RO 1B

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

© AR NPT AN e e

Government of Madras.

IEPARTMENT

I'Tess
Mis.

Nnt ta he folded or rouchlv handled



e o

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
14+th Fehruaruy 1865.

No. 126. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General
of Madras Police, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Kotagherry, 8rd February 1865,
No. 252, .

General Department.
I have the honor to submit the report of an attempt to break Jail at Tellicherry

on 21st ultimo.
9. Shangali, late i nuar of 18th Regimicy, muwrv ue i that led to

its being prevented. I trust that his services will be recognized.
3 T am in communication with the Inspector General of Jailson the subject ;

and will aeain address Government.

From Captaw C. G. BLOMFIELD, Supeiticage e oo < olice, North Malabar, to Captain W, S.
DREVER, Deputy Inspector Generat¥ Police, Western Ronge ; dated Tellicherry,
29th January 1863, No. 7.

1 have the honer’to report the pal’ticulars «of an attempt at escape on the part of certain of
oceurred in the Tellicherry Jail, on the night of the 21st instant.

- 1..om ascertained ab present) that the actual conspiracy involved

25 of the prisoners, of whom one gave infor-

Auring a portion of this time.  mution on the night of the intended outbreak.

The plot had been hatching for nearly two

mouths, during which time mauy aruvies - ssary to effect the escape (files, chisels, rope

&c.) were surreptitiously conveyed into the wards, and tfiere concealed, with the connivance of

three of the Warders, and of the Deputy Jailer, between whom and the Jailer (Mr. Kenny)

there has of late been considerable ill-will, the latter having reported him to the Judge for
misconduct. ’ '

ITI. Theleader and author of the plan was a Moplah named Pa'li Kutti, recently sentenced
to 1+ years' transportati ,use-breaking and theft ; having been previously twice convicted
and sentenced for long pericds defore. According to the statement of the informer, the design
involved the release of the whole of the prisoners (afier the murder of the Jailer and the obtain-
the seizure of the Police srms and ammunition in the Jail, and an
and the Judge ; after which they were to separate; and
the Portuguese Territory at Goa. :

the convicts, which
I Tt ,Appearg;(us far ac =~

The Jailer wasaws

ing possession of bis keys),
attack upon the houses of the Doctor,
each person make the best of his way to

1V, ‘The 25 prisoners composing the gang were confined usually in separufte wards, being
changed occasionally ; but they had opportunities of conferring with each other during the day.
On the night in which this attempt occurred, they werc in five separate cells, containing altogether
90 prisoners ; but whether the remaining 5 were concerned in the actual conspiracy or not, there
is at present no evidence to shew.

V. It was discovered, on a careful examination of thege wards afterwards, that from cach
and all of these rooms, @ small portivn of the ceiling (one plank) had heen loosened, so as o
admit of the passage of a man, and refitted. Herc also the implements required were concealed.
Any one reaching the roof in this way, by means of a rope from above, had then only to saw
throurh the thin wooden recpers, and jemove the tiles (as was done afterwards, almost in the pre-

spector and Jailer), to obtain access to the ramparts. From thence the attack

upon the Police guard might have been made

This was tho method cmployed by the it man who made o ghove, under very favoiable circum-
his appenrance, on observing that ! Henfwarad b the .

Pulice,‘m'\dt:;};: :ﬂ;::; l;::le tfl:‘,:fi:.' o :‘:; stances : or, if necessary, escape was perfectly

:::;:,u:\‘;:; ke let go his hiold and feli. easy through an embrasure, by means of a stout

club, (concealed close by) placed across the

opening, and the rope originally employed.
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Proceedings of the Medras Government, Judicial Deparimeni,
14/h February 1865.

VI. The first information received by the Police was at 8 p. M. on the night on which the
outbreak was to take place, when one of the prisoners confined in Ward, No. 2, informed Deputy
Constable Doorga Persaud of the Jail guard, that he had a communication to make to the Xuro-

© pean Inspector in charge, Reserve and Jail. This inspector (McIntosh) is at present residing with
the Jailer, . The prisoner turned out to be Shangali, late Havildar of the 18th Regiment, sentenced
to ten years’ imprisonment, on account of the €annanore Pay Office case. In consequence of the
statement made by him, that the prisoncr had arranged to break out in t

he course of the night,
through the roof of the Jail, covrolorated L other suspicions that had arisen during the day, In.-

spector Mdntoslx_and Mr. Kenny (as: also Mr,
Murphy:from Calicut), with o sufficient number
+oof Constqples, themselves, watched during the
. aled as far as- possible From view § while o Ty Inspector with hig
wen formed a ¢ordon round the outside of the Jail'nu Fost,

VIL At 12-30 v a1, the rasping qf'a'hmall saw against woo st hcard by a Police

The prisoners ind shortly hefore, as if by atcident, cxt‘i‘n-ﬁ, Watd]man’ as pr from N

guished the light in Ward, No. 8.° Phis the Pojico pre- abutting on the
f

[ITIV PINE BT G O!.‘SCI‘VG‘ at thr < - ‘ :
Wi i Load o

Messrs, Keniny aud Murphy on th:

g sy ;o
spector Melutosh, North side of -

ﬂig}lt on the ramp:

