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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
10tk January 1865.
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Read the following papers :—

No. 48. From C. W. ‘READE, Esq., Magistrate of South Arcot, to the Homnor-
able A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf Sccretary to Government, Fort Sain¢
George ; dated Cuddalore, 24th November 1864, No. 78.

In a case of dacoity tried before the Sessions of Cuddalore this month, My, W.
Hickey was engaged for the prosecution.

2. The committing officer, Mr. Grose, recommends a higher l",:tn‘l‘(ll'l(‘l'uti()ﬂ
than the customary fec of 10 Rupees. He says ¢ the trial lasted thiee |lays, and
< required a great deal of care and attention on the part of the Vakeel.

3. From my knowledge of the importance of the case, and the care taken by

the Vakeel in its conduet before the Court, I am of opinion that Mr. Hickey should
receivenot less than 50 Rupees fee; and, a&cordin gly, Isolicit orders for the disburse-

‘ment of that amount.

No. 49. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General of Madras Police, to
the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort
Saint George; dated Kotagherry, 2ud December 1864, No. 2483.

1 bave the honor to submit the report of Licutenant Young, Assistant Sup:rin-
tendent of Police of South Arcot, on a recent gang robbery which was ably handled
by Mr. Inspector Smith, of the South
Dated 191h November 1864, Arcot Police, and Constables at his dis-
posal ; and also a covering letter* by

the Suporintcndcnt, in which he recommends certain rewards.

9. A gang of desparate characters, chicfly inhabitants of the French terni-
tory, have from time to time committed crimes in the neighbouring Taluqs of the
South Arcot District, but have hitherto cvaded justice. Some of the gang, however,
lately incurred the anger of one Vencatachella Gounden. They robbed him and
otherwise ill-treated him. To avenge himsclf he allicd himself to the gang, dis-
covered their designs on a certain house in the villaze Umburriki, and betraved
their intention to Mr. Inspector Smith.

3. Mr. Smith detached one of his own Constables, Vencatachella Moodelly,
to verify the intelligence; and the informer introduced the disguised Constable to
the gang as 2 Conjeveram dacoit. So well did Vencatachella Moodelly play his
part with the gang, that he became acquainted .with all their plans and habits of
Plunder ; ‘he continucd with the gang for some days, and learnt to know their
haunts and accomplices. Still, he contrived to convey accurate intelligence of their
movements to his Inspector, and enabled Mr. Smith to have a strong body of Police
in concealment on the spot, when the gang at length broke into the house, during
the night of the 23rd October.

4. Vencatachella Moodelly’s conduct, while with the gang, stamps him as a
man of great pluck and intelligence, and of ability as a detective officer. The
acquaintance he has picked up of the eriminal classes, both of the French territory

and of the neighbouring Talugs of South Arcot, and their accomplices and labits,
snust nrove invaluable to the authorities in suppressing erime,
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5. Vencatachella Moodelly accompanied the gang to the scene of the dacoity

on the night of the 23rd October. There,

N. B.—A most n\mnrk.nMe { ,.r'«_s case 18 t!:at the *\[r IIlSI)CCfOI' Smithwas lyiﬂg' in wait V\'lth
dacoity was planted for the previons night, the night of . i A .
the 22ud October, and Mr, Smith had b 11 men. 1 he gang burst into the hOUbe’_
and Vencatachella Moodelly was at hig past with the gang . . . -
that night, in enticipation “cf the affair coming ¢ft. The and, lighting their torches, were commen
gang agsembled, but some of the robhers ot too drunk . ) .
for work at tho rendeavous, and the design hadto bo pest-  €ing the loot, when the Police rushed
poned till next might. Bat Vencatachella Moodelly and

o apprise the Inspcetor of the ©N them, and a violent and sanguinary
" change 8o judicionsly, that he was enabled to withdraw . R . : - F
" his men unnoticed, and re-assembled them the next night, Strllggle took Pldce- Vcncatachella, of

