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Proc ludwas Government, Judicial Departi:: .-
22nd February 1865,

, Jical g
No. 214 T ey & srUipaa JHRPUGLOL WUCHCTU, Medical Depart-
_, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief
‘ernment, Fort Saint George ; dated 10th February 1865,

Refor: vernment, Judicial Department,* in which

-~ forenceismade by th ~ tor General

Jails to th&" Mujuws 11 the Fort of

Vellore, and the purpose entertained

re num. nt therein, I have the honor to

Hmission to Government, a

ivtiar 7 and report In-

-t Teneral of the Wivision, i which

swisan arrangements in the

. t as to their being fit

for they hat T have called upon

. report fully on the buildings, in a san’ ing
o "7 veception T

TS

EaL WA SRS F AR N

r~

MiLals ~h consisted
THflechl s - o

ar G(‘nerﬁl Of IIO:.iu-.um, a PAVISIUL, L thE
r General, Medical Depart: 1t Saint George ;

1ot " ° "mal Inspeetor General, -the enclosed special
pemort an A sart of é‘:\vlvt;:k‘ﬁ', a Jail, I think it right
} 18 who had been sent from
;he Hills diion, a mber (origi-
nally 60) aenuts for their accommo-
dation §1 ‘ion, admitted of. Some
-ere utilized ; but when it
ces is of the least pe.fect kind,~—that they were
aver ~~--Vinstances affected by scurvy and ulcers, and
- ith the emanations from urine chatties, it
t4;=-and if 1200 men are to be sent
¥ of whom n much the same condition as the 60
s N now nearly empty, (which I em informed
! be thoroughly ventilated, ‘and prepared
such a number of diseased human

beings i A precau’ion, may be serious in the extreme.

VELLORE JAIL.

Covn- lice of confin. “uated within the Fort walls,
: T “hier several w7 --andahs, into
ows, These ... ~~npied by

v arrangement t! . -iopriate

: these have | ched passing

mre LI, AN i o tubs outside, 2t some litt There is
a Wi SCTVIBE e o oeeran 5 vy weususaliey 38 0 uge, Waber is optained rcom a well
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within the Fort, and it {5 of v

. ery good quality, Rations iiwve peen Spoxen of I anotiiel place.
The cook-room consists of

a sewi-circle of huts, bujlt against one of the internal bastions of the
0wy . N
}t‘urt.—— [‘m.ase men are chicfly employed on out-door | bor. When sick, they are treated i
rison I"Iospltal. They all appear contented and healthy. From what I have learned, it appears that
Lhe.Y like their (.;:undlt:on so much, that when their period of confineme.t is over, some hav. '
. Kiownto ¢ Tes i S : . ‘
iowa to commut fresh crime, with the view of being sent back to Jail.

(Sigred) J.MAYER,

"E 5 2 ; s ‘ : :
VELLORE, 27¢h Jonuary i.S()',_ Deputy Inspector General of Hospitels.

o O
No. 215. From J. RQHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails, 10 wie isonorauic
A- J. AI{BU FHNOr[‘, Chief Sedretary tO Gnvrwnfmmt T“(‘n‘ﬁ gn;nt (j{\n\-(;‘t\;
dated Madras, 16th I ebruary 1865.
- I have the honor to inform you of the state of the Mahals of "Vellore, which I
visited on the 4th instan/

.2. I may as well, tu suve you the trouble of reference, mention that the Mahals
consist of| first imd furc'most, a range of courts with suitable apartments for the higher
?lassesigf the State pl:lSOIICI‘S, for whose accomimmodation the Mahals gore originally
intended ; these afford ample accommodation for the survivors of all classes, for

the I.{andyans, for the members of the Bhunje families, and for those of the Palconda
Zemindar

3. Liewuon niess ang wo two quadrangles, around which are the, nunerous

apartments formerly occupicd by the dependents of the Mysor: long
court, divided into tv rall and kind of e b
o \ : d mtoq‘iv_vo b}: awall and kind of balcony, to which access 1s gained from
2 uppm. oor of Tippoo’s Mahal, and from which his women were used to look on
at the antics of dancing dervishes and other buffoons. This court contamns several
buildings in a ruined state, which it would be bettey to remove than to repair; onc
building only being worth repair. The balcony is in fair order
4. In the rear of this court, and: opening into it arc the two laree quadrangles
known as Tippoo’s and Hyder’s Mahals. surpe d wi : T e
COILAS 2 1PPoo yder’s Idh‘.ﬂ'\;’ bulloufldgd with cells, on two floors, and cach
having in the middle « fine open pavillion on pillars; in excellent order, Most of the
rubbishing additions, built, I suppose, at the will and

