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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
10¢h Junuary 1865.

Read the following papers :—

No. 61. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails, to the Honorable
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Ootacamund, 5th December 1864, No. 364.

1 have the honor to forward two petitions to Her Majesty the Queen, from State
S50 Cassim, prisoners confined in the Jail at Cudda-
* Madoosowen. lore, together with the letter of Mr. Ellis

the officer in charge of the Jail.

From G..ELLIS, Esq., Session Judge of Cuddalore; to J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General
of Jails ; dated Cuddalore, 18th November 1864, No. 11.
c I have the honor to forward, herewith, two
1. Syed Cassim, convict in Calendar 6 of 1840 of Court of oyt ' .

thi Agent to the Governor of Fort Saint GeOrlge in 9}\3_9@_95 petations, addressed to Her Maj esty, by the two

9. Madoosowen, convict in Calendar No. 47 of 1840 5f Court  Spate prisoners noted in the margi s
of the Agent to the Governor of Fort Saint Georgein Gan- _, P e margin, praying for
liberation from confinement. The applicants’

jam.
conduct in Jail has always been good.

To Her MosT Gracrous Masesty ALEXANDRINA VICTORIA,

Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the
Uolonies, Dependencies thereof, in Europe, dsia, Africa, America,
and Australia, Defender of the Faith, London.

The humble petition of SYED CASSIM, a convict under-
going imprisonment for life, in the Zillah Jail at Cudda«
lore, in the East Indies,in Calendar No. 6 of 1840, of
Court of the Agent to the Governor of Fort Saint George

. in Guntoor,
Most HumMBLY SHEWETH,

That with every sentiment of humility, respect, and veneration due to you Majesty's august
person, your petitioner ventures the liberty of addressing your Majesty on a subject which he
trusts will speak for itself.

2. That in the year of our Lord 1840, your petitioner was charged, with eight others, with
belonging to gangs of thugs in the District of Guntoor, in the East Indies, and sentenced, by the
late Court of Fouzdary Udalut of Madras, to be imprisoned for life, in the Cuddalore Zillah Jail,
with hard labor in irons. ' '

3. That your petitioner was a peaceable cultivator of Soonampaur, a village in the Taluq
of Mylarum, in the Zillah of Guntoor, in the East Indies. That your petitioner, with all the
principal inhabitants of the village, was decoyed away from their homes by the subordinate Offi-
cers of the Revenue Department, with a view to the identification of some thugs who escaped
from the hands of the Magisterial authorities. That neither the Collector of that District nor
any of his subordinate officers, before whom petitioner and the aforesaid inhabitants were paraded,
were able to recognize any thugs among them, whereupon petitioner with the inhabitants afore-
said, were sent to the Resident of Hyderabad for recognition, where there was apprehended a
thug, who promised to point out to the Resident those who shared the pillage of thuggee with
him. On amiving at Hyderabad, petitioner, and about twenty other inhabitants, were paraded
before the Resident, and the captured thug was brought to point out who were with him. He
pointed out five Mussulmen thugs, who acknowledged their guilt, and sentence of imprisonment
for life was passed on them. All the other inhabitants were acquitted, save nine ryots, includ-
ing petitioner, who were suspected of thuggee and kept in prison in Hyderabad, pending appre-
hension of other thugs. That your petitioner was kept in prison ‘under trial, for a term of six
months, after the expiration of which period, no other thugs were captured. During the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmenth
10tk January 1865, ,

interim, the six aforesaid thugs were sent to Vizag,
thugs, for whom diligent search was being made all :va
fx;xd a;; vari(eity of other suspicious travellers, were ar
ideni )f’ .an about one hundred were pointed out as havin i i
j;l;?:r;::& ;1?; :red;ii;?g their sta.temex'lts, t!xe one hundredi::::rril::?et:;igj::eg lth'lfilem o 'the
A » incl 2 pe 1o'ner, who were in prison in Hyderabad, were broucht t V e nine
:;wh en again theAaforesmd thugs were questioned as to whether the nine b fc', o e
ey answc.ered in the affirmative, but that they entrusted plundered pr o ‘.V":"e
and the-tt, like his father, petitioner also will become a thug : wh otpon me i ion
authorities to. make a diligent and scrutinizing search of pit.itioxf::’:p}?:;
gleurz, aé;:e::;gl’::g tEoth.mg Wa.s found ; but Illotwithstand‘ing_, upon the bare evidence of these s
Fo:zdm. o ¢ nine px.'lsone.zrs, including petitioner, were sentenced. b the la ot of
. . y Udalut of Madras, to imprisonment for life, in the Cuddalore Zil , y i o of
ouadar e Zillak Jail, with hard labor
. .4- That from the facts of the case and the evidence recorded i ings
g} :ilsl Sa,i;;f);la;' ;iz:oﬁ{et;g)tner ?v?,s not a thug, fmd never committeildtztxtgzz:rgi?gﬁztg ihOf t?e'm%
& tha petitioner would, like his father, become g th R
hending that the predictions of the thugs may probably be re;liz d o
to the same punishment as a thug. o aeeonding
5. That the administrators of your Majesty’s Government ; i
the Natives of India as a nation of professional liars, W n Tadia b