‘fff?ﬁgfr?acn,‘f?n“wm"g ware that thete was treachery o 1rse, padsed over to the Police. The

leader of the gang realized the treachery,
avy charge of slugs into Vencatachella Moodelly. Ilis arm
was broken, and he is otherwise so seriously wounded that the Session Court had to
be adjourned to the Hospital, when the case was tried at'the November Sessions.
Shots were exchanged ;- Constable Mahosdlid Moorad was shot down, and Constable
Laula Meeah was heavily hit, but succeeded in capturing one of the dacoits. Two
dacoits were shot by the Police, one by Mz. Inspector Smith ; and there is reason

to believe that both are dead. Only one ruffian was taken alone at the time. The
resistance was desparate ; the ni ght - ;5 and facilities for escape great.

arrested.  Four have been convicted, and sen-
Of the others who have absconded, several of the most
ve are known and will be brought to justice. This formid
thoroughly and offectually broken up.

7. The Deputy Inspector General recomme
granted to Vencatachella Gounden, the informer.
through the Magistrate, who I have no doubt will
before the Government. I beg earnestly to
Magistrate for o handsome reward.

is men on the sput,

6. Nine men were subsoquent! y
tentenced to transportation.
acti able gang has been

nds that 100 Rupees reward be
This recommendation must come
lay his services most favorably
second any recommendation of the
Information of this kind must be encouraged.

8. I beg that the Government will sunction a reward of 100 Rupcees to Consta-
ble Vencatachella Moodelly, to whose tact and ability is mainly due the successful
breaking up of this gang. The*man is probably maimed for life, and has done right
well.  The example is roquired.

9. Constables Mahomed Moorad (gun shot w

after a severe struggle one of the dacoits) behave
for a reward of 35 Runces each.,

ound), and Laula Meeah (captured
d very well. I recommend them
Twill deal with the other recommendations
"pap 2l T 1rv1elon 41 oy
® No. 1880, 381 ed S 194 2o Depastment, departmentally, and under the order* of
. Government noted marginally.

From Captain W. 0, SW ANSTON, Superintendent of Pol
Deputy Inspector General of Police, Southe
19th November 1864, No, 229,

I have the honor to forward 3 special report from my Assistant, upon the case of dacoity that
occurred on 28rd October at Umbuyr

riki, and of which you have heard from me demi-officially
from time to time;

ice, Souh Arcot, to Major “{ ITEARN,
rn Range, Trichinopoly ; dated Cuddalore,

2. Lieutenant Youn

| g has gone fully into particulars ; therefore, I w
I beg to bring

to the favorable consideration of the Inspect
Police concerned, specially of Constable No. 967, Vencat
and fact shown by him, ail through the affair, proves h

ill not recapitulate ; but
or General, the conduct of those of the
achella Moodelliar. The very great pluck
im to be a staunch and good man, and

e
et o T e
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’ itles him to very handsome reward. Lor eight days was this mau living a,mong.the dacoits, and
entitles " He actually, also, obtained admission into theJail at Pondicherry, and saw
hearing thelr secrets. . d oiti;q who is now undergoing imprisonment, for the same offence, in
the prime moveI"ln .a“ Lhes; :]ien ,;1;@[3[10, as he did, during the time he was with the dacoits
the French territorjes; an } Conl l:anaged to remain incognito, but to draw his brother
e io marked that he should be able {o remember it when

with men of his own force,

. ; hing . .

soler i ying or doing sometiung " R which

pecter into 827 dgso cor:)b')ra.te his (Vencatachella’s) ; statement. The plucky way in ’
called upon, au )

