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. Proccedings’of the-Madras Gorernment, Judicial Depdrirrgenl.j L
'. -+ - 20th Norember 1865, . . . . . '

. A}

No. 238.  Read tho'foll?n\-iné'l-}x‘ttrnct from a letter, dated 26th Juno 1865, from

* Professor Goldstilcker, to Whitley Stokes, Esq..  + - - S

For somo ycars—I must however premisc—I have Leen: sometimes consulted: .

in.matters of Ilinda Law, with which. | am familiar, through my studies of tho last
15 years; and recently a cause celebre from Madras, which hasbcen pendiné for the

on it, which, if printed, I shall send you, and I foynd;that tho chicf legal authoy-
itics on matters of - inkeritanco in the Presidency of Aladras, viz, the Smritickan-
drika and Vyavahara-Madhaviya are cntircly unknown to ‘English Lawyers; for the

: I . texts of theso.works are scarce, and no.
Thecs 1. te the best of my recollectios, ¢ Tolaze sbridz: English (I even believe no Vernacular):

" ment (s0k & traasistion) of U Smitichasdnka

“(sigred) W, & . translation of them exists.. The conse--

: R . .= quence of this state of things is that, for
instance, in a caso liko the ono I alluded to before, justico has completely failed, and
thero can bo no ‘doubt that tho same result- must have.occurred in all other cases

- whero the ‘law of tho Smrilickandrika and tho Madhariya bad to guide the decision

of the Judges. - After having studicd these works for a long time, . I was pressed,

+therefore, to preparo a translation of them, and, I declared iny willingness to do so, -
“provided I could-soc my way ; for I need scarcely tell you that publishers in this

country aro far from supporting a sclicme which-is bLeyond the reach of their com-.
_mercial intellect. . My way, however, I could only seo if the Indian Gorernment at

last 30 ycars, especially occupicd my attention.” . I had to givo an elaborate opinion. -

Calcutta. wero willing to order, 'of - to patronize, a labor of this kind (for 1 do not ~

think- that tho Indian Council .here would liko to intorfero with*what belongs moro
especially to tho Local Government). In my conviction, indoced, it ought to do

so;- for since tho law of inhcritance in tho Madras Presidency is_-adminiatemd." _
according to theso works—those even moro authoritativo than tho .Uitakshara—it - '
" gcems to ma that it isa duty of Government to supply its own Judges with arclia-

blo translation of them, and not to make them dependont on the law which Pundits

tho valuo of such opinions, and of the quotations the Pundits make.

.. Now, if I.undertook tho matter, I should propose to.give tho o;igit.ml'

‘8:nskrit text of both works (tho Smritickandrika and tho Madhariya), an accurate’
translation of it, references to the other digests (Mitakshard, Dayathaga Vyavalara-
m syukha, &.), and such indices as would mako tho work thoroughly practical, pro- -

" bably also somo eritical notes,-relating to tho Sanskrit text. The extent of sucha ™
- " work, if printed in the usual. 8vo. sizo of similar works, would, I believe, amount to

" about 40 sheets (of 16 pages cach), moro or less, and after all tho preparatory work . -
- - 1 have alroady . dono during tho last two yocars, I believo that I could completo it - -
“in another year, ~ ., ' o et L ; S

sn London, and if, in return I received from the Government ono thousand pounds..

This sum, all my fricnds, to whom I named the subject, told mo is rather too low,”

. Lo o .- - .

’

;. whisper into their cars; and you know ‘even much better than myself, what such
whispers aro worth, . though: I, too, could adduce some very glaring instances.of, \ +

, . In considering tho terms on which I wb_uld undertake the wo.rk,'i thou'ght,‘ that. -
tho best and simplest plan would be, if I engaged to supply the Indian Govern- : .
ment at Calcutta with 500 copiés, bound Jin cloth, fo ¢ delivered at the India Offce -
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than' too h‘"h i “and’if you consulcr that Govcmmcnt could scll the g'rcni“t
,amount of its five hundred copics at about £2 cach, you willadmit thahu cv cntual
’loss would in rcahty amount only to a small sum. '
;,d°; whellier I could venturo to request you to support it with your personal influ-
1:::ce and ia this case, whether I.could aleo tax your kindncas to such an cxtent as
j -0 Fequest you to apply to the Culcutts Government, in my name, aud to scttlo tho
ymatter according to your own discretion. For any altcration in tho amount of
::(I::C:l El?cl' lfnlillnnlcc, 750 at £1,250) pr other dotail, which I do not now foresee, I
‘X might b‘“ “u); i-‘l\o to your batter julgment; aad if you aro of opinion that:
‘e“ ‘cn tied to more favorablo terms than thoso named Ly me, I nccd not
you tln I should be very Ulanl.ful for obtnmmg thcm § ' :
. hd . '
..: No. 239. . To the Hounorablo tho Chicf Justico of Her Majesty's n'"“ Court;
;oJl;g:‘;mrc \M adras, dated Fort Saint George, 29th l\orcmbcr 1865;,
: Connf'nt;n:\-::;::lc.t:i :° ““l“:"st tlnat you will favor Ilis Exccllency tho Governor io;
propos:l male i uf;m'mln tha Honorable the Jud. wes cof the High Court, on tho,
' tho pablication ot cncloscd exteact from a letter from Professor Goldstiicker, for.
r' 0 s Bl ranslated edition of tho Smritichandrika and Madhaviya f
| sider tho publises: cucy in Council desires to bo inforined whether the Judges con-
publication to Lo onc that is likely to bo useful, and, if so, whetber tbey

w°°ld recommend that co .
pics should Lo f urts m
ﬁm Prmxdcnq and what number, risbied by Govcmmcnt. to tho Co

(Sngncd) A J. Annumxor

‘L‘ o | .
o Chief Secrelard..

——
N e cen s n o - e —— - e

Iam very anxious to Lknow whether you approvo of tho plan; and xf )ou_'
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