doubtless induced him confidently to advocate.

8. The whole of the Godowns in the Granary Quadrangle requirc alterations,
as will be hereafter pointed out in this Report, when the general question of accom-
modation is entered into.

9. The Building spoken of as ¢ a long lean to godown, in which Porter was
very badly stowed,” is not very accurately described, as the impression is left that
the Porter was actually lying unraised from the carth. The godown is in fact paved
with Granite; and this must have passed unobserved by Mr. Norfor, in consequence
of its being at the time covered, an inch or two deep with loose sand.

10. ~hs Comamitten do not recsmend any eapense being gone to, $ost.nler-
ing this godown suitable for Porter, provisions or other stores requiring extra care
in their protection. From its size, and the proximity of the Granary (so called) in
which it stands, to the Beach, it is exceedingly well adapted for the stowage of Water
Casks ; of these it will hold 250, being the larger portion of the number which
should be kept up filled, and which after careful consideration, the Committee would
limit to 450. The Committee would at the same time obscrve that, although they
believe this number will be ample, yet as Water Casks are never so carcfully pre-
served as when filled, they sce no objection to its being exceeded, if space is, at any
time, available.

Vide letter from Controller, 11. As Government may wish to be informed of
gtk June 18G4 J—and y o orounds on which the Committee differ in opinion
letter from R. W. Norfor, g P
Esq., 16th January 1863, on this matter with the Controller of Military Accounts,
o the Controller. they beg to offer the following observations :—

1s¢.—They have ascertained, by careful inquiry, thatfrom 25 to 30 Coopers
is the greatest number that can be relied upon, in an emergency, as being obtainable
in the market, to make up Water Casks. Each new Cask, it has been determined
by actual obscrvation, would take one man four days to make ; or, if Shaken Casks are
put together, one man could complete one in a day. The number of Casks now re-
commended by the Committce to be maintained, is greatly in diminution of what
has been hitherto kept up, but still sufficient to enable the Commissariat Depart-
ment at once to commence with the stowage of any Vesscls that may be taken up as

Transports.

2nd.—It must be borne in mind, that in laying in supplies on boardship
for Troops, Water must be the first article stowed ; and the delay caused by having
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no supply at hand, with which to cO®Tmence operations, might be attended with in-.
convenience—if not danger to the Public service, The Committee observe fhat tha
Ordnance Department can, on an

1 Jopal il 'O thaa

Shake
the ar
Uosliat

Esq, 15th Januwary 1865), . Torterooesuunniea ikl ULe 1ea
to the Coutroller of op was rcmove'd; 1n May 1863, from the Godown objected
Pt‘"?/ F H}anfe- . to by Mr. Norfor as unfit for its due preservation; and
aragra — . y ¢

graphs o and G. the stock %1 hand, when inspected by the Committee,
' S appeared X1 excellent order, and well stowed. At the
time the Committce examined this Godlown it contained Hospital Clothing, which

. o

appeared dry, and in good order. M ’he Committee concur with Mr. Norfor, in

thinking it very desirable that this Gocdown should be better ventilated ; but they

1.
o not‘ recommend the ¢ rooff, nor doors should he
on the
s, would be we 1
Mo N A T A, i
Store:

-*0 the Committ: o H:
-+ the su’ apply to the )
stock bes o © Thesepr zuisvary - -
-en rather wie Cemy et uver-esﬁm:ated', anu BUPPUIL B UssCIUoIL DY 1acTs SO

m?answerab}e that the Committee are cor mpelled to admit that the supplics main-

tained of this nature are not in excess of ~ requirements

No. 2822, Minutes of Con- i T i
g et Julg}f] . 4. W hilst on thfe sub_]ec:t of probable excessive

ST e otments, #he Committee, with a view to cconomise

space, but bearing in mind the Order of €5 overnment which directed a three months’

supply of Salt provisions invariably to hea maintained, also applied to the €

sary General for his opinion as to whetheor, “under the altoved eivemmctar..

uot now be advisable to recommend g .