ed,
; and shoruy aiter-
s of aman #ppeared -
‘ne 8o cagously re-
iow peey o, eowlt hear and fee noth&xg. This
man n Kotten) was suffered in an gut on to the
ramparts ; and th: when he ¢ of a Policeman
who unluckily put hus nead vp at tue time, and Lumediately withdrew agaln to hig comrades, telling
the man outside to rup for it, asit was all up.  This man, who had with him a cluy and. stout rop:\
(since found to be the rope beloriging to the well, brought in a bucket of sand by a Punniar
prisoner, with assistance of & Warder), lost nob an tustaus in letting himgelf down frox
sure (distant not six feet, from the place where he had broken out) by means of thiz club placed
across it, and the rope. Inspector MclIntosh fearing that the man would escape, imn;ediutely gave
the alarm, at the same time seizing the cross-bar and pulling up the rope, The man then dropped
from it, and fell heavily on the grognd outside, severely injuring his spine, Ifere he was, after
procecding only a few yards captured by the Town Police. Some shots. were fired at hjm “rom the
ramparts by Messrs Murphy and Kenny, but no one was hit.
VIIL.  Of course all chance of the thorough surprise and capture expected was now over, The
whole of the wards were however immediately searched, and the prisoners counted, when no othersy
were found missing. Most of the prisoners in No. 2 ward, from which the map capturcd  eseapoed
(having crossed over on the roof to No, 3), had carefully enveloped their irons in the ol
worn round théir waists, several of which, which they had not time enough to remove, were
up in the roof, where they had evidently been perched waiting their time to escape.
IX.  The 24 prisoners charged with conspiracy, all strong, powerful men, were picked out
next day by Shangali Havildar, whose conduct throughout the aflair, up to dade, has been very
meritorious. Both the Judge and Joint Magistrate were on the spot early next morning, and the

Police are- now engaged, un.d‘er their orders, iu.hunting up evidence, and conducting the prosecu-
tion of the prisoners (including the Deputy Jailer and Warders), on the investigation being earried
on by the latter cfficer. Valuable iuformation has also been received from the convict Tycanden

Kotten, who has received injuries, from which he is not likely to recover. [t is probable that
- The ivstructions of the Magistrate will be sought as to plac. e":. the do_se of the trial, oue or more of the
ing Lim in the dook, with the other Public sgreants con- prisoners will apply to be received as approvers
cerned. " against the others, One Puliceman, a recruit,.
is said to have been cognizant of the intended out-break. '

X. [Tarrived at Tollicherry on Friday last (the day?before yesterday), from Wynaad, The
same night eight of these convicts, including
Palli Kutti, confined in one cell, were found to
have divested themselves of their hand-cuffs,.

lorougn an sperture 1 the roof, the
moved, that the Infnector alihioeh

N an embrg-

otles
foune

¥o.8.
Thay received 150 lashes each, for this yesterday.
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* Imspector General of Jails spe

Préceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
14th February 1865,

an 0 hav iri i p ’ i d or Of
d tl l e expressed to OthEI c iC 2 elr intensiv O escape, b butStmg Open the [}
P! onv tg th t t {

inati ] icable.

ir ce TLi d on examination to be perfeetly practica : .
e c:”- 1'LISI Ibr(l)'une the intention of both the Judge and Joint Maglstratfa to ad.dress the
XL Jsis e cially, on the subject of the general craziness and insecurity of the

and the necessity for its prompt re-construction. It appears to

ieinall intended’ as a Factory,—is full of nooks, corners, gallaries and wmd{)ws,'zlx‘rl\d

h&"C. bee? Ol‘lg;:: pitrolli.rg and supervision on the part of Police to guard adequately. e
requires incess ?

. }‘B‘ia ] ; Ja.]! an‘d y(«t it was pel ecay
(:e“ N() 8 Ieiel led b(lve was ted as lhe s‘rongest n the 1 3] f ‘
088 ble t rtw B‘{ron men ,{[he]ﬁn(? 8 ]‘n lh(‘ ce”) to knock the \Vh()l(: do 5 > - d

p S l‘ (o] 0 g Jat =3 934 W(ly (DW"' W()()a.

i g aal the bars.

o t')y dg?hlT‘gddﬁd::sp?i?::st};Znﬁned are very different from wha.t‘th?y

PR the"n“‘?bﬂ: d?vle for the prescnt, under the instructions of the Judge, such-
were in former days. 1 have nx ve the safe custody of these men while under my g.})argc, but I
a‘r"a"g"?ems as will. 1 m]f‘, (‘VHTT-*L e respectiully requested kindly to bring to nomcc: promptly
et él ‘e Insp‘ccmr Gk.m‘mll-‘iAl“imil.ling, and also that comsideration wmay be given .to theF
the present insecué").' o e iyation Repoit regarding the necessity for the sanction c¢f
erepee itation made 1n

g ‘fov onerous
< of a dependable class of men to perform the onerous

y y CUFe LIl avas

a high@ ate of pay, 1o scuure

dutics il and geserve in the exce
X¥11. Fusther report will be 1o

ST I3 1‘5 i]J_l' : X ‘
Forwarded for Tusyrctor Generg s igeeg, (Sizned) W.S. DREVER. g
- » < .

whole building used as a Jail

istrict.
> ocase prr»gresses,

2ud February 1865,

OXDER THEREON IxéhéFebruary 1865, {;’ 247.

HDER "ON, . '

No. 127. in Council will await the further Report promlse(.i by ?hg
s %Overi(;rofnfl’olize and the Report of the Inspector General of J ails, whic

Inspector &xener )

should be submitted as soon a8 possible.

(True Extract).

 Clief Sceretary.

.

lice.
To the Inspector General 3£ ‘I;;Se

b2
Magistrate of Malabar.

b2l

Exd. J, H. Burns.
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