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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,

8th Decewmber 1863.

Read the following papers :—

No. 69. From the Salem Jail Committee, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George; dated Salem, 31st July 1865.

Irt paragraph 5 of the Orders of Government, dated 16th uitimo, No. 877, we
were directed to report how far the suggestions made by the Inspector General of
Jails and the President of the Sanitary Commission were sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of the Jail at this station, and whether any other improvements are re-
quisite. In ecompliance with these instructions, we have inspected the Jail, and, hav-
ing given the subject our best consideration, proceed to submit our opinions. It
should be mentioned here that, as Captain Drever, the Deputy Inspector General of
Police, happened to be at Salem, on a tour of inspection, weavailed ourselves of the
opportunity to invite him to attend the meeting, with a view to ascertaining his
opinion as to whether any of the alterations proposed by us were likely to diminish
the security of the Jail, and we may state that, so far as the Police Department is
concerned, our suggestions met with his full concurrence. Captain Drever himself
offered a few sugg‘vstions (which will be found below), having for their object the
more efficient guarding of the Jail, which we recommend should be adopted.

9. Under the head “additions and -alterations required,” in Messrs. Rohde
and Ellis’ report, the Jail at Salem is dismissed with this brief notice: “ Thisis a
“ new Jail which is not entirely completed. A scparate building for a Hospital, pro-
“perly enclosed, must be provided ; a deep well, to supply drinking water for the use
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members of the Jail Committee which assembled at the Presidency in February last,
should have thus summarily disposed of the requirements of this Jzil, as we find, on
referring to the report®* submitted by
& Dated 23rd February 1865, copy enclosed the Officer in charge, to the Secretary
of the Committee, that many other de-
fects in the existing arrangements were point&:d out by that Officer of which no
notice whatever has been taken.
2 The first desideratum is undoubtedly a new Hospital, capable of accommo-
dating 50 patients. The present buildin 2,
Hospital. from its position inside the Jail walls, its
proximity to the entrance gate and guard-room, and from the fact that the cells and
convalescent ward ave built on to the outer wall, is unsuitable in every way for the
purpose. The new building we propose should be erected to the south of the Jail.
It will stand outside the Jail walls, being enclosed on three sides by new walls, and on
the fourth side by the present cuter wall of the Jail,” through which access will be
had from the main building to the Hospital enclosure by meaus of a grated door.
Under this arrangement, no additional guard will be required. The Hospital itself
will be a two storied building, standing in the centre of the enclosure. The upper
story will contain the sleeping wards, and on the ground flioor will be a day ward,
surgery, operating room, &c. As, generally speaking, the xfumber of female convicts
is very limited, it has not been thought necessary to provide s.eparate‘ accommoda-
tion for them in the hospital. There will be sufficient aceommodation for them in
the suite of cells now used as the hospital,” if these are made gver to them. The
present convalescent (or large) ward at the end will make a very good female hos-
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pital. - The medicines; &c., will be brought over from the Surgery within the hos-
pital enclosure ; a well will have to be sunk, and a dead-house; cook-room, and
latrine, erected, also six lunatie cells, if it is decided that lunaties are to be con-

fined in Criminal prisons—an arrangement which, we submit, is on every ground
highly ebjectionable.

4.

the inner space will be divided into
separate yards by stout palisades. As it
is most desirable that prisoners of one
those of another, a well should be sunk
each yard, as far off from the well as
Iy purposes.
enclosure of the Jail from the entrance
gate is obtained by passing through the
work yard, L in the plan, and there is
: nothing to prevent the prisoners em-
> aki It was suggested by Mr. Rohde, at his
W of palisades should be erected from the

Wells,

class should have no communication with
in each yard. There should also be in
possible, a cistern and pavement for lavato

=

5. At present, aceess to the inner

Proposed new mode of access to the interior of the Jail.