£ L Al v .
ns the ¢ 5 subject is
; o due inquiry awongsi the L.
eommn: S 1 DS S T PP

hanced rates, yet a large saving might g, LT e T Ay v
» Yet a large saving might ac crue, in various ways, from a redaction in
the stock of this article.

P ‘x(‘f{ggf’fn};ﬁ of Ng_"d;gs‘:f 15. The Committee now proceed to lay before
dated 20th July 1864, and Government  the result of their verification of the
f};ﬁ:iﬁ‘;ﬁ;&' (Z'der,-,éviys%’i%)l, Arrack, ar.ld the conclusions they have arrived at as to

v Augus + the quantitiog of that supply, and also of Porter, that

should heroyfiter be maintained ; and to offer their

]

recommendations, as to the entire rc-arrangement of the Buildings at present used
for the accommodation of these supplies.

16. The Committee completed the verification of Arrack (Colombo and
Batavia) in Store on the 9th September last, and found it to be as follows :—

Gals. Drs.
Colombo Arracl: 109,023 9
Batavia y 25,076 13

Between the 1st and 9th of September, the only transaction which took place, as
per an Official memorandum handed to the Committee by the Store-keeper General,
was an issue of Gallons 1,625, Drams 22 of Batavia Arrack ; adding that therefore,
to the previously named quantity, there was Arrack in Store, 1st September 1864.
Gals. Drs.

Colombo Arrack 109,023 9

Batavia gy , 26,701 35
On referring to the Return furnished to the Examiner of Commissariat Accounts, by
the Store-keeper Geencral, for August 1864, the Committee find that, on the 31st of
that month, there was supposed to be in Store;

Colombo Arrack... 107,165 Gals. 283 Drs.

Batavia do. ... ..................... 24465 38 ,,
The result consequently is that, on the last named date, there wasa surplus of
Arrack as follows, viz:—

Of Colombo Arrack 1,857 Gals. 20} Drs.

Of Batavia  d« 2,935 ,, 3’7

Total surplus... 4,003 ,, 174 ,,

—_—

The above shews results as they stood on the 1st September 1864; the
Committee have not therefore deemed it necessary to attempt to unravel the errors
alluded to by the late Mr. Norfor in the 4th paragraph of his letter of the 9th Febru-
ary 1863. As truly remarked by the Controller in the 13th paragraphof his Report
of June 1864, there could be no agreement between the discordant data given—
stock having been taken at one time, and the results compared with the Returns of
three months’ later date.

The practice described in paragraph 5 of the late Mr. Norfor’s letter of 9th
February 1863, is correct, showing how Arrack is received into Store, and diluted
before issue.

The Committee also concur in his remarks, in paragraphs 6 and 7, showing
that a continual wastage is going on by evaporation, and by loss of strength from
evaporation ; but for this there is of course no remedy.

What per Centage of wastage, from both causes, isreally incurred can only
be properly determined by experiments carefully made; and these the Committee
consider should be conducted departmentally, both at the Presidency and at Out-
stations, for a series of, say, three years.

The Committee do not think any practical good would result from experi-
ments being separately made with rcference to the two causcs of wastage, ¢iz., loss

by evaporation, and loss by the weakening of the spirit, conscquent on evaporation.
17. The Committee cannot but consider the result of the verifieation of the

Arrack to be highly satisfactory, and very creditable to Conduetar Dair who. for

N
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the la:st four. years, has had charge of this particular branch, and, notwithstanding
the d1ﬁ.‘icult1es he has labored under, has bestowed upon it the ereatest pains. Tho
Committee would observe that, in testing the Arra.

~ral of ti

s of th
Rw:‘ | I

l be placedd on a ca.

1

tor wmvestigation by observing that both the Ofiiciating Examiner of Commissariat
. .