; ket shot, he continued to the front, and, above
even when StruCk.dﬁw? b:‘,i:-g w;:\:]eds?tda:)iigﬂ:al;?lsx which he gave his evidence, both before the
all, the clear, string\.t orC ur’t when he was so weak from his woand, that .t}v:rCourt had t.o
Magistrate and Be‘sfonfto :ak; his evidence, never varying one word, not 1';rymg to e.nhance his
adjourn bo th‘e I—Io»plt.al. n. but telling a simple tale of what he saw and did, show him to be a
owi deec} by exaggel‘dcl(:]s:ables Ma.thed Moorad, No. 911, and Laula M?eah No. 914, deserve
good Pohc.e Officer. y which they seconded the Inspector Mr. Smith during the Melee. Maho-
great credit for.the ‘E‘?y ‘;‘ he saw Constable Wncatachella full, jumped to the front, anfl was
med Moorad, e ]N;e ; de cumbat by another shot. Laula Meeah, th(?ugh hit very .hard in the
himself atonce p co 107"1 and thrown very heavily in the struggle, still clung to hlS’ man and
head by one of the dacg:‘;inden the only Village Police man that Mr. Smi?b could lfxduc‘e to
secured hun'- Ta.xhary ecuti(,m with his stick, and, as Mr. Smith says, laid about him like a
come With mm" e 'gwdlfef) d a struggle with oneof the dacoits, and shot himn through the chest.
man. Mr. Smlth,'hmfse ’ l?ut is sinc: dead. This piece of news we obtained out of the Fr-enc'h
T'his wan made his eschape,‘ chot by on of the Constables, is reported also dead, The trufl is
Jail. Another P ‘; Ohw‘::eu arrested have been convicted, and sentenced to trans.p(‘)rlatlon.
now over, end fou @ :n:itted to Sessions seem not to have been among the‘ gang who:]omed the
The rest of thf.a’men-fcorll robbery; there was consequently not enough evidence against the_m,
partif] on tlllle mfnl;::oft‘:e e W’ho composed the first gang of 13, and have no doubt shall give
We have the name '

a good account of thell‘ﬂ 1n (;l:ze;r\a,ke the following Departmental promotions, viz., 4th Class Ins-

3. 1 !aeg tobo 2 SOV{eCl.“s . Constable, No. 967, Vencatachella to be 1llead Constable;
pect(;rMSIIlithl h:,h}:h F;nd NLO 5’311 Mahomed Moorad to be Deputies : and also [ beg to recom-
No. 914, Laula Meeah, .

i i ewards be given.
mend that the undermentioned pecuniary rewards be g

RS. A. P.
... 100 0 0
To the informer Vencatachella Gounden...... ........ . 00
) a Moodelliar. e vevesnreeceiorn i
No. 967, Vencatachella Moodel )
Constables No. 914; Laula Meeah,and Y11 Mahomed Moo 0 o o
rad, each 50 Bupees......coovvriivmmiiiciiciian iees e o oo
Taliary Govinden....oeeenioiinnne e viaaes

And to each of the other Police Constables ‘who were
engaged, viz., Deputy, No.530, Mahomed Oassunj Acun7g
Peputy, No. 989, Abdool Khader ; Constables,‘l\o. 7;) ,
Seenevassen, 985 Shaik Ahamed, 852 Ra'masa‘wmy, 1211
Soondrum, 975 Syed Cassim, 123 Shaik ]L‘a’fam, 944

" Sutter Beg, and 510 Abdool Ruzza, one month’s pay, or ) .
AN AEEIEEALe O i ivivenrrrinmn s e e 85 0

Total... 410 0 o
(True Extract).
(Signed) M. W. CARR, Captain.
Assistant Inspector General of Police.