¢, should be provided
arrangement should be at once adopted,

proposed new entrance should be fitted with a turn-stile, which would prevent
any attempt on the part of the conviots |

to make a rush at the gate, as only one
could pass through at a time. '

. Weare of opinion that ‘this

6. - The attention of the Presidency
Jail Committee was directed to this most
: important point by the Officer in charge,
n paragraph 9 of the enclosed report, but no. notice has been taken ofit. As
the defects of the existing arrangements

Entire separation of Fewala from Male Convicta.

quoted, we will only express here our con-

' , that the present Hospital cells, yard, and
cook-room . should be allotted to'the separate use of the women, A v:'e}il Sl,IOhld
D cook, draw water, and dg every thing for
the male conviets, The latrines planned by

- A ate to th
entrance on the outside, and by the palisades bétweed blc g8 € proposed new

7. A considerable saving might be effected in the Jail ax

penditure if the grain
consumed by the convicts was purchased
wholesale, when the market rates are low.
‘ % This has been impracticable hitt,
owing to there being ng means of storipg it. This also was brought to the niit:;

Granaries requirec.

This Jail has been designed to admit of the classification of prisoners, and

and, in addition, we would suggest that the .

in this respect are clearly shown, and a

S e  Superintendent's House.

e
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o : . B d over m silence by them in their re-
Presidency Jail Committee, and passe , e
;i::e c;f llzis_lazt inspection of tl:e Jail, Mr. Rohde suggested the ‘excavation of

the solid basement of the central tower, to meet this requirement. The suggestion

appears to us to be a good one, and a scparate report as to its praetxcahllity willbe
submitted. ' (e,

8. This central tower is a handsome and imposing structure; but, owing to the
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alterations in the original design of the

Proposition of laying o Waterto! all pares of the Jalli s J; ail, it is now little more than ornamental.

- It occurred to us, in the course of our

inspéetio;i; that instead of digging a number of wells in the different yards, it might
o /]

be advisable to construct a large cistern on the first floor of the tower, to be filled

‘with water from a well in the vicinity, which could be distributed all over the Jail

by means of pipes. A separate report on the feasibility of this project will also be

submitted. | i | : th _
9. At present, no means exist of punishing refractory prisoners, except the re-

~duction of rations and the lash. In

Solitary Cells. many cases, it is inexpedient to employ

the first mode of punishment, and -.tbe_
latter should only be had recourse to in cases of grave breaches of prison discipline.

Under these circumstances we recommend the construction of six Solitary Cells. 7

| : P 10. Two wooden doors in the guard

‘daors v be substitated for wosden oncs, 7

Iron grated dooes 80 be plaoed by S doors“ i
resser attached to the Jail Hospital, not being pr?wde

11. At present ﬂle'D r atta U mxle.pﬂ‘.

o o il theDressee.  We propose that the building at present

Tadgess lmm,t h“‘f“.i""-‘“‘ ; 5 occupied by the Jaﬂe:,;‘whieh"isr'\nnsultg!,.

- ble foran European, should be appropri-

~ ated to the Dresser’s use, and a new house

'h for the Jailer. .= f‘f‘ : g B ST
pEe: satsne Lund ) built for the Jailer. - We consider it im-

. Constable in permanent charge of the Jail

s Chct Contae prmssenly kel 080380 4 Dl was cuggested by Captain

guard.

Drever, who attaches great importance

45 b Ofter bemg elose to the Jail.  He intimated that rent would beypakt for
this building. : £

s Mo Rt T e i charge, and the building
that the Medical Subordinate should i rge the
POIta!;t ::‘: t:; a&ﬁign. to him is close te the site selectod for the.!?ew hospual The
zfefhfsén for the Jailer’s house is in close pi'o,xnfqty to the ngl gn&am%’: and ?,} |
the o,thcr‘ Aide of the'enirance, it is proposed to build a house for the European Chie