Accounts and (,(.)mnnssanat Store-keeper are perfectly satisfied with the correctness

of the above verification ; and that, with a fair goal to start from, no errors or dis-

crepancies, not easily to be accounted for, should Lenenf, il 1 R
) O orth ercep 1to this :
ant branch of Commissariat stock. P 15 import

N ?O. The Committee have carefully gone into the stock of Ale and Porter, for

y —
tiplication of places of storage, at a considerable distance from each other, under
the control of the same establishment, tends largely, in a variety of ways, to in-
crease expenses, and operates unfavorably in securing close and efficient supervision.
The extensive Sheds of the Baukshall, which are now falling rapidly into dis-repair,
have hitherto been used for the stowage of filled Water Casks, the cutting up and
stowage of Timh f= staves of Casks, and for gencral purposes of the Department.
« A small Ground Plan is at- The ground alone, which covers an area of about
boriToodd, 25,584* square feet, must, not only from its extent, but
also from its situation so close to the sea, and of such
great convenience for Mercantile purposes, be of large value, and would doubtless go
far to compensate Government for any expense they might be disposed to incur in
the alteration of old and erection of new Buildings, with a view to improve the
Commissariat storage and superintendence.

25. The attention of the Committee was particularly called by Government
to the subject of Arrack and Malt Liquor; and whilst on that of the Buildings it
appears appropriate and requisite, again to recur to these supplies, more especially
so with reference to the remark in paragraph 22, as to their incfficient storage and
preservation. The confusion that reigned in the Godowns was doubtless very

’s supply is divided into four consion- great, and much to be deprecated. The Malt Liquor Godown being quite full, a

quantity of Porter Casks were lyiny m- tnesame Godown with the Arrack Vats;
and both here and in the regular Porter Godown, Casks belonging to the Malt

AN LVER Y

‘L amount which may be remaini

’nt of «: o 1 . : :
‘ed for : Ziquor Contractors were lying together with those of the Commissariat ; whilst Vats
of Arrack belonging to the Collector of Madras were also in *"~ <:n¢ Store-room,
“" S e G)llvunv e tho suivuddes Ui dh r!u.&'\:k\,u ‘:,\,u.rv.zafw‘rj Tnanady Iee AClene o T 111‘51:;
ﬂ.léu supplies direct ; and i n of con- 96. The remedy for this state of things the Committee believe to be in an
— ey ey g ke ents and st erefore entire change in the system hitherto adopted, and a partial alteration and re-con-
Btam.)k . o t may be as well to men-~ struction of the Store-rooms, as shewn in the accompanying Plan, which,- under
SZ_‘;';:; mgﬂd Aiangoon.) oL tat, only last year, the Commissary General was their dircctions, Captain Hawkes has obligingly furnished them with.
Cannanore. requested by the Authorities at Kampteo to make 97. The Committee have ascertained that the number of Vats now maintained,

arraugements for the consignment for that Station being
sent to Madras, in consequence of the difficulty of procuring carriage direct fronol
Bombay. This is however a difficulty that must altogether cease with the introduc-
tion of carriage by Rail, and need not therefore be taken into account, in the arrange-

[RTWREY NN SO TP |

is greatly in excess of the number required ; many of them were built upwards of
half a century ago, and have long been surplus to the wants of the Department;
forty Vats are clearly all that are required, (viz. thirty-five filled and five SPa.re,) an
opinion in which the Commissary General coincides; and he also concurs with the
Committee in their recommendation that the remainder, with the exception of seven

cutering on the subject of the proposed arrangements for th. required by the Abkarree Department, and under charge of the Collector of Madras,

. vcular articles of Cor 7 it ~plies and s* > the Comunities should be either broken up and sold, or distributed to those stations up-country,
to lay before Governn. ~ & view the, ... taken of the which can conveniently receive them.
means for t}leir .preservatio? and storage. ~acraph 4 of this Report The forty required by the Commissariat can be stowed in the inner room of
| thdCd. ! ' {n:?,deq:‘ . and thc the quadrangle of the Arrack Building (as shown in the Plan,) and a space walled
to ":“it“ thatf . th?.u* 0p11310{1{‘n(>t{1}1ug off, with a separate cntrance, for the seven belonging to the Collector, who will
‘ e then be solely responsible for his own supply.
TWAALULEIILLGALAYEL UL WLIC a0 vuL D, s ]

98. The empty Arrack Pipes (425) which the Commissariat Department ussert
to be absolutely requisite for the purpose of sending off, filled, from time to time fo
out-stations, can be keptin an alley which separates two of the rooms at present
taken up with Arrack Vats, but now useless for all purposes. The Committee pro-
pose having this space covered in with a light roofing, the Lightning Conductors,
which are of an obsolete plan, altered ; and Horses erected, all this comes into the
plan that, as will be hereafter noticed, has been laid before the Engineer Officer.