patam, for the purpose of recognizing other
er the country. Pedlars, jugglers, pilgrims,
rested and paraded before these thugs for

atam, and
also thugs,
er’s father,
no time was lost by the
se, for the plundered pro-

and the Court, appre-
ly, sentenced petitioner

ave always looked upon

i and yet, upon th i
those adminstrators have not scrupled to condemn to prepetual ,Sla,fe;; miﬁ;ogie? 163 of zuch a race,
. innocent man,

as petitioner.
6. That your petitioner, after condemnation, havine b
" : i , g been sudd [ i
ig)(;;l 2;::1:;» i”f{ii?v“ Native country, to a prison, where he could izltyn;‘,:lf:rﬁ?ist;fu dl?lt .
» SP g erfmt language from that spoken there, precluded petiti - .under-
a.I>I)1'(37p1'1a"t[‘(;1 representation to your Majesty’s Government, for his libertype itioner from making any
R at your petitioner was thirty year .
tam to the Zillah Jail at Cuddulore, an{Iihatsoofftaliee;vgllllinoillfelaswgoanSferred fl"om the Yizaga,pa,-
punishment, all have perished in prison. , were condemned to.the same
8. That your petitioner's general demeanour 5 i
been unexceptionable, as may be ascertained i?roln,i f(t);e t.IIl Zill::: iix)lc{e?;;s h?)ililias oen in pricom, Las
charge of the Jail during that period. ) ers Wwho have been in
9. That in the 8th Clause of your Majesty’s graci i
1858, whein your Majesty was pleased to ta‘l]:e. ipof Yo(zxurs f:’;:;l:gratézz’(i?:d fst Novemb'er
Your Ma_]est,.y W.a,s pleased to assure the Natives of India that your Majesty was ;nment s,
the same.obl'lgatmns which bind your Majesty to all your Majesty's 0};7Ler OI‘)I.nd to them by
those obligations, by the blessing of Almighty God, your Majesty shall faith et and that
ously fulfi ithfully and conscienti-
10. Relying upon this assurance of your Mo i 5 i
humbly represent that, in the Code of Pe:al laws :otr (i’:“:]‘;;o’“scryn?:i? ;, Eetllt roner ‘would mosh
than thuggee require a trial by jury, and that European thugs in these d:r e hem? us nature
as gar(ftfers," both in England and Australia, have been alwa;s tried by j > otherwise k‘nown
day.s .petmoner was tried, no jury whatever sat to give a verdict upon sgimles; yvhereas sin the.
petitioner was accused with, and petitioner’s case was quietly disposed of ugg;avatmg . ch’arge as
of Laws on thuggee. But petitioner here, with your Majesty’s permissio Heer homton's Code
and deferentially venture to ask, what British subject in England, or elsev:;; would most humbly
lessl?r doomed to imprisonment for life for any crime, without a tri;l by jur 'tereigwo?ld F)e 50 law.
ma.p}fest to-you.r Mij%ty, that the law has not taken the same unjuslt c:u.rs ut it will appear
I%rltxsh subJect,.as it has taken in petitioner’s case, and that, conformably to (:n:n];? e. cas? of a
eious I?roclztmatlon, petitioner has been most illegally condemned, by thosey hr aes ty's Gra-
administration of India in those days. ’ W cartied on the

such

oy
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s of the Madras Government, Judicinl Department,

10th January 1863.
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11. That your petitioner was sentenced in the time of the Government of the Jate Honorable
East India Company, at a time when the Indian tribunals were in their infancy, and but ill-con _
stitated, and, as that Government has now passed away, and the Government of India has been
ugust Majesty, petitioner trusts in an Almighty being, that as your Majesty’s-
er been looked upon and estcemed as the highest in civilization, freedom and
st Majesty, who rules the destinies of tens of thousands of
under whose banner, oppression and tyranny have trem-
bled for a thousand years, under whose banner thousands of slaves have had their freedom, that
your August Majesty would deign to look dowr wWith sympathy and clemency upon your Majes-
ty’s humble and innocent petitioner, who has been handed down to your Majesty’s Christian
Government, virtually, a slave, and has been so for the long space of 25 years, making a quarter
of a century, and is now nearly on the brink of going to his grave, and that your August Majesty
will be graciously pleased to allow petitioner to breathe the air of freedom, a blessing which God
hath made for the happiness of man, and, accordingly, authorize his release from captivity ; for
which act of charity and humanity, petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

CuppaLoRE Zirram Jair, 126k November 1864.