———y

SOUTH ARCOT.
Special diary on the Umburriki Dacoity Case. b
An old man, Vencatachella Gounden by name, living in Kunam, has known of a gang of
robbers, who made the Kunam Hill their rendezvous for many years. About three months ago,
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some of the gang robbed him on the Vanur road, and trifled with him when Le went to their very
houses in Mudrapollium to demand bis property. Vencatachells Gounden determined, therefore,
to be revenged, and pretended to join the party. He soon got to know that the gang intended to
rob a house in Umburriki village, before the Depavali feast, in order to get money for the festival,
He gave this intelligence to Mr. Smith, Inspector of Police, Tindevanum Divison, and offered to
corroborate it by introducing a Constable to the gang, in disguise as a confederate. He
(informer) was offeved his pick of four Constables, and chose No. 967, Vencatacheila Moodelly.
He was as good as his word, and introduced the Constable to the gang at Mudrapollium asa
Conjeveram robber. The informer and the Constable were present at various meetings of the
gang, and were with them when they set out from Mudrapollium, about 13 in number, to go to
Unburriki, on the 22n0d October 186, Umburriki is o place 3 or 4 miles from Puranguony, to
the south-west of it ; it is a small village, but is within % of amile to the south of a very large
_ place called Erryur. On their way to Umburriki, the Mudrapollium men passed a toddy shop in
Puttanur (near Mortard's Chavady) kept by one Ramasawmy Gramany, 9th prisener befcre
Sessions Court. Ramasawmy sold them toddy,.aikd told them that he wounld follow, if they went
on in front. He afterwards joined them in the night with a gun, Mcanwhile, the Mudrapollium
men had had another bout of drinking at Ruanganaseram, and when they got to Erryur they found
themselves without weapons—which had been for the most part left behind, to avoid exciting
suspicion on the road—in the hope that they would be supplied on the spot, and too drunk for
work. The enterprise was, therefore, put a stop to for the night, and the men, after slceping in a

uspector §. Smith Mundappum between Erryur and Nemilee,
Acting Deputy Abdool Khader, No. 989 dispersed in the moruing. In the meantime, the
Depusy Mahomed Cassim, No. 530 y '
e ahome ass. . 630, H
D g Mo m‘former and Constable found means to commu-
gig}‘x‘i:vu:i}i?:a%};o. 911. nicate with the Police. They found the In-
oo s Yo, . .
Shaik Ahmed, No. 985. spector and Constables, noted in the margin,
Ramasawmy. No. 832, . . . s
Sv‘;’;drumn,u{%. 1211. watehing in a house opposite to that belonging
2{:;%1,0%?:; I\;-fzg:s * to complainants. On hearing their report, the
SR ] . . . . .
Sutter Beg, No. 944. ' Inspector, with all his men, moved quictly off to
Abdon] R;;zza No. 510 1 y
# Venkatachella, No, 967. Chendur, a place near Mylur, and spent the day

there. At night hereturned to Umburriki with

Govinden, of Kunni, a Taliary, behaved very pluckily. 11 men. They again hid themselves in the house,

* He who accompanied the gang. orposite to the one which was to be attackcd.

The Mudrapollium men, accompanied as before

by the informer and Constable No. 967, Vencatachclla Moodelly, assembled outside Erryur at night

fall ; they werejoined by other men, with sticks and torches, a second gun being also.hrought by

one Govindapet Ramasawmy, 11th prisoner before Segsions Court. The gang, now numbering

20 or 30 men, arrived a4t Umburriki. The Mudrapollium men, accompanied to the last by No. 967,

entered the house, and had secured the two complainants, who were sleeping there, fired some

straw from the roof, and lit their torches at it, and broke open the door of the house. Just then, those
of the Police not armed with muskets, headed by the Inspector, followed therobbers into the yard.
The yard is very small, and the house a mere cabin ; the roof of the verandab, in front of it, comes
down to within four feet of the ground. The hedge roun! the'yard is very low. When No. 967
saw the Police, he tried to join them. Therobbers who were in and about the house saw the move-
ment and its weaning, and one of them fired on him. Soon after No.967 was shot. No. 911,Mahomed
Murad was also wounded by another gun,loaded with sinall shot. A general serimmage then ensued ;
robbers from without came to help those within, and more Constables followed them. The In-
spector had a struggle with one man in particular, and fired a revolver at him four times, appa-
rently without effect. No. 914, Laula Meeah met with one of the robbers, and, after getting a heavy
blow on the head, pursued him till he caught him, and with the help of others secured him,
struggling violently. This man (lst prisoner before the Sessions Court) was the only oune
captured at the time. The rest, aided by the darkness of the night, and the openncss of
the surrounding country. escaped. In the morning the captured prisorc. nd
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and a roil of cadjan leaves were found on him. The