23. The Buildings consist of three large quadrangles, or what may be so
termed, v7z., 1st, the Bankshall; 2nd, the Arrack and Porter Godown, with Hospital
and Clothing Stores, Commissariat Office, and what has hitherto been the Cooperage,
and Distillery ; and 3rd, the (so called) Granary.

24. The first named of the above Buildings the Committee would recommend
should be taken away from the Commissariat; there can be no doubt that the mul-

*
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29. An important, and comparatively inexpcnsive, suggestion las been
made to the Committce by Captain Hawkes for laying on water, by pipes, to the
AvrackGodown from the Custom TTanse. to which latter vluee it i< now con\'eyed

mmW‘ advantaee. rom this plan

AL L L UIT LW 0 W 1](55 I1UMW U('(:lll}i\,’!‘ L)) Buli}lhb 43iz avil otatan
Buildings standing in the same enclosure, and a fourth . .. . .. two Stor
rooms to be connected with the present main Arrack Store, by arches, piercc .
through the wall, should henccforth form the Porter Depét. 'The whole of this
Deptt should have rows of Horses to hold two Tiers of Casks, and the floor should
be packed with clean laterite gravel.

31. By the above arrangement, it has been accurately ascertained, that thei»
will be ample stowage for 2,800 IHogsheads ; and ¢ Godown, named the Dhare, at the
back of the Office, and which is at present used “or the stowage of Ale and Porter
Casks, prior to their examination !-4f¥éoAmantice, can be made available for any

" cads that RN

ware, th

kl‘ el L O -

wi nopernn

vation from damp.

'83.  The only other Godowns and Buildings, in this range, now to be noticed
are those which have hitherto been devoted to Ilospital and General Stores; the
Distillery Buildings and Cooperage.

34. The Committee do not propose to disturh the arrangements of these. T

Stores have, as hefore noticed, been found in good order, and the Store-rooms weli
adapted for their preservation ; there is however great insufficieney of room ; bat,

if Government ne Granary,
be recommended 1 ymmitte i
ot T the actaids of the g
''''' o Lintesnmaf Qesnn 1o can, i1 liu'!')'li‘.‘b" Wi,
m it ne RECPN roalane

7 -ings should now be taken down, there beiuys ne
further use for them, and the whole of the material hitherto kept up for working, be
sold, or turned to account by the Commissariat Department, as may be deemed
expedient.  The Buildings do not occupy any considerable space; but, such as it is,
it will be thrown into the Cooperage yard, which the Committec consider, with
this small addition, will be ample for its diminished operations, which, with proper
care and supervision, may be conducted in safety.

9

36. The Committee have now to offer their observations upon what may be
called the Granary range, though no longer to be appropriated to any such pur-
pose as that of storing Graiu.

-

| amresrierisgy woreve ot oneeeaeias weenoe - ... lonment of the Bankshall,
there will then remain hut two ranges complete in tnemselves, and separated from
cach othior by | along the North Beach ; both ranges bhaving
free and clear «

as Bnildines eomprisine _

: now to
enter somewhat more into detail regarding them. They are extremely faulty for
purposes of storage ; and there is insufficient space for the examination of any large
quantity of supplies which may, on an emergency, require to be shipped ; and the
Committee may here mentirm that, in the course of one of their morning’s inspec-
tions, they found at oq rgest Godown comp iotely filled with Stores and required for

145 men only; the.d undergoing examination.

ac AN L HIRIeC regaraing s Duliding aroe

- wall which divides oft a portion of Store No. L, ( Fide Ilan) to
be turown Ne~-~ voom ; arrangements to be made for its bett~~ +ntilation,
and for a = srses for the stowaoe of Salt nrovisions.