To Her Most Gracious MaJESTY ALEXANDRINA VICTORIA,
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the

Colonies, Dependencies thereof, in Europe, Asia, Africa, America,
and Australia, Defender of the Faith, London. ’

The humble Petition of MADOOSOWEN, a convict under-
going imprisonment for life in the Cuddalore Zillah Jail,
in the East Indies,in Calendar No. 47 of 1840 of Court
of the Agent to the Governor of Fort Saint George in

Ganjam,

LA ARARRARAARAAS S

Proceedin

assumed by your a
Government has ev
justice in the world, that your Augu
human creatures all over the universe,

Most Humpry SerwETH,

entiment of humility, respect, and veneration due to your Majesty’s august.

That, with every s
t, which he

person, your petitioner ventures the liberty of addressing your Majesty on a subjec
trusts will plead for itself.

2. That in the year of our Lord 1840, your petitionor was charged, with six others of his
household, with belonging to gangs of thugs in the District of Gapjam, in the East Indies, and
sentenced, by the late Court of Fouzdary Udalut of Madras, to be imprisoned for life, in the Cud-

dalore Zillah Jail, with hard labor in irons:

3. That your petitioner was a peaceable agriculturist of Shikkoo, a village in the Talugq of
Coordha in the Zillah of Ganjam, in the East Indies. That, during a direful famine which
existed in 1840, in the country around Shikkoo, there collected together hordes of savages from tl;e
surrounding villages, who, under the dissimulation of proceeding on 4 pilgrimage to Ramaseveram,
d in the village of Shikkoo aforesaid, where they formed themselves into gangs, and com_

sojourne
rmation obtained from the villagers and themselves,

mitted thuggee on the highways, From info
pointed out to the authorities two thugs, who escaped from a gang, which was arrest-

petitioner
arily tried, convicted, and sentenced to

ed in another part of the country, where they were summ

be hung along with six others.
4. To revenge this act of petitioner, they (the two thugs) resolved, by'some stratagem, tobring

petitioner into trouble, and, accordingly, prior to their execution, they solicited an interview with
their children, which was granted by the Government Agent, but what transpired, at that short in-
terview, has never been brought to light. At that remarkable interview, they conjured their
children, three lads, between 15 and 18 years of age, that, as petitioner, in having given information
which led to their arrest and conviction, was the cause of their execution, to swear that petitioner,
and six others of his household, had asbare in the spoils of their depredations, and belonged to
their gang : and after their execution, when further investigation was made asto whether there
were any more concerned in their gang, the children aforesaid, remembering their father’'s vindic-
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tive edict, and feeling certain that the same would
six others of his family did also belong to their

e o
S

Procure conviction, perjured that petitioner and

gang; whereupon, the late Court of Fouzdary
Udalut of Madras, in their finding, arrived at the conclusion that petitioner and 8ix others did

belong to the gang of thugs, and, accordingly, sentenced petitioner and six o
for life, in the Cuddalore Zillah Jail, with hard laber in irons,

5. Thatat the trial which took place in Ganjam in petitioner’s case, in the Court of the Agent
to the Governor in Ganjam, petitioner spoke a dialect of the Ooriyah language, which was neither
understood by the presiding Judge nor his Interpreter. The Proceedings were conducted in
Telugu, a tongue which petitioner did not understand, and the defence made by petitioner wag
quite uninteliigible to the Court. ‘ . ‘

6. That the administrators of your Majesty’s Government in India have
and dear bought expericnce, that the Natives of India g'enerally are a nati‘on
upon the vindictive and preconcerted falsehoods of petitioner’s enemies, faith
upon them by the late Court of Fouzdary_Udalut of Madras,
tallied with each other’s, and petitioner was remorselessly conder

7. That your petitioner, after condemnation, having
800 miles from his own Native country, to a prison where he could not make himself properly
understood, speaking a different language from t?lat ’spoken there, precl.uded petitioner from
making any appropriate representation to your Majesty’s Government for his release,

-8, That your petitioner was a lad of eighteeen years of: age when he wa
the Ganjam to the Cuddalore Zillah Jail, and 'that of‘ tlle. six others
condemned to the same punishment, all have perished in prison.