‘ fancy of the inmates, have
already been knocked away, and soil and rubbish, to the depth of perhaps two feet
have Leen removed. ,

5. There are still some buildings left against the middle, on either of the two
ends of Tippoo’s Mahal. I have said nothing regarding their removal, 11 something
-18 settled ahout a Hospital. If one is not built in the Court I have deseribed in
paragraph 3, I think the west side of the smaller, or Tippoo’s, Mahal may be uscd
for the treatmen't. of the sick ; but if the occupation of these buildings is to conthime

the better course will be to build a suitablo Hospital in the court referred +:.

6. In the rear of the Mahals are double lines of sheds, divided into
ments for cooking, extending the whole length of tho building, and whi
both cooking-sheds and work-sheds, and thus rcliove the are:
working hours, |

7. Mr. Barlow had pierced the rear wal... .., My UL LG LU COS L LIPPOO 8
Mahal ; but T requested him to desist, till T ascertained how far the Prisons’ Depnrt

fment was authorized to. make any great changes in a buildine not vet wade o, ..

buildmg during

_

‘ 4
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S, 1 WK 1L L1000 LULE gttty bCfOl‘C lllakulg ally L rIsoies ouicer res-

poreil fo ths Tmildine. that a laree number of the doors have been found missing ;

the iticers must not beheld responsible for them.
9 Dre P ~me over the Mahals, strongly deprecated the
transfor of an: the Mahals at one time ; and I fully agree

with him in the propricty or twis precauiion.
. PR o oo la il Y £l Tk s v b
10. I'should wish all caves and holes in the woile voad : ’

11. If rovernment would
direct it, I should wish the roofs of the
back cells ventilated, by putting in twoiron
or pottery tubes, bolted down to a bar
ploe1 wnder the two next rafters, as
sl -+ a plate to my first report.

N 1ls on the threc sides of the back areas fitted

| , looking into these areas ;

sindows to be four feet high
vide, barred and venetianed, as suewn

cahinomaley Taib dhown in the nlatee o

Lii
. . end of the upper veran-
1l Mahal, to shut off at night all access
{ta }; l " occupy the corner rooms, from the
0 th
prisoncys.
12, These 16 gates will cost about Rupees 480. I should think they «
absol h “cessary, but would greatly tend to security, and the maintenance ef
or discipline 7 . . .
NP aI Sould i s a0 for tine Lo pairs and alterations, .o
L ot wrovided in my budget for alterations and repairs not excceding 500
Rupe iovernment prefer the work being do:. lcpartment
Public Works  but a small: -ill suffice if the Government does not object
i ‘n charge of the Jail.
14, require more repair than I at first anticipated,

v 1in the walls; thisds of no present importance,
Cavavinmant ao tn f‘\r\ 1’;1\!] 3lld q'ua‘;it’)‘ Of ]_‘e'pajj‘s

”pul. R L A e L LABRTAR S

and additions to he made.
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Upstaira in this Mahal are 42 double and 12 single eells; cach L5. As soon as thO sma.‘llel BI&haI
coll measures in the clear, more or less, 1254 9 9==072 ¢n. can be completod 1 would remove nto 1t
bic fect; there is a slight difference in the cells. Atthe new -

rate of 643 fuet to each prisoner, ouly one prison-r should be 200 prisoners 100 at a timg’ bo-)’inninn'
ineach cell, but I should not think sixin the double,and {our ! e °

i it o e the xoliof with the Cuddapah Jail.
bused. I now omit inmy estimate all cells not directly 16. I had received from Dr. Miller,
facing the quadrangle. Mr. William Blair, and Dr. Fry, the
tt, a pensioned Apothecary at Vellore,
combining the duties of Jailer and Medi
) If to adequate remuneration. I told Mr. Beckott
that ifhe obtained Mr. Burlow's nomination, I would confirm him in the post of
Jailer ; but that I could not hold out the mducemant of further remuneration, till I
had consulted the Government.” Both D, Miller and Dr. Fry testify so highly to
the professional qualifications of My, Beckett, that T have great confidence in sug-
gesting that he should be entertained, not only as Juiler, but as ordinary Medical
attendant on the sick prisoners, receiving, for the double office, a salary of Rupees
100. Dr. Fry said he had no subordinate available; while his own charge, cxtend-
ing to (I think above) 5000 persons, precluded his giving his ordindry attendance,
with a due regard to his proper and primary. charge.
" 17. The points on which T request the orders of Government, sre, 1st, whether