~ it S S e L E XL APIS SR AR IF ¥ ALOIU-LOG S

and the numere -which now divide it into fourteen small rooms. to he romo . !

+

Ly i

39. The Committec have called upon the Engineer Officer of the Division to
afford them the assistance of his Department in estimating the expense of the pro.
posed alterations, and Lieutenant Pennycuick, to whom the duty was entrusted,
addresses the Committee as follows :—

“I estimate, approximately, that the alterations to the present Arrack

Godown, including putting up He T T and all the

“’(\I‘L’ ‘]!eWD in the Plan il oot +E(1!:[‘: $o 4l
- will ¢
v -
1sion, tl amittee would obsc: -ence, that they
4 4 sewe period o1 uicw ", been at the Licud ot

and from the practical expc...n. . they have obtained, thc,
‘ e, their belief, that no Commissariat Stere-korver. can wis
I8 o

able a nature as those that at the lowest estimate must be maintained at the Presi-
dency, in their existing confused, and overcrowded state; and if the only remedy
to be found appears costly, they fully belicve that Government will be more than
reimbursed for any outlay, by a large diminution of the departmental charges of
various kinds, especially in those which result from the frequent replacement of
damaged and unserviceable Stores.

. = A
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From the Committce on Commissariat Stores, Madras, 26th January 1865; to the
Sceretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George.
In accordance with the Orders of Government, the Committee on Commissariat
Stores having carefully inspected the Criminal side of the Grand Jail, has now the
honor to forward its Report thereon.

2. Making every allowance for the inconvenience to uic Commissar.at Depart-
ment by removing its Stores to a new situation, the Committee is of opinion that
the Cells would, with some alteration, be admirably adapted for Store-r ms, while
by pulling down several unnecessary walls and useless Buildings, there would be
ample space for the erection of any number of additional Sheds or Store-houses, that
could possibly be required.

3. By improving the entrance on the North side so as to meet the road imme-
diately in front, Stores could be conveyed straight to the beach, and a tramway
would render this a matter of no difficulty.

4. With regard fo paragraph 2 of the Commissary General's letter, the Com-
mittee would observe that, several partition walls between the Cells ~hould be re-
moved, this would add to their size and compactness, and though the walls are thick
and arched, this seems of no consequence if the accommodation br " \fficient.

»~

. .
5. With regard to paragraph 3, the Committee did not c. kur the flooring
objectionable, or such as could not be easily remedied. "

6. As the objection rulsed N PATAYTAPI DN graling RTSIRE. N,
much importance, the Committee carefully considered it. No campness whatever
cither in the Cells or court-yards or on the walls or flooring being observable, the
Jailor was asked if he could explain why such existed when the Commissary Gene-
ral inspected the place. He stated that, on the morning of Colonel Hill’s visit, the
Prisoners had been removed, and not being particular as to the quantity of filth they
left behind them, it had been necessary to wash out the whole place thoroughly, and
it was in an undried state when the Commissary General saw it ; this would no doubt
justify such a conclusion. The Jailor added that the Cells were particulariy dry,
and Colonel Boileau has informed one of the Members of the Committee, that, in the
various propositions for improvement suggested by the Medical Officers before the
arrival of the Salem prisoners, the question of dampness was never raised.

7. With regard to paragraph 6, though Bomb-proof buildings without venti-
lation, are no doubt such as the Commizsary General describes, yet, here the venti-
lation is so good, that a dense steamy heat cannot exist.

8. The Committee did not consider itself called on to ascertain what altera-
tions would be necessary to make the Jail suitable for a Commissariat Depdt, these
would chicfly consist in pulling down and removing, and in the ercction of additional
Buildings. There is a large piece of ground adjoining the North entrance and
belonging to the Jail, which would be of great service, particularly for a Cooperage,
should Government consider it advisable to erect new Buildings for the purpose ;
and there are two Reservoirs, one immediately outside and one inside the walls, both
of seven Wells’ water, which would be exceedingly convenient for Commissariat
purpose.
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9. The Committee iy unununously of opinion that the Criminal side of the
Grand Jail can be made quite suitable for the reception of Stores, and with altera-
tions and additions. be casily ennverted into an execllont Commissariat Depét.