. room and present hospital should be re-

12. As it appears from the Proceedings of ‘Govéfilﬁxent that the S“mten' E

B : ~ have to be erected. - The site may be de-

er. T will probably be necessary to purchase a pieco pC e
g o e e SOy S <0, A P e

free quarters, a house for this Officer will

|

X

dent of the Jail is to be provided with <
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- In cansequence of certain peculiarities in the construction, We have no means of
- giving any sound opinion regarding the practicability of converting the upper story
- into a Water-cistern, but,

. scheme may be taken into consideration at any future time,

AL ";8.':: ‘The Surgéry which adjoins the office will, when a Hospital is erect ed, be
o

On:g_@l' quuil’ed fQI’ that Pu)'_\pose’ and n].ay be assigned to th e Hca d Oonétable an

~ duby; whoat present oceupies part of the Guard-room, which is scarcely large enough

g‘md alono. ' | .
e concur with the Medical Officer in his objections to the small Latrines,
% '.v,gndli"that one be constructed : :

Y commended in the said !"L*port.

J ﬁn‘@bel‘ of palisades have

3 "
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separate the

work yards by rail-
the blocks, leaving
ails would, we think, be preferable to

y favorable spot within the walls,
Eeons B e ntending or Executive Engineer.
Ly e gl e LT SR L DER formey ports, to lavatories in the compartments,
= yentent spot i one of the onter yards, i b
5 o S ¥ . I S
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if such should be deemed feasible by the Engincers, the -
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13. It is true that the present gateway is defective, a.s pointed out by the
Local Committee ; but if palisades are erec(:,ed at M, as herein recommended, any
further outlay upon the gateway may be dxspensed. \imth. Wiy

14, It now only remains to notice the proposmon.s for provi 1mg q‘v drs ot
the Superintendent, Jailer, Dresser, and European Chief CO!IIE:tableé eit tzemi)n
see anything in the Order of Government alluded to b}t thed ocal ~tom1::1 f,r -
paratrr:a.ph 12, which leads us to believe that the Superintendent is to cave »bi

£ Ol,l the contrary, the inference is the other way. The Head Constable
gza;utetrs.“ith the guard may be accommodated in th.e present asm:,g:eryl;e ashstateg
above Y and if renz for the quarters of the Eurf)pean Chief Con;lta:;ltla mvto thec nf:iz ;
to the ,POHCG: as appears from paragraph 11, it would bet ‘:li £ thee;a;ler’s nt
altogether to that Department. The Local (Eommxt;e: state tha et m t
house is not suitable for a Europcan, and propose that a nj&: g i
for him, the former one being made over fo the D‘resser.  We are . thep g
sion of ;ny plan of the Jailer’s house, we cannot give any op131<;;1 ug)is 5 of: * ;
but do not consider it of such importance as to induce us to eb'y ; I?e oo
the purpose of making'any further r?fe,rence to Salem, as the subject may
into consideration at any future period.
(Signed) 'W. J. WILSON, ‘
Acting Inspector General of Jails.
( , ) W.MACKENZIE, x. . 3
Aeting Inspector General of Hospitals.
( » ) J.C.ANDERSON, Lieut. Col, R. E..,
; 5 Consulting Engineer for Railways.

No. 71 Orper THEREON, 8th December 1865, No. 1756,
< T il ap) al suggestions made by the Com-
-nor in Council approves of the sever g . Co
mitte?:;%::xi:;;:'lls, in their letter of 30th September last, for thg improvement -
il at Salem. ’ |
of th; Jalo::i ers will be issued in the Public Works Depam:tment for gh:a prelp;:;
ti<-m of an ostimate of the cost of carrying out the srlggeShO!:iB (;z fhere_ n‘v:r: -
Committce. The Superintending Engineer will be instructe prepare a p
and estimate for a house for a European Jailer. ‘
: : (True Extract).

Chicf Secretary.
To the Inspectot General of Jails.

:; Pﬂfﬁﬁé’ Woﬂ:s Dgpartment, with three Plans,

£

Exd. J. H. Buros.
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