I am to consider the Mahals under my control, as an ordinary prison building

ndly—Whether T am at liberty o niovee 1 v at oo
the modc proposed - raph 11.

3rdly.  Whether the Government would objeet to such alterations of the huild.
ing, not affecting its stability or 1c intion to the purpose for whi.
originally designed, as may, from time 1o to time, be found neeessary, for the se
and health of the prisoncrs. : 1

18. The blocking up of holes, and white-washing of (.., DUIUING, are 1matters
that it is not necessary I should ask any questions about, nor did T consider the |
question of removal of places run up by the inmates, one in which the Covern-
ment was in any’way interested,

19. On perusing the revised plan of the Muhals obtained from the Cljef
Engincers’ Office, I find shown

In Hyder's Mahal, upper fluon, 2 aoume au 12 single cells.

In the lower floor, 40 double and 10 single cells.

In Tippoo’s Mahal, 54 double and 22 single cells in the upper, and 50 doullo
and 22 single cells in the lower floor, exclusive of those 82 corner cells on hoth floors
which do not directly face the quadrangle, and which consequently could not
throughly ventilated, or atotal of available colls (still excluding the 32) of 252 in
Tippoo’s Muhal and of 186 in Hyder's, or altogether (but without the 32 carner colls)
438 available cells, cach with a supetficial arca of about 12 x 9 feet, say 108
and a height, more and less, of 9 fect,

A R AR P (S 3 lil(d(&ldll"ll'ﬁ U.Jl‘i

0. The fotal accommodation afforded .., 5
excluding the corner rooms would, according to the rate I formerly assomad of i 4.
each double, and 4 to each single cell, be fo,

21.

strongest recommendations of Mr. Becke
for the post of Jailer, in the hope that, by
cal Attendant, he might entitle himse

" - ventilat’

curity

”

prisoney
The total accommadation of these cells, putting only two in'a coll, would
be suited for 876 prisoners; in this case each prisoner would have (within a fow

*

- o i P e = 4

A

inches) an arvu v ~u=—rre o~
to the fop of the joists) a tot

No. 216.
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t,andin almost all the cells (inclusive of measurement
, Al . .
al cubic space of at least 500 feet of air.

| . - eral, Medical Depart-
. . UULL, L3 Principal Inspector General, PN ‘Chi
. E‘: (;tfl;rtRSaint Ge:)rge, ’to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief
glerll'é,’cqrxr to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 20th Feb-
ceretar; '

ruary 1

I have the honor, with reference to my letter, No. 88, of 10th instant, to {fgr-
13VEe. !

ward, for the information of Government,
a report by Assistant Surgeon Fry, on
the Mukals at Vellore.

itary impro. of the build-
9. The suggestions of that officer, for the samtarry 1mpr | o
' " ngs, (Government may perhaps see
~w. 10 refer to the lately appointed Com-
" miten * -
LEPORT OF THE ManaLs, VarLore Fort. .
1 -onsist of two large buildings, enclosed }Y:)v 8
ituate v the lakins
The Mahals, sitva '+ an area ot 91,000 square yards, erccted by Government, f‘lrtn e falin
high 1 ? vernion and safe custedy of the families of H_-yder a.mx- {‘
of Seringupulum. i ].8()0, and were mh&blte‘l shurtly al ?er.
They are supposc ise daie of their occupation; but they were cert;mlly
Nothing certt “the Vit -, 1807, as mention is made, in Orme’s History o l_\o
iohabited at the time of the havine been erected on the walls of the Mahal, occupied
i f=)

s L T
Vellore Mutiny, of 8 Mussutaar
3.
e youny Mysote 1 .
” ‘h“ " The Mah iy safely be conjec
« period the lamites have gradual?y (‘1«
f Tippeo Siib left. St

have been erected over GO years ; during

. number. and at the present time, there
huta child of 12 years of age

{ippou’s Mahal about six months ago, and now

f aller building uncosnected with the two principal Mahals.

e | six mosnths ago, after GO years occupation; presented
nly wonder is, human beings should
\il sauitary measuie were cvidently completely ignored,

i the open ground, and cach apartment had evidently been used for
e 1 e Wl 2
' i L i : -8 of natur. Jls
during the day, sleeping in at night, for cooking, and for the purposes o (‘ !