Por ‘'ommissariat Office and which, if
> in their last Report are carri:

Referred, with their former letter dated 28th November 1864, to the Commis-
sary General, for early report.
2. Colonel Hill is requested to submit his remarks on the papers in question,
prior to his departure for Hyderabad.
28th January 1865.

From the Commissary General, Madras, 31st January 1865, No. 8500; o the

Scerotary to Government, Military Depi -~ ¢, Fort &+ 7
S . , N
o i
orv sl .
:c plans approved L.
G(‘ Ty 18¢

Secretary to in,rnment, Military Denartment, I'ort Saint (reorge.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Report of the Committoe
on the suitability or otherwise of the Grand Jail as a Commissariat Store, forwarded
with your endorsement of the 28th instant.

2. 1 cannot but treat with the greatest consideration the opinion of a Com-
mittee that has so laboriously investigated the whole subject of the Storing of Com-

R AT throughout the mqu“y .. .
e e oAt apy plans for o Gua s
may have co o lav he .
¢ supmit, howev thiC LCPOrt NOW Ul
W, oot the objections jrinced outin - oo

1984,  The prineinal ohicctioms were -—

(2.) The unsuitability of bomb-proof buildings for Stores.
(3.) The inconvenient means of aceess to a large number of the rooms,
and above all others

(4.) The unsuitability of the situation of the Jail for shipping and land-
ing Stores.
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4. In answer to the objections I made as to the damp and unwholesome look
of the place, the Committee remark, that the Jailor explained that the dampness on
the occasion of my visit was in consequence of the rooms, &c., having been wasked
out. In this, however, the Jailor was in error, my visit was paid within a very
short time of the departure of the Convicts, and with the exception of one Court-
'yard, no cleansing had taken place, and of this, I saw most unmistakeable proofs.

5. Moreover, an occasional washing would not have given the Court-yard the
thick deposit of green vegetation, which I saw, and which was doubtless removed

before the present Committee inspected it.

6. I also pointed out the unsuitability of bomb proof Buildings as Store-rooms,
and the Committee in the 7th paragraph of their Report endorse this opinion, but
state that, as these Cells are well-ventilated, the dense steamy heat cannot exist, they
have, however, apparently overlooked the
7th paragraph of my Report,* in which I
pointed out that, although the Cells had
hitherto been rendered habitable by removing all doors and windows and substitut-
ing iron gratings, stil if these are to be converted into Store-rooms, the doors and
windows must be re-placed, and all ventilation would be entirely excluded.

* No. 803, dated 24th November 1864.

7. 1 have had personal experience of the irjury done to Stores by the moist
steamy heat invariably generated in bomb proof Buildings, as a case in point, the
Jaulnah Stores were of this nature and even after a great expense had been

incurred in alivialisng the tampesaturn bl remained almost unbearable, whilst
similar bomb proof Buildings at Cannanore have recently been condemned as quite

unsuited for Stores.

8. Neither must it be overlooked that the value of the Stores to be provided
for is very great. The Salt-meatis very costly, the Teais on ay gyerage worth two
lacs of Rupees, and other Stores in proportion, and it would fas#anifestly unwise
to remove such perishable articles from the present excellent situation to Buildings
in no way suited for their preservation.

9. The Committee do not touch on the difficulty of access to most of the
Cells, but observe “ that by pulling down several unnccessary walls and useless
¢ buildings, there would be ample space for the erection of any number of ad-
¢ ditional Sheds or Store-houses that could possibly be required,” but they do not
appear to have estimated how much stowage room would remain after the useless
portions had been removed, and how many new rooms would have to be erected.

10. If space for the erection of Buildings and a Cooperage is all that is
required, this might be obtained in a locality not so entirely unsuited to Commis-
sariat requirement, as is the present Jail.

