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Proceedings of the Madras quer;zment, Judicial Department,
10th March 1865,

Read the following papers:—
No. 50. Abstract of Petition from RAMASAMY, LAKSHMANAN, and others,
residing in Chittoor, in North Areot; dated 2nd November 1864.
State that they cannot cxpress the mJustlces done by Mr. Duncan, the Jailer ai
Chittoor ; that a short time ago Mr. Duncan appointed Appavoo. one of the prisoners,

'as a maistry over all the other prisoncrs, gnd afterwards di 1 for having

taken himself a portion of the bribe whiclthe extorted from th .ers for Mr.
Duncan ; that the Jailer now extorts bribes by means of Sabapathy Moodelly and
Viswanada Pillai, the ; 5, and causcs those who refuse to give him bribes to
be beatenand v ' ' A 2 who give him bribes to ~** "¢
aml keep reading s o v v s g i OUt to work ; that every COL o -2
shliged to give him Rupees 14, or he compLuns against the thm«rs they send ; that
hese facts will be proved by the said maistry if any in 1t be oﬁ'ered to
him. I pray that Mr. Duncan may be suspended and the Peons and
others who are concerned in these affairs be punished, as great dissatisfaction at

present exists among the natives at the state of things in the Jail.

L

No. 3173 of 1864.
Referred to the Session Judge for report through the Inspector General of Jails.
~ (By Order).
Fort SaintT GEORGE, - (Signed) C. G. WALKER,
4tk January 1865. Under Secretary to Government.

No. 51. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails, to the Honorable
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saiut George ;
dated Madras, 21st February 1865, No. 543,

In returning the petition forwarded under endorsement from your office, on
the 4th January, relative to alleged abuses in the Jail at Chittoor, together with
Mr. Roberts’ report thereon, I have the honor to state that I went very fully into
the matter with Mr. Roberts, who had drawn up the details of his inquiry with great
minuteness ; that I was satisfied that the result he arrived at was correct, and that

whatever abuses there may have been it is impossible to obtain proof or satisfactory
evidence of them.

From C. A. ROBERTS, Esq., Sessior Judge of Chittoor, to J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General
of Jails ; dated Chittoor, 13th Februsry 1863, No. 2.
In reply to the Order of Government, dated the 4th ultimo, on Petition* No. 3173 of 1864,
% Herewith returned. ) I have the honor to state that the said petition
is pseudonymous. I'have been unable to discover
the petitioners in spite of various inquiries, and am led to think that the petition emanated from
the convicts themselves, or from some member of the Jail establishment.

2. 'The parties therein specified as witnesses have with one evrnrtion dax® 3 -1 T - Wh dge
of the alleged corruption on the part of the Jailer. It would ce: from
the inquiries I have made that the convicts altuded to, as unjustly favored, have been treawd with
undue leniency ; but as the Jailer has of necessity a certain latitude in th- ’
for work inside the Jail, whatever suspicions may be entertained, no corrupu .vsire vus v pivivn
against him in this respect.
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The same may be said with regard to the alleged misappropriation of grain, For 40
days in December and January last, the supplies to the convicts were by my orders

tended by the Police, and during this period the surplus of paddy. - —. ®-c., carried to tuw creuit
of Government was greatly in excess of that hitherto exhibited in ints. | am unable, and -
T believe it is impossible, to detect how much of thisun ~me perhaps sligbt

variation in the mode of measurement, in which Natives are notoriously expert. Such may have
been introduced under the influence of interested parties, and such being possible, no certain
infereni can be drawn as to the correctness or otherwise of the former accounts.

[ nder these circumstances, I can see no prospect of following up the inquiry with
any hope of a satisfactory result.

"No. 51A. OrpER THEREON, 10th March 1865, No. 377.
' To be recorded.
(True Extract).
ARBUTHNOT,
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