[P . urm 1 d)s b . . ros of e
g iore beurimed with soot a1, ~amented with pictu e
' i ‘dently never thought of, and the whole presented an appearance tha
¢ } corki i cmov : debris. and

Guangs of convicts have been warking daily to remove the debris. m

this long ‘
iS Ollly onc A he aives o
when first
occupics i : ing uieo

“t e two cuildings, when fhrawn oper

cue of dirt, disorde:

NULI o o
have been abl: _
rank vegetation flourisl

of evervy room

char.

. fles descripticit

literaily defies « o is as foll.
lean the builiinrs and their present state 18 8 fo

to clea

DescmPTt LS &

- Toth Mahals are built on N
b A M: plan.of the buildings is eucivsed for refc:cnce;
3 i B = . . v f, . At =f:v;_‘__‘_‘_>
suﬁitf f("‘ ‘he luge Mabal, formerly occupied by Tippoo s family and 1r e o
- ‘f w%nich more correctly cught to be described a- rranged i
f apartments, . un de, i o
;‘) rnl:a'xﬂ facing inwards, looking juadrangle
o " other purpu-

edifi ‘ -
Vavck upariment or cell has o - :
for the s'e-ping apartment. T ow no di- )
l!l\lu..au‘v lhesu .
yooms f1:

d the whole of the quadrangle, und are surrouuded by a blank wall, xv v migu, wuica
round the .
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completely encloges the whole building. As the inner cells are built against this wall on two
sides, it will be clearly seen how deficient they must be, both as regards light and ventilation;
they receive the former through the outer apartment, but are still very dark, and are entirely

deficient with regard to the latter; they may be described as close, hot, und uncomfortable to
remain in,

7. The outer apartments which all face the open quadrangle are better supplied with light
and air.  Each set of upartments (an inner and outer one) are divided from those on either side
l:?y’a party wall,

Number of Cells.

Inner. Outer.
I . » On the upper story... 8l 81 Total... 162
Large Mabal, Tippoo’s. {()u the lower stol‘i... 5. 75 Total... 150

e

Total... 312

) ) On the upper story... 58 58 Total... 17(-3
Suwall Mabal, Hyders. § 0% 1he uPbes story... 5% 52 Toul. 104

—_—

" Total... 220

8. - The average cubic measurement of each cell, either inner or outer, upper or lower, is 972
cubic feet. The average dimensions being, length 12 feet, height 9 feet, and breadth 9 feet.

9. ,The tot«l number of cells in both Mahals is 532, cach cell on an average containing 972
cubic feet. Exclusive of the above numb:

of no possible use.
10, The

are a few very small cells, so situsted.as to be

small apartments, buii-
quadrangle, on an upper and ivwer story, in sets of two. Oue being within the other, the whole

range enclosed by a brick wall 20 feet high, presenting a blank surfuce,

with the exception of the
aperture for the door to cach Mahal. The apartinents ou the upper story are reached by narrow

-wooden stair cases, one at each angle of the building, and there is o verandah also running rounds

by which access to the apartments is gaincd. Between the high exiernal wall and the back of

the cells on the Foct «nd West sides of both Mauals there are spaces, as will be seen on referring
to the plan.

11. The space on the West side is 38 feet broad, fitted up with sheds of a very sub-

stantial character, evidently intended for cooking purposes ; but they do not seem to have been
much used. A high wall of the same hei

ght as the outer one divides the cooking sheds of cither
Mahal from the other. . ’
The space on the east side is 56 feet broad, and is covered with buildings of various
deser:ptions, all very much dilapidated. This space, common to both Mahuls, is divided by a wall
on which is erected a latticed verandah communicating with the large Mahal, s0 as to enable the
occupants to view any sports in the court-yard without beinyg sceu. - The entrance to the Mahals
is through this space.
13. The Mahals are drained by a series of small surface channels running into one large
drain which empties itself into the Fort ditch, the common receptacle for all the filth of Vellore.