. ainants,
jewels belonging to complainants They allude to

diaps purport to be letters from a convict in the Pondicherry jaile
[u:Y ]an
several past dacoities,

i was to be performed. On the 5th November 10 prisoners were committed for
Umburriki was -

Acting Head Assistant Magistrate of Tiodevanum - The trial by Jury commenced on
e Acting 1

. : ) . . R
and give express directions ss to the way in which the one

prial by th
the 14th instant.
on being placed before the Acting Head

On the 15th, another robber named Govindapett Ramasawmy was caught, and
Assistant Magisbrate, was committed for trial with the rest.

as, therefore, the 11th prisoner. The statements made by 1st and 2nd prisoners before
This man Was, s 10 .

G unted to ample confessions the 1st was taken in the very act, Constable No. 967
Mr. Grose amo

Q mer v V i - The gtl) prlsoner Ramasawmy G maﬂy
1 ave [2) 1dence agalﬂst NO. ~ pf\SOIlet
and ‘he 1Df T g ra

<dentified by Constables Nos. 967, 914, and 911, who swore that he was the man who fired
was identifie

oke the Constable's (No- 96™arm. The 11th prisoner Govindapett Ramasav:vmy
d the informer. The remaining prisoners were only iden-
i iuformer. The jury convicted Nos. 1,2, 9, 11 on all counts, and acquitted the rest.
fifed by e 11th prisoners having been convicted under Sections 395, 399 and 402, and
The 131,20, ohand g d u:der Sections 397 and 398, Indian Penal Code. The
d the 9th and 11ith to 14 years’ trans-

the shot that br
was identified by Vencatachella an

the 9th and 11th being also convicte .
1st and 2nd were sentenced to 10 years' transportation, an

portation. (Signed) T.H.B. YOUNG.
From C. W READE, Esq., Magistrate of South Arcot, to the Honor-
No. 50. r ¢ e T

ble A. J ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
AaDIe £} Ve [ '
George ; dated Cuddalore, 13th December 1864, No. 85.

knowledgment of the call by Government for particulars of the trial in
w g . .

1 dI; ?iyncoase roferred to in my letter of the 24th ultimo, No. 78, 1 have the
the dacol )

h herewith, to submit copy of the Calendar of the case, as received from the
onor, )

Qessions Court.

o The original of this document {Calendar) was sent to the High Court, and
i t:v'xll be found all the particulars desired by Government in the most complete
ini

d well digested form, and 1, therefore, purposely abstain from any further comment
all 1

on the case.
3. Tt will be seen that four prisonojrs wera convicted and punished by trans-
ortation and impﬁsonment, and seven were acquitted and released ; also that nine
I;'ltnesses wore examined for the prosecution and twenty-three for the defence. The
trial occupied three entire days, and several days prior thereto were devoted to
mastering the details by the Vakeel Mr. Hickey, who was employed to conduct the

prosecution before the Scssions.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,

1865.
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departme:t,

10tk January 1865.
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- 10 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
10tk January 1865,
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No. 51 OrpER THEREON, 10th January 1865, No. 5.

The Governor in Council sanctions the payment of the rewards recommended
by the Inspector General of Police, viz., Ruapees 100 to Constable Vencatachella
Moodelly, and Rupees 35, each, to Constables Mahomed Moorad and Laula Meeah.

2. . Ho also sanctions the payment of a fee of Rupees 50 to Mr. Hickey, the
Vakeel who conducted the prosecution in the case in quostion before the Session

= Court.

3. The Magistrate has not made any recommendationin regard to rewarding ..

the informer.
(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Police.
Magistrate of South Arcot.
Civil Paymaster.
Accountant General.
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Exd. J. H. Burns.
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