9. That petitioner’s general demeanour, for th.e last 24 years he has b
unexceptionable, as may be ascertained from the Jailers and theo officers w
of the Jail during that period. '

10. That in the 8th Clause of your Majesty’s Gracious P.roclama
ber 1858, when your Majesty was pleased t.o take upon your Majest .

r Majesty was pleased to assure the Natives of India that your .Ma.]esty was b.ound to them
YOU‘ aJme obligations which bind your Majesty to all your Majesty’s other subjects, and that
:lzo::eo:;ligations, by the bLlessing of Almighty God, your Majesty shall faithfully ang conscienti-
Ous’ylil‘ljlﬁl'i‘hat relying upon this sanguine assurance of your Most (?racious
would most bumbly represent that, in the Code of PenalﬂLaws for India, . .
nature than thuggee require atrial by jury, and tha.t European thugs, m.these c.]ay's, otherwise
known as “garotters,” both in Europe and Australasia, have been al\va:)'s tried b'Y juries : whereas
in the gloomy days that petitioner was tried, no jury th-atever sat tc? give a ver(%xct upon 50 grave

ion as petitioner was charged with, and petitioner here th.h your Majesty’s permission,
o accusath;l bly and respectfully venture to ask, what British subject in England or elsewhere,
WO_u‘d mo?t mmoz’ld be so lawlessly doomed to imprisonment for life, for any crime, without a
b(?mg : -mm(;r,Awd it will appear evident to your Majesty that the law has never taken the same
tn?l by 'n tlhe case of a British subject, as it has taken in petitioner’s case, and that,
unjust Soitree ": Majesty’s Gracious Proclamation, petitioner, though innocent, has been most
f.greeably to gouned be those who carried on the administration of India in those d
illega 1y COI}]] oo ur’ etitioner was sentenced in the time of the Government of the late Honorable
East lli'diaTC:;J;:mylj at a time when the Indian tribunals were so ill-constituted, as shewn in para-

his petition, and as that Government has now passed away, and the G‘overnme'nt of India
B fp red ox’fer to your August Majesty, petitioner trusts in an Almighty Being, that as
bes been ’trans' e(l;‘rovernment has ever been locked upon and esteemed as the highest.ir.x civiliza-
your MaJ(;Sty ind justice in the world, that your August Majesty who rules the .destlmes of tens
P sm,f human lives all over the universe, under whose banner oppression and tyra.nn.y
of thousanbli(fil for a thousand years, under whose banner thousands of slaves have had their
gz:fl(:;f,mthat your August Majesty would deign to look down with some sympatly and com-

thers to imprisonment

found, from long
of liars, and yet
had been plaged
simply because thejr evidence
nned to imprisonment for life.
been suddenly deportéd to a distance of

s transferred from
of his relatives, who were

een in prison, has been
ho have been in charge

tion, dated 1st Novem-
y the Government of India,

Majesty, petitioner
crimes of a far less heinoug

ays.
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i iti n to

miseration upon your Majesty’s humble and mnocelnt petlbl(;n;er,bz:: Sl;a:():);cf: ]:::cls;i cclo:f .
isti i and has , g ,

ean S Chnst“anof(';: ‘(,:Zrnnt:;‘:;t;.:(llrth;laznrfl;,:lej;e;vithstood every misery and' suffe:\ring that
foms l'lea'rly \ qular e; during sur:'ivinrr six others in his case, who have perithed in pnson,'am:
s oope> :/IO 'ent v;ouid be graz::iously pleased to allow petitioner to bl‘l‘?ﬂthe the air o
trosi” Alllgu?t g aJheiE::lir God hath ordained for the happiness of man, and accordingly authorize
f:i:e;ieol:s: b fz:sl:l‘:i:; act oi’ charity and humanity, petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

CuppaLorE ZiLran JaIv, 12¢h November 1864.

62 From G. ELLIS, Esq., Session Judge of Cuddalore, to thf? Honorable

NO' . A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
o 233.
ddalore, 22nd December 1864, No. . 7
W'thd:(:t?ieil;e t?) yo:n' Memorandum, No: 666, dated 20th mstant, I have the
1 tate that Syed Cassim and Madoosowen, therein alluded to, are the same

ho}lor fo s a} ?)se etition is recorded in the Procecdings of Government of 1.6th MaZ
prlsoni;‘s ‘2;7 allid that they have been inadvertently disignated “ State prisoners,
'lssii,;d Zi' “ B;nished prisoners,” in my letter to the Inspector General of J ails,
in
dated 18th ultiino.

3 9
OrpEr THEREON, 10th January 1865, No. 39, . -
e (;?he Session Judge of Cudd;lore is requested to inform convicts Syed Cassim
and Madoosowen, tha? their Memorials have been transmitted to the Secretary of

State. (True Extract).

Clief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Jails.
»  Session Judge of Cuddalore.

Exd, J. H. Burps,
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