4. Water is obtained from six wells, three to each Mahal, two in the west space neur the
cooking sheds, the other in the space (east side) ; both

Mabals are exacily alike in this respect.
15. The water is good and abundant.

i6. ' The best well was accidentally discovered when the Mahals were being built; it had been
excavated a year before, when the Forg was built, but for some purpose had been covered over.

17, When informed by the Sub-Collector, some months previously, that the M.hals were to
be turned into & prison for a la

rge number of conviets, 1200 in number, | casclully at varioustimes
went over the whole of the buildings to judge of their adaptability for the purpose, and after
mature deliberation am of decided cpinion that, in their present state,

they are wholly unsuited for

Was Government, Judicias 1reper e, 7
Procgecing 92nd February 1865.

ini t this
.. risoners. My grounds for arriving a
fa larze body of men, more esprloasy prisoners 78
. a a p
the reception 0 °

| — : ituati ts, which
opinion are f ,_l0w‘ ficient state of ventilation from the situation .of the ac{)aftm::d ;re ich
fat ex““:)’“_el‘)' fd ‘:- tcl:e express purpose of shutting out both light and air,
t fo
seem to have been bul

rounded by a 20 feet high blank wall. .
2nd.—Tho absence of apy place for latr: |
o deﬁcient’duumge;l ¢ sick, unless some of the cells were.set apart tl‘i)r tl:: _;:‘?:::i:;_
4¢h.—No suitable place f";t wlould l;e difficult to keep the sick apar.t fron‘\; :s:: 0: infecﬁou;

e o Pl""’_::;hy of keeping such 2 hlospit_al clean, besl_dei :,tl" the convicts.

and thee e b: - ‘::Zs;méossibility of separating the sick from the res

disease spreading from

5th.—The total want of any e

victs were
2 ling. If so many conviv re are no doors.
the buxl.dxt.lg them to those particular cells, as the
of restricting

siven to understand, would
£ men, 1200 (who,  aun give o
- llecti ucha large body © oo .s Presidency—such men no
6th.—The collﬁ?t“;'; (:lfxsnen from the other Jaile. in the Madras 1:::3;1},}’ moerking o ed
be the old, useless i )Je il. but to be constantl: -ame com;:1 e asen of an e
be employed out of the ol be productive of very grave results, s
{ opinion,
area), would, I am ©

character break out.

. 43 tion of
{ restraining the convicts to any particular por on e
- f)‘told off” for each cell, there are no meansat p

i ceepi victa undgr constant
s aotions, such as duncm Ly vt s uarding and keeping thT c?f:u:. da‘):”"ago sant
8. Of other objectiont, ffor an opinion, but may state that only : 52 o i
I do notventure to o , o Mabal, escaped. Under these cxrctfms ances, thirk
loyed in cleaning ov ; "~ the Mahals being used aspri. -
Linto Jails, the following sug-

P, oW e EEy pe e

B ()Pinl( n "”gh‘ Iend(’.l 'h(» bl-“ld “lg) fnore Sullable 101 t:km
),

lupervision.
risoners, ewp ! .
?t. my dutv. as sole Medical 0,“
in their |
guestions are. made,
intended.
grpose inted
’ plsl —1he quudmngle

wi

having been already clesred, levelled, and all vegetation ,
avin

ean «aran i e i a d to lt-
ce aﬂd notiliﬂg fux'!.nel‘ 14 ]"(411”6(‘ Wlth reg T
P app“ﬂ ’

\&%ﬂ d dirt
oraned, to remowggthe soot an .
. ls should b thoroughy A ith & rdlfst ;nd chunam. To render the
wnd-—1he 9;5 d, sll holes in \hem filled up with bre
hite-washed,
aﬁerwiﬂ‘ds W

: c ture made in it, one foot broad
back wall of the inner cell should have an arl))extu mace’” '"’on o 2 ven.
1 P W ) =
ventilation betters mc‘ : the floor, such apcriure being g“drded y}t O and outer cell .0 7
i in length from ", .ween the iuner a A
P le' ;t also be placed 1 thet but this might reuder the bu
tlating tube & d :to remove it entirely would be beticr, bu
+iallv jemoved ;%0 T€ c
be pmt .
unsals