11. The above objcctions are, however, of comparatively minor importance,
when contrasted with the extreme unsuitability of the situation of the Jail for the
special purposes for which the Dep6t is required, ¢z., for the shipping and landing
of Stores.

12. This, which is the most impdrtant question of all, is not cven touched
upon by the Committee.

A
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13. A mere Store-house is not all that is required, the chief value of the

present Granary is its use as a Depit for shipping and landing Stores as pointed
in my letter, No. 153, dated 10th A , B pointed out

N U I R

1 would
we the Stores to
s !

LRVS L1

B . d forafew
the large amount of Stores
« small For. ‘nland situation like the

T "7 'magined.
1. AL UG LCORImITee s OpIon (Wiich appears to have been given solely with
reference to the suitability of the Jail as a Store and not as a Deptt for landing and
shipping Stores) is accepted and carried out, the Commissariat would be trans;"’erred
from a situation in which it can efficiently carry on its duties, and which at a cost
of.15,000 Rupees could be made thoroughly serviceable, to a spot removed half a
nile from the beach to godowns in my opinion utterly unsuited for Stores, and for

the repair and enlargement of which a sum of money, far greater than that mentioned
ahove would have to be expended.

t, 8th >
careful consideration of the cd in the forezoing papers,

1d Jail ‘ore

Y

2. The Department of Public Works will issue the necessary instructions for
the preparation, in communication with the’ Commissary General, of Plans and
Estimates for the work in question, including provision for the entrance on the
North side, as proposed in paragraph 3 of the Committee’s Report, as well as for
the Tramway leading to the Beach.

3. It being desirable that the Granary premises should be vacated as early as

possible  the wwivisiin f wwweate accommodation for the Prisoners on the Civil
SKL - - . ey consideration in the Judicial Department,
m View to the 1@ prem. lable for a Commissariat D.

as early as practicable. Meanwhile, in submitting the Plans and Estimates called for,
’th'e probable date at which the Criminal portion of the Grand Jail can be taken over
will be -« ° o R the Granary Buildings
prmed CPOL LS FCPOITCH ULy 10E UUC UprLLIuLL
~© the Granary having been thus disprsvu vs, e wvoser o
s grmen e we consider the oarlioe Renart of the Committee. dated 2th
November 1864, above recorded.

5. In paragraph 24 of their Report, the Committee recommend that the
Bankshalls should be vacated by the Commissariat Department, as soon as the new
D‘_’Pat i3 ready, or earlicr, if practicable. The Governor in Council approves of
this recommendation which will be carried into effect accordingly.
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t. Tn paragraphs 25 to 32, the Committec report on the existing storage
arrangements for Arrack and Malt Liquor, and recommend certain additions
and alterations to improve the Building thus occupied. Before disposing finally of

tee,

these suggestions, the Governor in Council resolves to remit for consideration in the \~ '
Revenue Department, the question of a complete separation of the Collector’s Arrack \; N
from that of the Commissariat Department, the continuance of a combined systcm &L

of Storage for these Departments appearing to Government to be undesirable.

7. Referring to paragraphs 83 to 35 of the Report, Government observe
that, hereafter, provision for the Hospital and General Stores will be made
in the new Depit. The Distillery Buildings may, however, be removed, and the
material turned to account as proposed—the site of the future Cooperage will be
fixed in communication with the Commissary General, in preparing the Estimates
now ordered.

8. The best acknowledgments of Government are due to the Committee, for
the careful and complete manner in which the duty entrusted to them has been
performed.

(True Extract.)

1/7//////11 ¢ e /.7/{‘;‘/

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Commmittee on Commissariat Stores,
,, Commissary General.

” lie Works Depart: B ‘
"'*7,“}}$iieial Department. -« « - 3’7»«;‘3 f}iw

», Revenue Department.

» Controller of Military Accounts.

» Military Accountant.

,» Examiner Pay Department.

»» Examiner of Commissariat Accounts.

,y President Sanitary Commission,

sy Inspector General of Ordnance,w

y»y Quarter Master General, ... ..... ~for information.
y» Adjutant General, ... |
,y DBarrack Master, ..... J

Exd. W. Regel.
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