. : . . ing 500 cubic icev
19, The iuner end out‘; o four convicts be placed in this space, thus.allowing

. . 1d more 1ha o
ration shou

combined contain on an average 2000 cubic feet.
[N A

considt‘

m d 1 ngratinw.
f ach persen: he outer apariueus Juld be dosed by a door co pose of iro Ll
IR e i T
ance to the

$.] .-I e I{' ‘h fou
t Sels

Th n ILtS Cbuyld ‘he“ he CO\’\ﬁlled in Sep t

eco v arate 8

. . . ¢
asiblo forthe due cleanliness:q
i ] j, they could be made respo
< secupivd the same cell,
pvicts alanv aecudie

11, communicatin
o same ¢ a prpe g e .50 through the wall of each eell, c g
&y 1 2 )
+ calla of nature,

i 'attics, which absorb and
jon © ine ; tnbs bein 1 !
ith barred tubs for the reception «f urine § il si” when the mou are

] [ i - . -

o taived n th ire cpeued in the morning, emptied a.mllvu:l
” [ i g rough the
laced along < woull throw light into the ‘c;llls vt:,'l.ﬂ ie"ard

mpS PECt  victs o andah. ith reg
washed out.  Lat ‘ A |

How the convicts to o - iiceed 3 necessacy, o
gratod doors alx;d ‘ ~aihs should be well cleaned oub, repared, chiarge

to drainage, the |

well flushed.

eLuin the salts con |
:oc:ced up- 8t night, and removed ¥
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22. The most important points next to be considered are four, viz.,
1st.—Site for a latrine.
2ad.—Site for cooking purposes.
3rd.—Site for washing purposes.
4¢)h.~Site for a Hospital,
A great object would be gained, could these buildings be entirely separated from the main body
of the Mahals, <o as to be quite distinct fiom the cells and the prisuners.

23, Ou referring to the plan accompanying this report, it will be seen that there is an open
space common to both Mahals beiween the back of the cells and the outer high wall, on the east
and west sides. The spaces in the west side are covered with buildings evidently erected for
cooking, and, as mentioned before in this report , are in good repair.

24. This space in the large Mabal, Tippoo’s, I would suggest, should be converted into a
latrine for the use of both Mabhals. Access from the smaller,or Hyder's, could be gained by a door
wade in the party wall, shewn in the plan in red. ‘

25. The same space in the small Mahal should be used for cooking purposes for both
Mahals ; access to it from big Mahal, through the door in party wall,
ferable 1o the cooking sheds and latiines being in the space. v

26, The wells (2) in cooking space should be used solely for cooking purposcs, and the
wells (2) in the space where the latrines are, might be used solely for washing, &c.

27, 1 think the space in the large Mahal more suitable for the latrines, as itis r-
Sally-Port of the Fort.

'T'his plan, I think, is pre-

If the dry system of couservancy was strictly enforced, the co.

the latrines might be carried out through & door which ought to be made in the outer wall on
south-west side, shewn red in plun; if thiswas done, nuthing need ever be carried through the
main portion of the buildings, and *- - fuse frum the cooking sheds might be removed by the
same channel.

28. To render the latiines, as far as possible, entirely distinet from the buildings, I would
suggest that those cclls, the back walls of which form a part of the boundary of this space, should
not be furnished with any means of ventilation, as if any holes were wade in these walls, the
offfnsive odour from the latrines would be carried into the Mahals, These umentlated cells
need not be occupied by convicts, but might be used for storing tools, places of arms, &e.

29. ‘T'he sfifice on the east side ulso, quite distinct from the main building, might be made
the site of a fine Hospital for both Mabals. If the party wall, with its latticed verandah, and the
old dilapidared buildings were removed, almost cnough material might be collecied to build the
Hospital. The two weils in this space might be used solely for dvinking purposes.

30. A Hospial in this situation would be easy of access, either from the Mahals or the
outside of the building. ‘

31. Should these arrangements be carried our, the Hospital, latrine, cook-rooms, and washing

places woul:i all be entirely distinct and separated from the main buildings, an advantage 1 need
not state of the greatest importance.
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